
 

 

 

US 59 Shepherd to 
Cleveland Open House 
Summary and Comment/ 
Response Report 
Matt Buckingham, Lufkin District TxDOT 

 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal 

environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 

U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by 

FHWA and TxDOT. 

 



 
 

760.07.TEM 

Documentation of Public Meeting 

Project Location 

Liberty and San Jacinto Counties 

US 59 
0177-02-057 and 0177-03-099 

Project Limits 

From Just south of FM 2914 to the north end of the Cleveland Bypass 

Meeting Location 

Shepherd High School 

Meeting Date and Time 

September 27, 2016 from 4pm to 7pm 

Translation Services 

Spanish 

Presenters 

TxDOT Lufkin District 

TxDOT Beaumont District 

TxDOT Design Division 

 

Elected Officials in Attendance 

Judge Harris Blanchette, Justice of the Peace 

Total Number of Attendees (approx.) 

75 

Total Number of Commenters 

6 

Contents 

A. Notices and other Outreach Methods 

B. Media Coverage 

C. Sign-in sheets 

D. Exhibits 

E. Comments and Comment Response Matrix 
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Open House Summary 

 

On September 27, 2016, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) held an Open House at the 

Shepherd High School Cafeteria in Shepherd, Texas from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. to present the 

proposed project layout, explain where the project was in the project development process, answer 

questions and gather local citizen input.  

 

Open House Outreach 

 

The Lufkin District employed eight outreach methods to inform and invite the public to attend the 

September 27, 2016 public meeting. Efforts were made to reach the Limited English Proficiency 

(LEP) populations by translating flyers and mailings and advertising in a Spanish language 

newspaper, as well as offering interpretation at the Open House.  Copies of the outreach methods 

are included in Attachment A.    

 

Methods  

– Display Ads - advertisements were published in The Cleveland Advocate, San Jacinto 

Times, and in Spanish in El Perico and La Lengua on September 15, 2016. 

– District Newsletter – The open house was featured in a September 2016 Newsletter for 

the Lufkin District. 

– Flyers –flyers were left at apartments and local businesses near the project area (i.e. 

laundromat, grocery store, drug store, restaurants) for patrons to take. 

– Post Card Mailings – Approximately 6000 post cards were mailed out to area residents. 

– Letters to Elected Officials and Affected Property Owners – Letters were mailed to 

elected officials and area representatives and affected property owners on September 6, 

2016 

– Website - TxDOT website included information on the date, time, location and purpose, 

as well as the meeting materials including exhibit materials, comment forms, and project 

maps.  Information about the public meeting was also featured on Shepherd ISD’s 

homepage and on Chron.com. 

– Social Media Information –The Open House was promoted through TxDOT Twitter and 

Facebook accounts as well as Shepherd ISD’s Facebook page. 

– Electronic Changeable Message Signs – TxDOT’s electronic message boards were placed 

on US 59 northbound and southbound near the project limits.  Signs were placed at least 

one week prior to the meeting. 
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Members of the public who attended the meeting were asked to indicate to us how they heard 

about the meeting when signing in.  Not all attendees indicated a method and some indicated more 

than one.  Results are shown in Table 1.   

 

Table 1: Outreach Methods 

 Method of Notification Results 

 Letters/Mailings 27 

 News (Display Ad, Newspaper Article, or Television) 6 

 Word of Mouth 4 

 Electronic Changeable Message Boards 2 

 Flyers 2 

 Website/E-mail 2 

  

Media Coverage 

A follow up story about the open house was published in the Cleveland Advocate.  See Attachment 

B for a copy of this story. 

Website Outreach 

Information was available through numerous web-based outlets.  Meeting information was put on 

TxDOT’s website to provide an opportunity for those unable to attend to review meeting materials.  

Analyses of the web data were performed using Adobe Marketing Cloud.   

Open House Format and Results 

The meeting was come and go format allowing the public to not only view exhibit boards and 

schematic drawings but also speak to TxDOT staff one on one regarding the proposed project from 

4:00 to 7:00 pm. 

Registration and Handouts 

Upon arrival, attendees were asked to sign in and were offered a set of handouts which included a 

project newsletter, ROW acquisition flyer, district newsletter with the information provided on the 

information boards, and Comment Form.  Approximately 308 members of the public and 10 elected 

official/representatives signed in at the Open House (see Attachment C).   

