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B. Notices







NNOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE 
Loop 1604: From US 281 to FM 1303 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated 

December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), in funding partnership with the Alamo Regional 
Mobility Authority (ARMA), will host an open house on Thursday, April 27, 2017, to present proposed 
improvements to Loop 1604 from US 281 to FM 1303. The proposed project would expand Loop 1604 
from a 2-lane to a 4-lane divided roadway with shoulders and pedestrian accommodations at various 
locations. The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce congestion and improve operational 
efficiency and safety of LP 1604 between US 281 and FM 1303.  
 
Open House 
Anyone interested in the project, is invited to attend the open 
house public meeting. There will be no formal presentation, 
so attendees can come and go at their convenience. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to view schematics of the 
proposed improvements, visit with team members, ask 
questions and share their comments on the project.  

The open house will be conducted in English and a Spanish 
translator will be present. If you have a disability and need assistance, special arrangements can be 
made to accommodate most needs. If you are a person with a disability who requires an 
accommodation to attend this meeting, please contact Albert Castro at (210) 393-7760 by April 24, 
2017. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs.  

Submitting Comments   
All comments must be received or postmarked by Friday, May 12, 2017 for inclusion in the public 
meeting summary using one of the following methods:  

Complete a written comment card at the meeting  
Submit your written comments to TxDOT by May 12, 2017  

o Mail: Loop 1604 SE, P.O. Box 5459, Austin, TX 78763 
o Email: Loop1604SE@gmail.com  

Project Contact Information 
Email: Loop1604SE@gmail.com (For project updates, send an email with “Updates” in the subject line)  
Phone: (210) 393-7760 

For more 
information visit 
www.txdot.gov, 
and search “Loop 
1604 from US 281 
to FM 1303” or 
scan the QR Code 
below.  

 

Meeting Details 
Date: Thursday, April 27, 2017  

Time: 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Location:  Southside High School  
  Commons Area (Cafeteria)  
  19190 US 281   
  San Antonio, TX 78221 



















Additional Public Outreach Methods

In addition to the newspaper publications of the public meeting notice in English and
Spanish, additional outreach methods to inform the public of the Loop 1604 from US 
281 to FM 1303 public meeting included:

• Public meeting notices in English and Spanish were mailed to 150 adjacent
property owners, elected officials, Bexar County, Alamo Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, Alamo Regional Mobility Authority, VIA Metropolitan
Transit, and Southside Independent School District.  See attached Mailing List.

• Notices were hand delivered to 13 business along the project limits a week prior 
to the  public meeting.

• TxDOT placed six electronic message boards that advertised the public meeting 
along Loop 1604 a week prior to the meeting at the following intersections:

o Loop 1604 and US 281
o Loop 1604 and IH 35
o Loop 1604 and FM 1303

See attached Digital Message Board Placement Map.
• Citizens could go to www.txdot.gov and search key words "Loop 1604 from US 

281 to FM 1303" in order to get information on the public meeting. A screenshot
of the public meeting page on the TxDOT website can be seen on the following 
page.

CSJ: 2255-01-027



Mobile Message Board Placement
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C. Sign-in sheets
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D. Comments received



































































Transcript of the Testimony of

TXDOT OPEN HOUSE

Date:

April 27, 2017

Case:

