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Stakeholder and public involvement occurs throughout the process.

SH 68 ENVIRONMENTAL AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

Public Scoping 
Meeting

March 15, 2016

Agency Scoping 
Meeting

March 29, 2016

Public Hearing
Summer 2017*

Public Meeting
January 3, 2017

* Dates are preliminary and subject to change
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PURPOSE
 Improve north-south mobility
 Increase travel capacity for local and regional traffic
 Provide an alternate north-south evacuation route during 

emergency events

NEED
 Lack of sufficient north-south mobility for local and regional traffic and 

for additional emergency evacuation routes, which are the result of 
historical and continuing growth in the region’s population as well as 

continued growth of traffic in the region

SH 68 PURPOSE AND NEED
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For information about the project, 
please visit:
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-
txdot/projects/studies/pharr/sh68.html
or scan the QR code below with your 
smart phone or tablet.

TxDOT Pharr District Office
600 W. IH-2
Pharr, TX 78577
Phone: (956) 702-6100

SH 68 Project Office
4711 S. Alamo Rd., Suite 106
Edinburg, TX 78542
Phone: (956) 460-9299

SH 68 PROJECT COORDINATION PLAN

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/pharr/sh68.html


Public Scoping Meeting Comments By Category

*Other comments included:
• Mark-Ups on exhibits
• Traffic-Related issues
• Future TxDOT plans
• Origin of State Highway 68 as a project
• Property for sale
• Other
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Prefer a 
specific corridor

Toll

New location 
for SH 68

Brushland 
preservation
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Bicycle 
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Businesses/ 
farms

January 3, 2017



One 350-400’ alternative.

Public Meeting 
September 2014

Hidalgo 
County

N

2014 PSM

Six 600’ study corridors and expanded study area.

Public Scoping Meeting 
March 15, 2016

Hidalgo 
County

N

IH-69C/US 281 PSM
FM 907 PSM
2014 Modified PSM
2014 PSM
FM 1423 PSM
FM 493 PSM

Four Additional 
600’ Study Corridors

Four additional 600’ study corridors were 
identified from the Public and Agency Scoping 
Meetings. A total of ten corridors were evaluated.

Tower Road
2014 Modified 2
FM 1423 Modified (Golie Rd.)
FM 493 Modified

Nine 600’ 
Corridors

These are the nine study corridors after Step 2.

FM 907 Modified (replaced FM 907 PSM)
Tower Rd.
2014 Modified PSM
2014 PSM
2014 Modified 2
FM 1423 PSM
FM 1423 Modified (Golie Rd.)
FM 493 Modified
FM 493 Modified 2 (replaced FM 493 PSM)

Nine Remaining 600’ 
Study Corridors

Hidalgo 
County

N

FM 907 PSM
Tower Rd.
2014 Modified PSM
2014 PSM
2014 Modified 2
FM 1423 PSM
FM 1423 Modified (Golie Rd.)
FM 493 Modified
FM 493 PSM

January 3, 2017 
Public Meeting

These are the three reasonable alternatives 
recommended for further analysis. 

2014 PSM
2014 Modified 2
FM 1423 PSM

Evaluation 
process refined 
the 600’ study 

corridors to 
350-400’ 

alternatives. 
Six alternatives 

were 
eliminated.

Step 3

Evaluation 
process 

replaced two 
study corridors 
that could not 
avoid critical 

issues.

Step 2

A total of ten 
corridors were 

evaluated.
 

Elimination of 
IH-69C/US 

281 because 
it did not meet 
Purpose and 

Need.

Step 1

Added four 600’ 
study corridors.

Public Input

Added five 600’ 
study corridors 
and expanded 
the study area.

Public Input

STUDY CORRIDORS AND RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES DEVELOPMENT

January 3, 2017

PSM = Public Scoping Meeting
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Full Range of Alternatives

Step 1: Initial Screening
Public Scoping Meeting/March 15, 2016

600-foot-wide Study Corridors

Step 2: Study Corridor Screening
600-foot-wide Study Corridors

Step 3: Reasonable Alternatives 
January 3, 2017

350 to 400-foot-wide Alternatives

Step 4: Recommended Preferred Alternative
Public Hearing and Notice of Availability of Draft EIS/Summer 2017*

350 to 400-foot-wide Alternative

Step 5: Preferred Alternative
Notice of Availability of Final EIS and Record of Decision/Fall 2017*

350 to 400-foot-wide Alternative

Safety

Mobility

Community/Environment

Feasibility/Design

Cost Effectiveness

Economic Factors

Goal-based Criteria

Record of Decision

Study Corridors/Purpose
And Need Screening

Reasonable Alternatives-
General Field Survey/Desktop

Screening

Study Corridors/
Desktop Screening

Recommended Preferred 
Alternative Field Survey 

Evaluation

Preferred Alternative
Identification

SH 68 ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS METHODOLOGY

* Dates are preliminary and subject to change



SH 68 600-foot Study Corridors

January 3, 2017

PSM = Public Scoping Meeting
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SH 68 ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS 
Step 1 – Screen Against Purpose and Need (600-foot Corridors)

Meets 
Purpose and 
Need?