Exhibits and Displays 

Nine project-specific informational boards were displayed for the public to view.  The informational 

boards included: a Welcome/Meeting Overview board, Project Purpose and Need, Project Location, 
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Project Background, Proposed Improvements, Next Steps and Timeline, and a board providing 

mechanisms to stay informed.  In addition, more general informational boards about I-69 were 

displayed (Attachment D).  These displays included layouts and maps of the project area.  A video 

describing the project and displaying various graphics was played on a loop in front of a seating 

area. 

Comments and Responses 

The public was invited to submit comments on the project.  Attendees had the option of leaving 

their completed comment forms in the drop boxes provided or submitting verbal comment to the 

available court reporter.  A total of 6 comment forms were completed.  No comments were provided 

to the court reporter.  Each comment was read and summarized in a comment response matrix 

(see Attachment E).      
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Attachment A: Public Outreach



US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland 
(Future I-69) OPEN HOUSE 

Tuesday 
September 27, 2016 

4 – 7 p.m. 
 

Shepherd High School 
Cafeteria 

1 Pirate Lane 
Shepherd, TX 77371 

 
 

Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is hosting an open house 
regarding the upgrade of US 59 (Future I-69) to meet interstate standards from 
FM 2914 south of Shepherd to the north end of the Cleveland Relief Route.  
This event is being held to display the proposed improvements, explain to the 
public where TxDOT is in the project development process, answer questions 
and gather local citizen input.  The meeting will be held in come and go format 
where you can visit with TxDOT staff one-on-one regarding the project.   

For more information, visit the TxDOT 
website at www.txdot.gov and enter 
“US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland” in the 
search area or call (936) 633-4469. 
Oral and written comments may be 
presented at the meeting, online 
through the website above or 
through the mail at: 
TxDOT Lufkin District 
1805 North Timberland Drive 
Lufkin, TX 75901 
Attn: Jennifer Adams.   
Please submit comments by    
October 7, 2016. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this 
project are being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding 
dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

If you plan to attend the open house and have special communication or accommodation needs, please 
call Rhonda Oaks, TxDOT Public Information Officer, at (936) 633-4395 no later than September 17, 2016 
to request assistance. 

http://www.txdot.gov/drivenbytexans/us-59-polk.htm
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REUNIÓN PÚBLICA sobre la Modernización
de la Carretera US 59 de Shepherd a 

Cleveland (Próxima I‐69)

Martes

27 de septiembre, 2016

4 – 7 p.m.

Cafeteria de Shepherd 
High School

1 Pirate Lane

Shepherd, TX 77371

El Departamento de Transportación de Texas (Texas Department of Transportation o TxDOT 
por sus siglas en inglés) será anfitrión de una Reunión Pública sobre la Modernización de US 
59 (Próxima I‐69) para satisfacer los estándares de una autopista interestatal de FM 2914 
hasta la ruta de descongestionamiento de la Carretera US 59 en Cleveland.  Esta reunión se 
llevara a cabo para mostrar los mejoramientos propuestos, explicar al público donde se 
encuentra TxDOT en el proceso de desarrollo del proyecto, contestar preguntas, y recopilar 
opiniones de los ciudadanos locales.  La reunión se llevara a cabo de un formato abierto al 
público durante el cual usted podrá hablar con el personal de TxDOT acerca del proyecto.

Para más información, visite el sitio 
de TxDOT en www.txdot.gov palabra 
clave “US 59 Shepherd‐Cleveland” o 
llaman al (936) 633‐4351.  
Comentarios orales y escritos pueden 
ser presentados durante la reunión o 
por medio de correo postal a:
TxDOT Lufkin District
1805 North Timberland Drive
Lufkin, TX 75901
Attn: Jennifer Adams
Por favor enviar sus comentarios para 
el 7 de octubre, 2016

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales aplicables para este 
proyecto están siendo o han sido, llevadas a cabo por TxDOT conforme con la Ley 23 U.S.C. 327 y Memorándum de 
Entendimiento publicado el 16 de diciembre, 2014, y realizado por FHWA y el TxDOT.

A las personas que planean asisitir a la Reunion Publica y que tienen necesidades especiales de 
comunicación o acomodación, se les invita a llamar a Rhonda Oaks, Oficial de Informacion Publica de 
TxDOT, al (936) 633‐4395 no mas tarde que el 17 de septiembre, 2016 para solicitar ayuda.
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IN THIS ISSUE

This project is dedicated to improving safety and mobility along US 
59 between Shepherd and Cleveland. Due to its proximity to an 
existing interstate (I-69) and current congestion problems, the US 59 
Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland project is the first project identified for 
development within San Jacinto County.  