TXDOT OPEN HOUSE



1

2

3

4

5

6

7 TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

8        OPEN HOUSE

9   LOOP 1604 FROM US 281 TO FM 1303

10      BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS

11

12   SOUTHSIDE HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA

13        19190 US 281

14     SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78221

15

16       APRIL 27, 2017

17      5:30 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

TXDOT OPEN HOUSE April 27, 2017

Kim Tindall and Associates, LLC 16414 San Pedro, Suite 900
210-697-3400

San Antonio, Texas 78232
210-697-3408

TXDOT OPEN HOUSE April 27, 2017
·

Kim Tindall and Associates, LLC 16414 San Pedro, Suite 900
210-697-3400

San Antonio, Texas 78232
210-697-3408



1         MR. H. HERNANDEZ: HOMER HERNANDEZ,

2

3         All right. The issue I have with the

4 plans that TxDOT has is 1604 and 37, the exit from San

5 Antonio to 1604 is the worst I've ever seen. It has to

6 be made -- the exit has to be brought back farther back,

7 at least, 100 to 200 feet back. Where Weatherford Oil

8 Company sits, that's where the exit has to start, and it

9 has to have a 2-lane coming in and a -- and it -- it has

10 to have a turning lane and a going straight lane or a

11 turn -- a left and a right turning lane. That would

12 solve the issues -- a lot of issues there on 37 and

13 1604. All four sections of it should be 2-lanes: One

14 turning and one -- one left, one right, instead of just

15 one lane going and one lane coming. Because trucks are

16 so congested with the big trucks that we can't -- we got

17 to leave, at least, an hour earlier to get to work

18 because of that issue, or go around the whole system

19 1604 and come down 281.

20         Now, we do need turning lanes on these --

21 on these roads where the new construction is going, not

22 just left and right and one way coming this way and one

23 way going that way, because it really isn't eliminating

24 nothing. All they have to do is expand it wider and put

25 a turning lane on each side. That's my opinion on -- on



1 the issue.

2         Also, you know, the reason I say this

3 because, and my -- my concern also on 1604 is, my

4 brother -- brotherhood's union letter carriers that

5 are -- that deliver mail on 1604. What is going to be

6 the safety of -- of the letter carriers delivering mail

7 off of 1604 and big trucks coming in at 70 miles or

8 60 miles an hour. They got to look at that issue also.

9            *****************

10         MR. R. SOLANO: ROBERT R. SOLANO,

11

12         Okay. If y'all could enlarge culverts

13 1350 plus 00 and culvert 1375 plus 00 larger because of

14 water issues when in -- on heavy rains water backs up to

15 our property.

16         And also if we could move turnaround 1390

17 plus 00 one mile west, because I -- I have a hay and

18 cattle operation and it's going to be dangerous for me

19 to pull my trailer to the turnaround. Because I have a

20 24-foot gooseneck trailer for me to -- and it's going to

21 be too -- too dangerous for me to turn around at Priest

22 Road.

23          ************************

24

25





1 and one of the reasons -- I'm a Marine veteran. I spent

2 31 years on active duty in the Marine Corp and retired

3 and came and built a house on property out in the

4 country to get away from the city -- I grew up in San

5 Antonio -- to have a little bit of a quieter life. The

6 first five or six years things were great. Yes, there's

7 traffic on 1604, but nothing that is unbearable until

8 what? Halliburton and Weatherford build their plants at

9 37 and 1604.

10         Now, all of the 18-wheelers coming up from

11 the fracking oil fields need to cut over on our highway

12 of 1604 to get to Halliburton and Weatherford. The

13 option to expand 1604 to accommodate that congestion

14 could be handled by another option. There are other

15 highways to the south that could be expanded to

16 accommodate those 18-wheelers moving toward 37 and the

17 Halliburton, Weatherford plants. I suggest to look at

18 Highway 85 and Highway 97. That could bring the traffic

19 from either Interstate 35 or 281 east toward Interstate

20 37.

21         The point is that there is other options

22 besides expand 1604 or don't expand. All of the

23 engineers that we have discussed with today that's the

24 only options that they had. Either do this or don't do

25 it and have the congestion keep building up. The
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1 problem with the congestion is 18-wheelers not a huge

2 growth on the south side like the north side.

3         This part of South Bexar County is a very

4 depressed area, low income, fabricated homes, trailer

5 homes and this type of thing, and -- and property tax --

6 property values are not increasing of their own account

7 only artificially to raise revenue. The fear is that

8 this expansion will also increase the taxes (the

9 property taxes) of the homeowners and eventually force

10 them out.

11         Now, the second factor against this

12 expansion is the schools, the elementary schools that

13 are right there on 1604. Some accommodations have been

14 made, but, essentially, you're forcing buses full of

15 school children to make a turn in an opposite direction

16 that they need to go and travel half a mile or a mile to

17 do a turnaround. Both of which are critical danger

18 areas, safety areas. I'm predicting that sooner or

19 later you're going to have a catastrophic event with one

20 of these school buses full of kids and, at that point,

21 after probably the loss of life, the county or the city

22 or the state will force those schools to be relocated.

