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Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

2 Angus Jones 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

The turn-around lane on the access road going east – on 
its approach to Blanco is much much to short.  Even with 
the new scheme, you should make that turn around lane 
as long as possible.

Lengthening the u-turn lane pocket will be studied as a short-term solution to help operations 
at the intersection, however lengthening the u-turn pocket alone will not solve the operational 
issues at the interchange; more substantial improvements will be needed.

3 Lara McDaniel 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
More work needs to be done to address congestion on 
feeder roads such as Blanco, itself. Blanco is a nightmare 
north of 1604. When will you address that madness?

This project focused on improving the operations at the Loop 1604 and FM 2696/Blanco Rd 
interchange and what was needed to improve operations at this interchange. 

It could work!! Anything to improve how traffic backs up 
at this intersection is good!

Comment noted

Any plans to add more nighttime streetlights along 1604? 
There are many sections along 1604 with no nighttime 
lighting.

This project only studies Loop 1604 between Huebner Rd and Stone Oak Pkwy, a section that 
has illumination in the Loop 1604 median.  This project is expected to incorporate appropriate 
lighting for the collector-distributor system as well as under-bridge lighting beneath the 
proposed bridges associated with this project.  Illumination in sections that currently don’t 
have illumination may be added as part of ARMA's Loop 1604 Managed Lane Project.

5 Mil King 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
Change the lane designation at 1604 westbound access 
road to 1) left turn only 2) left or straight 3) right turn 
only

In response to comments from the Public Meeting, TxDOT is currently studying restriping the 
outside through-only lane to a shared thru-right lane for the westbound frontage road.  This 
modification will not completely solve the operational problems the westbound right-turn is 
experiencing.

Please consider adding another left turn lane (currently 
there is only one) going south on Huebner at the 
Blanco/Huebner exit from 1604 W.

See Response #3

Doing this sooner, rather than later would be immensely 
helpful to the flow of traffic. The plan to give Huebner its 
own exit off 1604 sounds helpful although we need relief 
now!

The timing of the project may change in the future as the timeline is contingent upon 
environmental approval, identification of funds, and other factors.

7 Sue Logan 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

Due to the terrific backup of traffic ion the access road 
wanting to turn north on Blanco (heading west on the 
access road), suggest the following interim fix requiring 
minimal change. “proposal” make the “straight only” lane 
an “optional” turn lane ----. This would alleviate a lot of 
the backup by cars trying to maneuver into the turn lane. 
This should be a minimal fix with minimal cost.

See Response #5

1 Timothy J. Kent 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

Please add protections for cyclists on the westbound 
frontage road approaching Blanco road.Need either 
marked bike lanes or clearly marked designated sidewalk 
sections

The outside-most lane in each direction of the frontage road will be a wider 14'-wide, lane to 
accommodate bicyclists.  This project is also adding continuous sidewalks along the frontage 
roads, filling in the gaps in areas which currently don't have sidewalks, so that if a bicyclist 
were to need to dismount and walk their bicycle, they would have a sidewalk on which to do 
so.  Current bike lanes on Blanco Road will be maintained.

4 Laverne Welborn 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

6 Joyce & Gary Hyde 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
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Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

Please look at temporary solution for west bound exit 
from 1604 to Blanco Rd. – 2 turning lanes would be most 
helpful- even if the left of the two lanes is straight and/or 
turn right. 

See Response #5

Your current peak time is in our opinion is too low. You 
might want a second look at that.

Traffic volumes shown in the traffic simulation are calibrated to existing traffic conditions 
including queuing and speeds.  Traffic simulations show the improvement resulting from the 
proposed alternative.

Looks like a good idea. It will help North/South flow on 
Blanco Road.

Comment noted

Exiting Blanco onto 1604 will still be a “jam” unless you 
are willing to do something about 1604!

This project only addresses one bottleneck, the interchange of Loop 1604 and FM 2696 (Blanco 
Rd).  Improvements to the Loop 1604 mainlanes are currently being pursued separately from 
this project by the Alamo Regional Mobility Authority (ARMA). The ARMA project is currently 
awaiting environmental approval.