This project would upgrade existing US 59 by constructing frontage roads 
and overpasses from FM 2914 near Shepherd to the north end of the 
Cleveland Relief Route.  The project would be designed to meet interstate 
standards for possible future designation as I-69 and would:
  • Enhance safety and improve mobility along US 59.
  • Provide a more efficient hurricane evacuation route.
  • Provide system connectivity to I-69, which is a 1,600 national  
      highway connecting Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee,  
      Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas.  I-69 also provides  
      access to inland ports and sea ports along the gulf coast.

US 59 UPGRADE
SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND (FUTURE I-69)   
SAN JACINTO AND LIBERTY COUNTIES

LUFKIN AND BEAUMONT DISTRICTS
SEPTEMBER 2016

Project Background

For more information about the Lufkin 
district, visit the newsletter page on 
www.txdot.gov and Search: Lufkin 
Newsletters. Or scan with your smart 
phone and tablet:

For more information about Beaumont 
District projects, visit www.txdot.gov and 
Search: Beaumont District Projects. Or 
scan with your smart phone and tablet:
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Project and Funding Summary 

Next Steps

• The proposed project would provide:

     > A controlled access freeway section with northbound and southbound frontage roads.  Controlled  
        access means there will not be direct access to the main lanes.  Access to the main lanes is allowed  
        via entrance and exit ramps around the overpasses.  
     > Overpass with u-turns at Sherwood Drive and an additional overpass with u-turns approximately 1.7  
        miles north of the Cleveland relief route.

• Funding has been allocated for the project development services, including environmental studies,  
   schematic design, and right-of-way acquisition. 

• No construction funding has been identified at this time.

• Current estimate for total project cost (right-of-way and construction) is approximately $93.5 million.  

• TxDOT will use public input gathered from the September 27, 2016 open house to begin developing the  
    engineering schematic and environmental studies.  The development of the schematic and  
    environmental studies are anticipated to take approximately 18 to 24 months.

• Once TxDOT receives approval of the schematic and environmental study, TxDOT would begin right-of-way  
    mapping and acquisitions.

• TxDOT will continue to work to develop a strategy and identify construction funding.

Project  

Planning 

Current Stage

Environmental Decision Construction 
Ground 

Breaking

18-24 Months No Funding Identified 

Ongoing Public Involvement 

LUFKIN AND BEAUMONT DISTRICTS
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Lufkin District Project Updates 

Upcoming Construction Projects 
   •  Safety Treat Fixed Objects - Scheduled to take bids January 2016; project involves lengthening  
        culverts and adding safety ends and installing metal beam guardfence on FM 1127 and FM 2666.

   • Texturizing Shoulders - Scheduled to take bids winter 2016: FM 2025; US 190; SH 150; FM 945; FM  
      946; FM 1725; FM 1127; FM 980; FM 3460; FM 222; FM 223 and FM 224.

   • Curb Ramps in Coldspring - Scheduled to take bids November 2016; project involves constructing 
       sidewalks and curb ramps that are compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in various  
       locations within the city of Coldspring. 

   •  Resurfacing with Sealcoat - Scheduled to take bids November 2016: FM 222; FM 2025; and  
       FM 3278.

Projects Currently under Construction 
   • US 190 – This project consists of safety treating fixed objects from Walker County Line to the Polk  
      County Line.  The project was awarded to L.C. Jordan & Sons in the amount of $2,543,073.  Work  
      began on July 26, 2016 and should last approximately 24 months.  

   • US 59 Southbound Frontage Road - This project involves constructing a new southbound frontage  
      road and reconstructing the main lanes from south of UPRR in Shepherd to just north of FM 2914.  It    
      was awarded to Texas Stirling in the amount of $8,948,536.85 with completion estimated in Spring 
      2017.

   •  US 59 at FM 2914 Overpass - This project includes the construction of an overpass and closure of  
       crossovers.  It was awarded to Lone Star Road Construction in the amount of $12,895,988.97. It is  
       anticipated to be complete Spring 2017.

   • US 59 HMA Level-up and PFC Surface - This project was started May 23, 2016, and was awarded to 
      Moore Brothers Construction in the amount of $2,971,066.40.  It is anticipated to be complete in  
      Winter 2016.