23 Has that cost been taken into consideration? No.  I

24 asked the engineers. Of course not. But they also

25 admit, eventually, those schools are going to have to
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1 move. They don't have to move with the congestion that

2 exists now. They're going to have to move because of

3 this expansion and that's an added cost.

4         On the TxDOT website it said this

5 improvement was going to be $20 million. We get here

6 tonight and it says $30 million. I checked the website

7 right before I came here today and it said $20 million.

8 So already we're increased by 50 percent just in a

9 matter of hours. I say that facetiously, but,

10 obviously, the website has old data. But the website

11 also says that $7.5 million of the $20 million was going

12 to be based on local contributions.

13         So the engineers here from TxDOT say,

14 well, that's the Bexar County Association that

15 contributes that money. Where does that money come

16 from? Our tax dollars. And that means local tax

17 dollars. That means we (the community here) are ended

18 up have -- are going to end up having to subsidize this

19 expansion. And why? To satisfy Halliburton,

20 Weatherford, Baker Hughes. They're making millions of

21 dollars. They should be able to contribute to an

22 alternate route that gets their trucks that are trying

23 to get west to east to get to their plants. So we're

24 suggesting that TxDOT and the engineers look at a third

25 option. Besides build, don't build, which is all
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1 they've presented here today, look at a third option.

2         My -- my compliments to the engineers that

3 have made the design, they have, obviously, done great

4 work and have attempted to incorporate, you know, as

5 much safety to keep the traffic flow, but they're not

6 the ones that should be looking at an alternate option.

7 Somebody above their pay grade probably needs to look at

8 that, and I think it is a realistic option.

9         The -- the -- the people that live here

10 along 1604, that have lived here for years and years and

11 years, could very easily have moved to the north side to

12 Boerne or somewhere else where the big homes are, the

13 shopping malls, the good restaurants. They didn't.

14 They wanted a quiet country life to move down here and

15 thus far the city has not expanded down here. Someone

16 could argue, maybe, 50 years from now it will. It's not

17 going to happen in 10 years or 20 years. So this

18 expansion here is only needed to satisfy the

19 Halliburton, Weatherford, Baker Hughes companies that

20 are making billions of dollars off of the oil fields

21 down south. So we request that they look at other

22 options.

23         And one last point, we have a lot of

24 elderly people that live out here, many of which are

25 veterans that served their country honorably, and they
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1 lived out here in the country, and they use 1604 to get

2 groceries or go to church or whatever and we need to

3 accommodate their safety by putting in traffic lights

4 where it's appropriate, and Campbellton Road and 1604 is

5 one example. The fact that they have a crossover to

6 allow a left turn is not going to resolve the issue.

7 With the high speed of those 18-wheelers we could be

8 stuck there for 15, 20 minutes waiting to make a left

9 turn off of Campbellton Road onto 1604.

10         That deserves a traffic light, it's a

11 safety concern, but all of the engineers that I spoke

12 with here said it's not going to happen. That's an

13 unsatisfactory answer. If it's not going to happen

14 because of their desire to maintain a high-speed roadway

15 there for the 18-wheelers of Halliburton and Weatherford

16 that doesn't cut it, that shouldn't cut it. Okay. We

17 are the taxpayers, we're the community that is being

18 affected out here.

19         One last item: We all believe that

20 Halliburton, Weatherford, Baker Hughes received

21 significant tax breaks to build out here. It's time for

22 them to be paying for any improvements in the roadways

23 and not the taxpayers of Texas or the local community.

24 Preferably the building of a road down by 85 and 97 is

25 an option that would be preferable versus the 1604
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1 improvement. But either way, we should make those

2 companies that are making the billions of dollars pay

3 for it. Thank you.

4             * * * *  *
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Project Information

Description
The proposed project includes the 
following transportation improvements:

Expanding Loop 1604 from a two-
lane to a four-lane divided roadway
with shoulders
Adding pedestrian accommodations at various locations

The project would be constructed within the existing State 
owned right of way (ROW)

Loop 1604 Public Meeting April 27, 2017

LOOP 1604 Public Meeting April 27, 2017

Need & Purpose

Need
The project is needed due to projected increases in traffic 
congestion and history of crashes along the project corridor.  