10 Angus Jones 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

Could someone talk to the church official and have them 
do the “right” thing and give up (sell)? Enough land to 
make a continuous right turn at Huebner, southbound & 
1604 access).

See Response #3

Thanks for taking the time to have the open house w/ 
TxDOT Pape-Dawson Engineers! Very well done. Traffic 
solutions for this intersection are definitely needed! Well 
thought-out plans. Good luck with environmental 
assessment + funding!

Comment noted

Bike lanes + sidewalks – great to have, but ideally bike 
lane needs extra space or a berm/median between cars + 
bikes!

See Response #1

No bike lanes, walking lanes, too busy. See Response #1

Do not fund from criss cross any source before putting 
available funds in building more non toll lanes on 1604 N. 
1604 N non toll is the very top priority in San Antonio and 
must be done now.

Funding has not yet been identified for the Loop 1604/FM 2696 project.  Improvements to the 
Loop 1604 mainlanes are being pursued separately from this project by the Alamo Regional 
Mobility Authority (ARMA).

13 Rebekah Stephens 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
Thank you for working on the Blanco 1604 interchange. 
The plan is innovative + will really help with the traffic 
flow. Good luck

Comment noted

8 Pete & Loressa Leal 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

9 Dennis Means 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

11 Alice & Jack Hufnagle 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

12 Don P. Dixon 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
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Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

Entrance/exit ramps directly to and from Huebner and 
Stone Oak would alleviate much of the current traffic 
because the Blanco Road intersection is also used for 
those roads.

The collector-distributor system alone does provide significant benefit by allowing the 
Huebner Rd traffic to bypass the Blanco Rd intersections, however a more significant project 
(such as the proposed DDI configuration) is needed to address operational problems in the 
future.

Additionally, the city should study smart stop lights that 
automatically change based on amounts of traffic and 
intelligently change rather than simply on a timed 
schedule. 

Signal operations under an adaptive traffic control system would be expected to be only 
marginally improved during peak traffic periods in comparison to the coordinated operation 
that is currently in the field.

15 Connie Landry 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
I fully support the proposed plan for 1604/Blanco 
intersection. I hope it happens without delay.

Comment noted

16 Anonymous Commenter 1 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

Liked the animation. Make sure you announce/make 
readily available videos/animations BEFORE completion 
so the public will know how it really works. Practice 
makes perfect.  Thank you. 

Public meeting materials will be made available on the TxDOT website.  Additional educational 
materials on DDI operation are also widely available online on the TxDOT website and social 
media pages.

1604 W exit to Blanco Road will still have to merge with 
traffic going west on 1604 from Stone Oak (Corner Stone) 

With the implementation of the ramp braid for the westbound exit to Blanco/Huebner and the 
westbound entrance ramp from Stone Oak, westbound traffic exiting for Huebner Rd would no 
longer have to use the exit for Blanco Rd.  This will reduce the volume conflicting with the 
westbound traffic entering the 1604 mainlanes from Stone Oak and improve weaving 
operations.

N. Blanco Road traffic into Vineyard Shopping center will 
be a mess.

This project will be adding an extra lane northbound and will be extending the northbound left-
turn lane into the Vineyards Shopping Center.

Disruption of traffic over Blanco Road on access roads.
Access to and from Blanco Rd should be essentially unchanged by this project.  Should 
problems with access along Blanco Rd arise in the future, additional access management 
measures could be studied in the future separately from this project.

18 Jeanette Mosley 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
I am in favor of this “DDI” project. I will look forward to 
reducing my traffic time. 

Comment noted

14 Jonathan Geserick 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

17 Paul Hohman 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

3



Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

I see and understand the geographic and traffic pattern 
changes, makes sense. My concerns are, STONE OAK is 
rapidly becoming a retirement community with elderly 
drivers. This traffic pattern is NOT an intuitive flow. I am 
concerned about elderly and inexperienced driver 
accidents rising due to this change.