LUFKIN DISTRICT

San Jacinto County
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Get Involved 
•  Open House: September 27, 2016
•  Learn more and provide comments online at www.txdot.gov
•  Sign up to receive email updates by visiting the online project  
     page; visit www.txdot.gov and enter: US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland in 
     the search area
•  For more information, please scan the QR code with your smart  
     phone or tablet: Contact the Lufkin District:

Jennifer Adams
1805 N. Timberland Drive

Lufkin, TX 75901
(936) 633-4469

Jennifer.Adams@txdot.gov

LUFKIN AND BEAUMONT DISTRICTS



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Proposed Improvements 

The Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) is hosting an open house regarding the 
upgrade of US 59 (Future I-69) to meet 
interstate standards from FM 2914 south of 
Shepherd in San Jacinto County to the north 
end of the Cleveland Relief Route in Liberty 
County. This event is being held to display the 
proposed improvements, explain to the public 
where TxDOT is in the project development 
process, answer questions and gather local 
citizen input. 
 
The meeting will be held in come and go format  
where you can visit with TxDOT staff one-on-one 
regarding the project. 
 
More Information:   
 
For additional information or if you have any questions, please visit the TxDOT website 
at www.txdot.gov  and enter “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland” in the search area or contact Jennifer 
Adams, I-69 Project Manager, at (936) 633-4469.  If you plan to attend the open house and have 
special communication or accommodation needs, please call Rhonda Oaks, TxDOT Public 
Information Officer, at (936) 633-4395. 

 
 

 
YOU’RE INVITED! 

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69) 
Open House 

 
 

Tuesday, September 27, 2016 
Open house: 4 – 7 p.m. 
Shepherd High School Cafeteria 
1 Pirate Lane 
Shepherd, TX  77371 

The environmental review, consultation and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been,  
carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

http://www.txdot.gov/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Mejoramientos Propuestos 

El Departamento de Transportación de Texas (TxDOT) 
será anfitrión de una Reunión Pública sobre la 
Modernización de US 59 (Futuro I-69) para satisfacer los 
estándares de una autopista interestatal de FM 2914 
hasta la ruta de descongestionamiento de la Carretera 
US 59 en Cleveland.  Esta reunión se llevara a cabo para 
mostrar los mejoramientos propuestos, explicar al 
público donde se encuentra TxDOT en el proceso de 
desarrollo del proyecto, contestar preguntas, y recopilar 
opiniones de los ciudadanos locales.   
 
La reunión pública se llevará a cabo en formato casual 
donde podrán hablar con el personal de TxDOT acerca 
del proyecto. 
 
Para Más Información: 
 
Para más información, visite el sitio de TxDOT en www.txdot.gov palabra clave “US 59 Shepherd-
Cleveland”  o comuníquese con Jennifer Adams, Gerente del Proyecto del I-69 
al Jennifer.Adams@txdot.gov, (936) 633-4469.  Si planea asistir a la exhibición pública y 
tiene necesidades de comunicación o capacidades especiales, por favor llame 
a Rhonda Oaks, Oficial de Información Pública de TxDOT, al (936) 633-4395. 

 

 
USTED ESTÁ INVITADO! 

Modernización de la Carretera US 59 (Futuro I-69) 
Exhibición Pública 

 
 

Martes, 27 de septiembre de 2016 
Exhibición: 4 – 7 p.m. 
Cafetería de la escuela Shepherd High School 
1 Pirate Lane 
Shepherd, TX  77371 
 

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales aplicables para este proyecto están siendo o han sido, 
llevadas a cabo por TxDOT en virtud de 23 U.S.C. 327 y un Memorando de Entendimiento fechado el 16 de diciembre de 2014, y ejecutado por FHWA y TxDOT. 

mailto:Jennifer.Adams@txdot.gov






http://www.chron.com/neighborhood/dayton/news/article/TxDOT-set-to-host-open-house-meeting-for-I-69-9896573.php

TxDOT set to host open house meeting for I-69 project
Jacob McAdams Published 1:22 pm, Thursday, September 8, 2016 

An open house is coming up in the City of Shepherd involving the Texas Department of 

Transportation (TxDOT) and the upgrade plans for US 59.

US 59 is currently undergoing construction work, with portions of it set with reduced speed limits 

in between the cities of Cleveland and Shepherd. However, TxDOT is also in the planning stages 

for US 59 to become I-69 in the future.

“We’re going to be doing a highway upgrade and bring it up to interstate standards,” said TxDOT 

Public Information Officer Rhonda Oaks of the Lufkin District.

Page 1 of 2TxDOT set to host open house meeting for I-69 project - Houston Chronicle

10/19/2016http://www.chron.com/neighborhood/dayton/news/article/TxDOT-set-to-host-open-house...