Purpose
The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce congestion and 
improve safety. 
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Background Information 

Year
Time of 

Day

Projected Measures of Effectiveness

Travel Time (hr) Average Speed (mph) Fuel Used (gal)

2016
AM 119 46 250

PM 96 51 195

2020
AM 140 45 295

PM 116 49 232

2040
AM 687 20 1,151

PM 421 30 690

2060
AM 1,660 12 3,187

PM 897 21 1,557

Source: TxDOT LP 1604 Traffic and Operational Analysis Report (February 2017)
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If no improvements are made to Loop 1604, service levels are 
projected to decrease. 
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Typical Sections 

Current Roadway Configuration 

Proposed Roadway Configuration 
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Timeline

* Timeline is preliminary and subject to change

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Project Development

Public Meeting April 
2017

Environmental Clearance Late Fall 
2017

Construction 

Earliest Construction Spring 
2018

Estimated Completion Spring 
2020

Loop 1604 Public Meeting April 27, 2017
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Funding

TxDOT
Preliminary construction estimate is $30 Million
TxDOT is funding design and a portion of construction

Alamo Regional Mobility Authority (ARMA) 
Funding partnership to provide $10 million in funding
from vehicle registration fees

Loop 1604 Public Meeting April 27, 2017
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Environmental Considerations 

Land Use
Community Impacts
Environmental Justice
Limited English
Proficiency
Historic Resources
Archeological Resources
Air Quality
Waters of the
U.S./Wetlands

Bicycle/Pedestrian
Accommodations
Floodplains
Traffic Noise
Threatened and
Endangered Species
Hazardous Materials
Parkland
Public Involvement

Loop 1604 Public Meeting April 27, 2017
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Provide Your Comments

1. Complete a written comment card at the meeting
2. Provide verbal comments onsite to court reporter
3. Submit your written comments to TxDOT by May 12, 2017

Email comments to:   Loop1604SE@gmail.com
Mail comments to:

Options for Commenting 

Loop 1604 SE, P.O. Box 5459, Austin, TX 78763

For more information visit: www.txdot.gov and search “Loop 1604 from US 
281 to FM 1303”

Project Contact Information: 

Email:  Loop1604SE@gmail.com
*For project updates, send an email with “Updates” in the subject line

Phone: (210) 393-7760

Loop 1604 Public Meeting April 27, 2017
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Description
The proposed project includes 
the following transportation 
improvements:

Expanding Loop 1604 from a
two-lane to a four-lane divided
roadway with shoulders
Adding pedestrian accommodations at various
locations

The project would be constructed within the existing 
State owned right of way (ROW)

Loop 1604 Public Meeting April 27, 2017

Loop 1604 from US 281 to FM 1303 

LOOP 1604 Public Meeting April 27, 2017

Need & Purpose – Loop 1604 from US 281 to FM 1303 

Purpose 
The purpose of the 
proposed project is to 
reduce congestion and 
improve safety. 
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Need 
The project is needed due to projected increases in traffic 
congestion and history of crashes along the project 
corridor.  
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Typical Sections –– Loop 1604 from US 281 to FM 1303 

Current Roadway Configuration 

Proposed Roadway Configuration 
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Schedule & Funding 

* Timeline is preliminary and subject to change

Timeline 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Project Development

Public Meeting April 
2017

Environmental Clearance Late Fall 
2017

Construction 

Earliest Construction Spring 
2018

Estimated Completion Spring 
2020

Funding 

Preliminary construction estimate is $30 Million

TxDOT is funding design and a portion of construction

Alamo Regional Mobility Authority (ARMA) Funding partnership to provide
$10 million from vehicle registration fees
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The environmental review, consultation, and other actions 
required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this 
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT 
pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of 
Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by 
FHWA and TxDOT.

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas 
por las leyes ambientales federales aplicables para este 
proyecto están siendo o han sido, llevado a cabo por TxDOT -
en virtud de 23 USC 327 y un Memorando de Entendimiento 
fechado el 16 de diciembre del 2014, y ejecutado por la 
FHWA y el TxDOT.

Loop 1604 from US 281 to FM 1303  
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F. Description of project modifications resulting from 
public meeting

No project modifications have been made as a result of this public meeting.  