The proposed design includes several features, including large overhead signs with lane 
designations, striping on the pavement to help direct drivers, and concrete barriers to keep 
traffic separated as much as possible, to help make the design as intuitive as possible.  Other 
locations which have recently constructed Diverging Diamond Interchanges, similar to the 
proposed design at Loop 1604 and FM 2696 (Blanco Rd), have seen a reduction in both crash 
frequency and severity since implementation.

I am for it, but a strong change management 
communication and awareness will be critical.

TxDOT understands the need for communicating project developments to the public for such a 
high-traffic location and will continue to publicize new project announcements and 
developments.

I don’t understand why some basic traffic principles are 
not applied during peak traffic times. These basic 
principles are applied throughout the US and Europe. 

In response to Items 1-2, these items are policy items that TxDOT does not necessarily have 
jurisdiction over or would require approval from the state legislature and/or transportation 
commission (entities outside of TxDOT).  We would recommend contacting your elected 
officials regarding these items.  In response to Item 3, this is an enforcement decision made by 
the San Antonio Police Department; TxDOT cannot enforce traffic violations.    Accordingly, we 
recommend you contact the SAPD regarding this request.  Regarding Items 4 and 5, the traffic 
signals along the Blanco Rd corridor are already coordinated during peak periods and are 
operated by the City of San Antonio.  In a coordinated system, the side streets would not 
receive a green light until the Blanco Rd signals have received all of their green time; during 
the peak periods, the side street signals would not turn green as soon as a vehicle approaches 
unless that vehicle happened to be arriving when the approach was going to receive a green 
regardless.  Regarding Item 6, TxDOT already coordinates with traffic services regarding 
closures.

Love the new revision! Comment noted
I’m disappointed with the timeline. I’d love to see this 
happen faster.

See Response #6

My only concern is traffic coming from the HEB parking 
lot- out on the Blanco side- turning left. Looks like that 
could be an issue.

Access along FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) is essentially unchanged by this project.  While access 
problems are not anticipated, access could be managed in the future should a problem arise at 
this location.

19 Steven Mills 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

20 Julie Stewart 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
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Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

For westbound right turn on frontage, have left most stay 
as one lane (left most) onto Blanco and right most have 
two lanes to facilitate traffic heading N on Blanco past 
Madera. This will de-conflict traffic in right most turn lane 
from having to merge into center Blanco lane to continue 
north.

In response to public meeting comments, this modification is being studied in further detail.

The start of the westbound right turn on frontage should 
be extended back past the bridge instead of where it is 
today to allow more cars to fill both new right turn lanes.

Lengthening the two right-turn lanes does not add a significant enough benefit to overcome 
the substantial costs.  With the proposed DDI configuration's improved signal operation, the 
westbound right-turn lanes will be receiving green lights for longer periods of time and more 
frequently than they do now.  This additional green time will allow the turn lanes to discharge 
significantly quicker than they do now; providing additional queue storage would not be as 
beneficial under the proposed configuration as the queue will be cleared fairly rapidly.  
Lengthening the right-turn lanes would be fairly difficult as it would require widening the 
bridge, reconstructing drainage features in the area, additional right-of-way, and potentially 
additional environmental clearances; any of which could significantly complicate or stall the 
project.

Appreciate TxDOT allowing Blanco/1604 users to view 
plans for expansion.

Comment noted.  The plans shown at the Public Meeting will also be available on the TxDOT 
website.

Two issues to consider. 1604 Access road east to west 
primarily turning right onto Blanco: Choke point exists at 
4 lanes to 3 lanes, breaking up traffic. (Those 3 lanes feed 
into 5 lanes!)