The upgrade is expected to affect the portion of US 59 that extends from FM 2914 south of 

Shepherd to the north end of the Cleveland relief route in Liberty County.

The open house event is set to give local citizens a chance to see the schematics for the I-69 

plan in person while also discussing it with TxDOT representatives.

“This is to gain input and more comments from the public,” said Oaks.

Those who choose to attend the meeting will be able to see the plans involving the construction 

of frontage roads and overpasses.

Oaks says the upgrades are expected to improve maneuverability and increase the flow of traffic. 

The meeting is set in a come-and-go format, giving attendees a chance to engage with TxDOT 

representatives personally.

“Our engineers will be there to answer questions 

one on one,” said Oaks.

The project currently is in its planning phase and 

does not have a timeline as to when construction 

will begin. The open house event is only intended 

to provide information on what the project will 

entail should it be approved.

The open house event is scheduled for Sept. 27 at the Shepherd High School cafeteria from 4 to 7 

p.m. For more information, call TxDOT at 936-633-4395. More information can also be found at 

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/lufkin/092716.html

© 2016 Hearst Communications, Inc.

Page 2 of 2TxDOT set to host open house meeting for I-69 project - Houston Chronicle

10/19/2016http://www.chron.com/neighborhood/dayton/news/article/TxDOT-set-to-host-open-house...
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Attachment B: Media Coverage



You have reached the cached page for http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/dayton/news/txdot-holds-open-meeting-to-discuss-i--project/article_978b0262-a6a1-54ae-bde8-02e16ea19c31.html

Below is a snapshot of the Web page as it appeared on 9/29/2016 (the last time our crawler visited it). This is the version of the page that was used for ranking your search results. The page may have changed 
since we last cached it. To see what might have changed (without the highlights), go to the current page.

You searched for: txdot shepherd meeting We have highlighted matching words that appear in the page below.

Bing is not responsible for the content of this page.
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Humble, Texas | 

BYRNE METAL CORP.
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Humble, Texas | 
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Humble, Texas | 

BYRNE METAL CORP.
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Cleveland, Texas | 

CST BRANDS

Customer Service Rep 
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CST BRANDS
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Conroe, TX | JESSE GONZALEZ
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Cleveland, Texas | 

CST BRANDS

Assistant Manager - Mu... 
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Vehicle Operator 

WILLIS, TX | Alpine Lumber Sales
Sales Associate 

KLEIN FIRE DEPARTMENT
Firefighter 
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Vessel Superintendent 
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TxDOT holds open meeting to 

discuss I-69 project

Posted: Thursday, September 29, 2016 9:29 am 

By Jacob McAdams

Shepherd High School hosted the Texas Department of 

Transportation (TxDOT) for a meeting on Sept. 27 in 

their cafeteria to discuss the future Interstate-69 project, 

which will affect both San Jacinto and Liberty counties.

The I-69 project is intended to improve safety and 

mobility along the current US 59 route by constructing 

frontage roads and overpasses from FM 2914 near 

Shepherd to the north end of the Cleveland Relief 

Route.

“This project is looking to upgrade US 59 to interstate 

standards,” said Project Coordinator Jennifer Adams.

TxDOT held the open meeting so that local residents 

could meet with engineers on a one-to-one basis and 

discuss the I-69 project as well as how it will impact the 

local communities.

The project was selected as the first project for San 

Jacinto County due to it already being close to an 

interstate and to help address traffic congestion.

There is currently no funding for the project as it is in the 

early stages of development.

“This is here to just get input from the community,” said 

Adams.

Adams further commented that speaking with the local 

residents allows TxDOT officials to get a better idea of 

what they may have missed in their initial observations.

“We’re going to take these comments back and we’re 

going to start working on developing the schematics,” 

she said.

Once the comments are evaluated, TxDOT is set to schedule environmental and schematic studies, which should 

be completed in approximately 18 to 24 months. TxDOT will begin right-of-way and mapping acquisitions shortly 

afterward.

Adams says so far the reception for the project is positive and they are not seeing any potential negativity or other 

major issues.

“The people I’ve talked to seem supportive of it [the project],” said Adams.

For more information on the I-69 project, call the TxDOT Lufkin area office at 936-633-4331 or visit www.txdot.gov 

and enter US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland in the search area.

Advertisement

Jacob McAdams

Members of the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) 

interact with local citizens of San Jacinto and Liberty counties to 

discuss the I-69 project. The meeting was held at the Shepherd

High School cafeteria on Sept. 27.