Full Range of Corridors

NO
BUILD

IH-69C/ 
US 281

FM 907 
PSM

FM 907 
MOD

Tower Rd
2014 
PSM

2014 
MOD 
PSM

2014 
MOD 2

FM 1423 
PSM

FM 1423 
MOD 

(Golie Rd)

FM 493 
PSM

FM 493 
MOD 2

FM 493 
MOD

Improve north-
south mobility No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Increase capacity 
for local and 
regional traffic

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Provide an 
alternate north-
south evacuation 
route during 
emergency 
events

No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Step 1: Initial Screening

Evaluate study corridors against the   
Purpose and Need

• IH-69C/US 281 study corridor does not meet the purpose and 
need for an alternate north-south evacuation route. 
Therefore, the IH-69C/US 281 study corridor was removed from 
further evaluation.

• The No Build Option does not meet the purpose and need, and 
was carried forward for comparison per NEPA requirements.

PSM = Public Scoping Meeting

MOD = Modified
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Critical Issues
Avoided?

Remaining Corridors

NO
BUILD

FM 907  
PSM

FM 907 
MOD

Tower Rd
2014
PSM

2014 
MOD 
PSM

2014 
MOD 2

FM 1423
PSM

FM 1423 
MOD

(Golie Rd)

FM 493  
PSM

FM 493 
MOD 2

FM 493 
MOD

Airport Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Public Parks/NRHP 
Historic Properties

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Cemetery Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Church Yes Yes Yes Partial Yes Yes Yes Yes Partial No Yes Yes

HazMat, including 
Landfills

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Jail Complex Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

National Wildlife 
Refuge

Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Public facilities, 
including Schools

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes

State Antiquities 
Landmarks

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Design Criteria Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

SH 68 ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS 
Step 2 – Screen Against Critical Issues (600-foot Corridors)

The nine circled 600-foot corridors advanced to Step 3.

PSM = Public Scoping Meeting

MOD = Modified



SH 68 350 to 400-foot Alternatives
in Relation to Land Use - Land Cover 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable
Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out
by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated

Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.             

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales
federales correspondientes para este proyecto, han sido o se están llevando a cabo

por TxDOT en cumplimiento a 23 U.S.C. 327 y un Memorando de entendimiento con fecha del
16 de diciembre de 2014, y ejecutado por FHWA y TxDOT.



SH 68 350 to 400-foot Alternatives
in Relation to Water Resources

January 3, 2017

PSM = Public Scoping Meeting
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Goals
NO

BUILD
IH-69C/
US 281

FM 907 
PSM

FM 907 
MOD

Tower
Road

2014 
PSM

2014
MOD PSM

2014 
MOD 2

FM 1423 
PSM

FM 1423 
MOD 

(Golie Rd)

FM 493 
PSM

FM 493 
MOD 2

FM 493 
MOD 
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Mobility

Community/ 
Environment

Feasibility/ 
Design

Cost 
Effectiveness

Economic 
Factors

Less DesirableMore Desirable Neutral Dropped

SH 68 ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS 
Step 3 –Alternatives Evaluation Matrix – Summary 

PSM = Public Scoping Meeting

MOD = Modified

Public comments are currently being solicited 

regarding these three circled reasonable alternatives.





Phase I – IH-2/US 83 to FM 1925 (Monte Cristo)

Phase II – FM 1925 (Monte Cristo) to IH-69C/US 281 
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SH 68 TYPICAL SECTION PHASES I & II

January 3, 2017
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SH 68 TYPICAL SECTION ULTIMATE FACILITY

January 3, 2017
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Notice of Intent
Published

August 28, 2015

Development of a 
Reasonable 

Range of 
Alternatives

Draft 
Environmental 

Impact Statement 
Document

Final 
Environmental 

Impact Statement 
/ Record of 

Decision

Stakeholder and public involvement occurs throughout the process.

Public Scoping 
Meeting

March 15, 2016

Agency Scoping 
Meeting

March 29, 2016

Public Hearing
Summer 2017*

Public Meeting
January 3, 2017

* Dates are preliminary and subject to change

SH 68 NEXT STEPS
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