In the existing configuration, the frontage road has two lanes traveling west from Stone Oak 
Pkwy and adds a third lane from the westbound exit ramp to Blanco Rd.  The westbound 
entrance ramp from Stone Oak Pkwy to the Loop 1604 mainlanes is split directly off of the 
inside lane.  In the existing configuration, there is never a point where the frontage road is 
reduced from 4-lanes to 3-lanes. The proposed DDI configuration will improve operations on 
the frontage road by providing an auxiliary lane to ease weaving conditions between traffic 
exiting 1604 for Blanco and traffic entering 1604 from Stone Oak, and by constructing a 
dedicated collector-distributor system to allow traffic headed for Huebner Road to bypass the 
Blanco Rd intersection.

Add to north side of access road at fourth lane over 
bridge. Permit TWO lanes to turn right onto Blanco.

See Response #21

Make a model of the Blanco/1604 intersection so we can 
walk it before we drive it in a car. This could avoid many 
accidents. 

TxDOT has created informational graphics and media to help explain the concept to drivers, 
some of which were available at the public meeting.  TxDOT has prepared and distributed 
similar materials prior to the opening of a diverging diamond in Round Rock, Texas.

The HOV lane proposed on 281 N. of 1604 should be a toll 
lane Texas folks do not carpool very well. HOV’s are not 
used hardly at all in Houston either.

The US 281 project was partially funded by Proposition 7 funds, which cannot be used to fund 
tolled projects.

21 Kyle Kennedy 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

22 Larry Lewis 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

23 Blanco Woods HOA Director 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
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Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response
Design looks good/innovative. Comment noted
Would be good to understand how 2-year construction 
period will impact traffic flow once project is ready to 
proceed.

Details on the traffic control plan will be determined at a later date closer to detailed design of 
the interchange.

Maybe another open house prior to start of construction?
Another opportunity for public involvment will be offered prior to construction of this project.  
The public will be informed as soon as the schedule determined.

Thank You! Much needed traffic relief project! Comment noted

I own a home that backs up to Blanco. My backyard is a 
fence with a rock wall owned by the homeowner’s 
association of Blanco Bluffs. Your representatives did not 
know how much this project will encroach on or approach 
my wall.

All improvements on FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) in front of the Blanco Bluffs subdivision are 
expected to be completely contained within existing TxDOT Right-of-Way.  If the wall is located 
outside of TxDOT right-of-way, it is not expected to be impacted.

It is a noise and privacy issue, as well as a safety issue. 
Buses that travel Blanco can carry passengers with the 
ability to look directly into my family room.

A noise analysis of the project will be conducted prior to construction of the project.  Any 
impacts requiring mitigation would be addressed at that time.  If the issue is in regards to the 
location of a VIA bus stop or bus operations in relation to your house, we recommend 
contacting VIA Metropolitan Transit to see what can be done.

What will this road widening do? 
The improvements between Talavera and W Blanco Rd would add one additional lane in both 
the northbound and southbound directions while reconstructing the current bicycle lanes and 
sidewalks.

I want to specifically know where the road bed will end 
with respect to my wall.

Typically in the section of FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) in front of the Blanco Bluffs subdivision, the 
edge of pavement on Blanco Rd will be approximately 14' inside the TxDOT right-of-way 
boundary.

26 Shawn C. Dinsmore 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
Please start sooner. The congestion is already terrible. If 
we wait until 2021 to even start the project, it’s going to 
be complete gridlock down there.

See Response #6

27 Mike Gabel 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
The improvements look good. Good planning, well 
thought-out.

Comment noted.  

28 Mark Heniser 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

Is there any chance of immediate making two (2) right 
turns from 1604 service road west onto Blanco north 
now? Currently this is the only section of the existing 
intersection with only one turn (north onto Blanco from 
1604 west)

See Response #5

29 Todd Spears 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

I’m a business owner on the south side of 1604 currently 
with traffic exiting Blanco both ways. The saving grace of 
the proposal is the moving of the Stone Oak Parkway/ 
Voight exit more to the west. This is ACTUALLY EXCELLENT 
for my business.