Jacob McAdams

Local citizens take a look at the visual plans for the I-69 project, 

which plans to update US 59 to interstate standards in the 

portions of the highway that run through the cities of Cleveland 

and Shepherd.
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Attachment C: Sign-in Sheets
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Attachment D: Exhibits



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

US 59 Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)

WELCOME

 § Learn and ask questions about the    
 proposed project

 §Review the proposed alignment

 § Provide comments and feedback

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental 
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 
Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

Why am I 
here?



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

US 59 Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)

What are we trying to do?
 § Enhance mobility

 § Provide more efficient hurricane evacuation

 § Upgrade US 59 to meet interstate standards  
to provide system connectivity to I-69

What problems are we trying to address?
 § Traffic congestion

 § Existing US 59 does not meet interstate standards

Project
Purpose
and Need



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

US 59 Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)

Project 
Location



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

US 59 Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)

 § Federal legislation has authorized the  
development of the I-69 system in Texas  
along specified U.S. routes, including US 59

 § Using the I-69 Implementation Strategy  
Report, the Lufkin District has begun efforts to 
prioritize, coordinate and manage the development 
of I-69 in San Jacinto County

 § The proposed project was selected as the first 
project in San Jacinto County to develop due to 
its proximity to an existing interstate and current 
congestion problems

 § Funding for project development (i.e. schematic, 
environmental  studies, right of way acquisition, etc.) 
has been allocated.

 § No construction funding has been identified

Project 
Background



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

US 59 Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)

 § Construction of new US 59 northbound and 
southbound main lanes and southbound  
frontage road

 § Reconstruction of existing northbound  
US 59 travel lanes to become northbound  
frontage road

 § Construction an overpass with U-turns at  
Sherwood Drive and an additional overpass  
with U-turns, approximately 1.7 mi north of the 
Cleveland Relief Route

Proposed 
Improvements



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

US 59 Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)

 § Comments from the open house will be  
evaluated and used to guide the development  
of the schematic

 § Environmental studies will be started 

 § Development and approval of the schematic 
and environmental studies are anticipated to be 
completed in approximately 18 – 24 months

 § Upon approval of the schematic and environmental 
studies, TxDOT will begin right of way mapping and 
acquisitions

 § No construction funding has been identified; 
however, TxDOT will continue to work to develop a 
strategy for funding

Next Steps 
and Timeline



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

US 59 Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)

How Can
I Stay
Informed?

 § Sign up for project updates by visiting  
www.txdot.gov and enter:  
US 59 Shepherd - Cleveland

 § Contact the TxDOT Lufkin District office with  
any questions at (936) 633-4469

 § Visit: https://twitter.com/TxDOTLufkin 

 § Scan the Quick Response (QR) code using your 
smart phone or tablet:
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Attachment E: Comments and Comment Response Matrix 















Comment Response Matrix

Kelli Hudson

Debora Hall

Nelson Torres

Shirley and James LuHrell

Paul Wightmax

Waid Williams

TxDOT is pleased that you were impressed with the proposed project.  As the project development 

advances the public will be informed if any additional meetings or opportunities to comment will be 

provided.

TxDOT will take this comment in to consideration.

Name Public Comment

Concern is flooding.  I live on Yeager Ln and we flooded twice due to construction already.  Flooded within 5 

week in March of this year.  Everyone on Yeager Ln lost everything we have and are just now beginning to get 

things back together.

Only concern is flooding.  Flood twice in 5 weeks due to construction on overpass.

I want early acquisition please.  Has over 300 church members. Parcel 24 slide the entrance ramp south.

Move overpass from Sherwood to Red Road.  Red Road goes through to 2666.  Sherwod goes into a housing 

addition

I am very impressed with the planning proposal and the location of the overpasses.  I look forward to more 

info and its progress.

I think the bypass at Sheriwood Dr. need to be moved to US 59 and Red Road due to fact it ties to FM 266 

and they can go from there to Coldspring, Cleveland and the back side of Shepherd Hwy 150 and to FM 2222 

to Livngston TX.

TxDOT Reponse

This preliminary design has addressed flooding by adjusting drainage features along the project area.  As 

the project development advances additional analyses will be performed in order to ensure that the 

project does not increase flood risks.

This preliminary design has addressed flooding by adjusting drainage features along the project area.  As 

the project development advances additional analyses will be performed in order to ensure that the 

project does not increase flood risks.

TxDOT pursues early acquisition when a hardship has been identified.  TxDOT will investigate this case 

and determine if early acquisition is possible.

TxDOT will take this comment in to consideration.