Reversing the ramps on Loop 1604 between Blanco Rd and Stone Oak Pkwy will help 
operations at the Loop 1604 at Blanco interchange by providing vehicles with a longer distance 
to get in the correct lane before entering the Loop 1604 mainlanes, and help operations on the 
Loop 1604 mainlanes by removing a weaving segment between the eastbound entrance ramp 
from Blanco Rd and the eastbound exit ramp to Stone Oak Pkwy.

30 Roy Willis 11/30/2017 Public Meeting Love the diverging diamond intersection design! Comment noted
31 Theresa Edwards 11/30/2017 Public Meeting Can you start earlier? See Response #6

25 Linda Jeffords 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

24 Rudy Garza 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
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Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

32 Gloria Autrey 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
Can you please begin this sooner? It looks like a great 
concept!

See Response #6

33 Kathleen Fagan 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

Please extend Blanco Rd beyond Old Blanco Rd to 
facilitate the exiting of my subdivision Canyon Creek 
Bluffs. Traffic heading south bound Blanco tends to travel 
at 60 mph and we currently have a blind intersection 
from the last time TxDOT widened Blanco Rd.

See Response #3

34 Ben Carroll 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

Need help entering and exiting the Vineyard subdivision 
via Blanco. With the widening project of Blanco 5 years 
ago, median was installed just north of Vineyard (Blanco 
Rd) entrance. This median created a dangerous left turn 
scenario for residents exiting Vineyard subdivision. Please 
consider helping alleviate this dangerous exit. 

This project focused on the Loop 1604 and FM 2696/Blanco Rd interchange and the area 
around it that would need to be modified in order to move more vehicles through this 
interchange. We recommend contact the City of San Antonio through their 311 system 
regarding any maintenance for areas outside the project study limits.

Two issues not addressed: West bound frontage road for 
right turn on Blanco going north currently backs up all the 
way to water tank service road. Does not become 2 right 
turn lanes soon enough to relieve congestion at Blanco.

See Response #21

South bound traffic on Blanco need relief from several 
miles back north of Huebner. It can currently take 30-40 
minutes to transit the 2 or 3 miles going south to 1604. 
Apartments and more residential going in along Blanco.

Southbound at Blanco and 1604 improved dramatically during AM peak.  During the AM peak, 
the southbound travel times from Huebner through Loop 1604 are expected to be reduced 
from 5 minutes and 36 seconds to 2 minutes and 51 seconds.  This project focused on the Loop 
1604 and FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) interchange; we are not able to address all of the bottlenecks 
within the entire Blanco Rd corridor with this one study.

36 Michael Schlatter 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

There are some simple + inexpensive things that could be 
done now at the westbound 1604 + Huebner intersection. 
Presently, there are three lanes. The left lane can be used 
to go straight or turn left. The middle lane is straight only. 
The right lane is right only. I recommend making the left 
lane a left only and the middle lane left or straight. The 
right lane remains right only. Most cars at the intersection 
turn left or do a U-turn. Very few go straight.

See Response #3

35 C. Settles 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

7



Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

Widening Blanco to three lanes through the intersection 
is great. However, going north on Blanco and cutting the 
lanes back to two is going to cause some back log. That’s 
what happened before the widened it to Huebner.

Widening all the way to Huebner or Wilderness Oak would require significant additional 
amounts of right-of-way and would add substantial cost to the project.  Both of these issues 
could potentially derail the project, or at least lengthen the timeline required to complete the 
project.

We need to have the project to widen Blanco all the way 
through Wilderness Oak at a minimum.

See Response #3

Prefer a buffered or protected bike lane where feasible. 
Outer lane no wider than 12ft.

Buffered or protected bike lanes throughout the project would require additional right-of-way 
and would add substantial cost to the project.  A wider than usual 14' outside lane is proposed 
to accommodate bicyclists.

Blanco – bike lane improvements and separation from 
high speed (>40 mph) is preferred.

Providing a buffered or protected bike lane along Blanco Road is not plausible for this project 
unless significant amounts of additional right-of-way are acquired.  This additional right-of-way 
would also likely impact homes and business along the corridor as parking spaces, walls, 
fences, and other features would likely need to be torn down to build a buffer for the bike 
lane.

1604 – Preferred lower speed on frontage road no greater 
than 45 mph.

The speed limits are established based on the 85th percentile speed of vehicles observed on a 
roadway and cannot be established prior to project implementation.  Speed limits may be 
reevaluated after project completion, but they would not be preemptively lowered as part of 
this project.

Prefer a landscaped buffer for people on sidewalk.
Providing a landscaped buffer or barrier between the roadway and the sidewalk would require 
additional right-of-way and add significant cost to the project.  Acquiring this additional right-
of-way may also cause significant impacts to business and homes abutting the corridor. 

Will there be better traffic light coordination so that 
traffic flows at constant rate?

The traffic signals along the FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) corridor will continue to be coordinated.  
Improving intersection operations within the corridor should help to improve progression by 
reducing queuing within the corridor.

Will the speed limit be reduced to keep joggers and 
people who ride bikes will be safer?

See Response #38

Sidewalks should have rails every 25 feet with a five foot 
opening to protect pedestrians from an out of control 
vehicle. 

Providing railing between the roadway and the sidewalk would add significant cost to the 
project and would not be consistent with conditions found in the area.  The railing would also 
pose a safety hazard for bicyclists within the corridor, particularly along Blanco Rd where the 
dedicated bike lane is adjacent to the sidewalk.

39 Gloria A. Guerrero 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

37 Lorie Courchesne 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

38 Anonymous Commenter 2 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
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Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

We have concerns that traffic flow will be affected further 
up Blanco Road (specifically around the Blanco/Huebner 
intersection). 

Operations at the Blanco Rd and Huebner Rd intersection were examined as part of this study 
to ensure that the Loop 1604 project would not create a significant problem at the Huebner Rd 
intersection (in addition to the problems that are already there).  While improving operations 
at the Loop 1604 and Blanco Rd interchange will allow vehicles to more easily reach the 
Huebner Rd, the operations of northbound Blanco Rd at Huebner Rd are not expected to be 
substantial worse than they would be without the Loop 1604 project.  The Loop 1604 at Blanco 
Rd project is not expected to have an impact on the operations of Blanco Rd north of Huebner 
Rd.

With this project we are afraid that the number of 
vehicles going up/down Blanco will only increase. 
Furthermore, no one is going at the posed 45 mph speed 
limit. Please keep in mind that this project will not only 
affect the Blanco/1604 area but also those of us 
approximately one mile up the road.

See Response #38

41 Terry Larison 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

On Blanco Rd from Loop 1604 to Wilderness Oak. The 
center medians between N.B. and S.B. traffic lanes. The 
beginning point of the medians is about one foot in width. 
Hard to see at night, many cars have hit and blown tires + 
rims. You can see the damaged concrete curbs. Some 
have (1) small white marker pole about 3’ high + still hard 
to see at night. Street lights hardly help out there. I had 
two tires + rims totaled from the medium island curb 
shoulders.

See Response #34

42 Cyndi Tourtellot 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

Need to improve marking for center median on Blanco Rd 
north of 1604 just past Huebner going north bound. The 
road curves and with minimal lighting can hit the 
medians. Simple solution is to paint the curb with 
reflective paint + put reflective bolts on the road. Previous 
small reflective poles have been knocked down. You can 
easily see tire marks + chipped concrete where cars have 
hit the median.

See Response #34

Huebner Road exit/entrance may see dangerous merging 
or exit maneuvers with increased speed of cars utilizing 
lower through lanes from 1604. Please take into 
consideration.

Weaving operations for the Huebner Road entrance and exit ramps were studied as part of 
this design.  Issues are not expected, however should the need arise additional access 
management measures could be implemented after completion of the project.

Thank you for taking the time to show us the design and 
taking our questions.

Comment noted

40 Debbie Freno 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

43 Pascual Delgado 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
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Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

44 James R. Witthauer 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

Excellent presentation. Came away informed and pleased 
with the logical, thoughtful design for alleviating a major 
headache for my daily commute from north Blanco Rd to 
Fort Sam Houston.

Comment noted

45 David Fritsche 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
Please re-stripe the west bound service road to allow two 
right turn lanes onto Blanco. This would allow two lanes 
to turn onto northbound Blanco. 

See Response #5

This DDI design looks like it will do a good job of 
addressing the traffic congestion issue at LP 1604/Blanco.

Comment noted

One concern I have is that all right turns, with the 
exception of 1604 WB to Blanco NB, are only a single lane 
wide. I think that there is sufficient right turn traffic from 
Blanco SB to 1604 WB to justify a second lane.

With the implementation of the proposed DDI configuration, each approach will operate more 
efficiently as each approach will get a greater percentage of time when the traffic signal 
controlling it is green.  The need for additional right-turn lanes has been studied. It was found 
that single right-turn lanes would operate adequately with the proposed improvements, even 
under higher traffic conditions.

Also, I understand that this is outside the project area, but 
having Blanco NB narrow from 3 lanes to 2 lanes so close 
to 1604 will result in significant backups because traffic 
will flow better through the interchange.

The transition from 3-lanes to 2-lanes was studied in detail as part of this project.  We do not 
anticipate this transition causing significant backups in the corridor.  This project only focused 
on the Loop 1604 and Blanco Rd interchange.  Extending the third lane further north past 
Madera Parkway would help operations, but would add significant costs and require additional 
right-of-way.

Get the city to adjust their signal lights’ timing or you’re 
going to continue to have problems.

These signals are operated by the City of San Antonio.  We recommend contacting the City of 
San Antonio's 311 program regarding signal timing adjustments.  It should be noted that signal 
timing modifications alone cannot solve the operational problems within the project corridor. 

Don’t paint the bridges.
Final aesthetic details for this project have not been determined at this time.  However, it is 
expected that the improvements will be designed to TxDOT's Hill Country Design Theme, 
similar to the Loop 1604/US 281 interchange nearby.

Put up plenty of signs!

The proposed design will include a significant number of signs.  In addition to the small signs 
typically included at interchanges to provide guidance, the proposed design will also include 
large overhead signs to show lane designations and help get drivers in the proper lane.   In 
addition to signage, the proposed design will include striping on the pavement.  All work of 
these elements will together to guide drivers to the appropriate lanes.

Message boards are needed. If you don’t put boards up at 
lease put the conduit + pall boxes in so when its needed 
you’ve got it.

This project is not expected to be making any modifications to the Loop 1604 mainlanes, and 
accordingly does not include any Dynamic Message Signs.

48 Anonymous Commenter 3 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
Obviously not interested in comments. You’re here to 
justify what you are doing.

The public meeting was held to gather feedback from the community and the drivers that 
drive through the area everyday and experience the congestion and operations within the 
corridor first-hand.  Changes will be made to the concept and schematic based on feedback 
from the public at this public meeting.

47 Harold L. Dillashaw 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

46 Ron Buchalski 11/30/2017 Public Meeting
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Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response
We are encouraged by the planned improvements to 
1604 + Blanco.

Comment noted

Not addressed by this proposal is the need for stop light 
on Blanco (south of 1604) between Talavera + Mission 
Ridge. I live in Blanco Woods subdivision. A light here 
would be about ½ way + would pulse the traffic.

This project focused on improving the operations at the Loop 1604 and FM 2696/Blanco Rd 
interchange and what was needed to improve operations at this interchange.   As a potential 
traffic signal at this location would be operated by the City of San Antonio, we recommend 
contacting the City of San Antonio regarding this request.  Through the City of San Antonio's 
311 program, requests for new traffic signals may be submitted.

50 John Sullivan 11/29/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

51 Lisa Cervantes 11/29/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

52 Todd Spears 11/30/2017 Email
I was at your meeting tonight and love the proposal. Is 
there a way I can get a copy of the image or a link to it or 
the video?

All public meeting materials will be made available on the TxDOT website.

While the plan looks like a good idea, the initial concern is 
the construction start date of 2021 and the being 
completed in 2023.

The construction start date could come sooner depending on the upon the environmental 
review process, the identification of funds for the project, and other factors.

In the meantime, a temporary solution needs to be 
created to assist with traffic flow until the construction is 
completed. My suggestion would be to create double turn 
lanes on the westbound turn lanes from the 1604 access 
road to turn northbound on Blanco.

See Response #6

The estimated times posted at the meeting during peak 
travel times for this turn was 7 minutes. I would suspect 
in the worst conditions this can easily exceed 10 minutes 
just to make the one turn from 1604 to Blanco, just by 
creating double turn lanes with markings identifying this 
could help alleviate traffic flow until construction is 
completed.

See Response #5

Thank you for the informational meeting and thank you 
for seeking further input for the local residents and 
businesses that will be affected by the construction and 
design.

Comment noted

54 Janel Sterbentz 12/1/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

55 Joshua Perry 12/1/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

49 Judy & Dick Gilby 11/30/2017 Public Meeting

53 Douglas Rich 12/1/2017 Email
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Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

56 Alston Cox 12/2/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

57 Craig Pearson 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

58 Miguel Garza 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

59 Lester Rosebrock 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

60 Kathleen Curry 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

61 Zach Weiss 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

62 Michael Forsyth 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

I’m looking at your schematics for the Loop 1604/FM 
2696 (Blanco Rd), I see there are either five or six lanes 
(too small picture to tell which) approaching the 
intersection on the access road from east to west that 
either turnaround, turn left, straight or turn right. The 
plan as revealed will greatly enhance traffic movement at 
the intersection with one glaring exception: Because the 
east to west access road to the intersection as a major 
choke point of four lanes squeezing down to three lanes 
(across bridge) then up to five or six turning/ straight 
lanes. 

While their are fewer lanes crossing the bridge than there are at the intersection, the existing 
bridge is not the choke point on the frontage road, the traffic signal at the intersection of the 
westbound frontage road and Blanco Rd is.  A traffic signal interrupts this flow of traffic. Based 
on the existing signal timings at the westbound frontage road intersection, the westbound 
approach has a green light only green 35% of the time during the evening rush hour; the other 
65% of the time, the light is red.  Accordingly, you will only be able get about  525 vehicles per 
hour per lane at the signal.  The theoretical capacity of the 3-lane section over the bridge is 
around 4,500 vehicles per hour, while the theoretical capacity of the traffic signal with the 
existing 4 approach lanes is between 2,100 and 2,800 vehicles per hour.  The location with the 
lower traffic capacity is at the intersection and not at the bridge.  Accordingly, improving the 
intersection was the higher priority as the bridge section is able to move more vehicles than 
the intersection approach.

You could engineer 10 lanes turning or straight but it 
wouldn’t matter because of the simple existence of the 
choke point of squeezing westbound access road to three 
lanes. (What “should” have been done a few years ago 
when they added the entry lane to Loop 1604 west for 
the access lane was to back the entry lane up 200-300 
feet and EXPAND the three lanes to FOUR lanes, thus 
facilitating traffic leading now up to five lanes…. Could 
that still be considered? There was no way to expand the 
lanes on the bridge to the north because of all the water 
work equipment in place; but a fourth lane could have 
easily been added on the south side of the access road.)

See Response #21

63 Colonel Larry Lewis 12/3/2017 Email
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Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

64 Austin Newton 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

65 Will Schiek 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

66 Adam Portmann 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

67 Joseph Riggs 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

68 Eduardo Macias 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

69 Jonathan Flores 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

70 Dan Cancilla 12/3/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

71 Michael Wheeler 12/4/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

72 Diana Rabago 12/4/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

73 Jon Roan 12/4/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

74 Benjamin Perez 12/4/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

75 Edward Cain 12/4/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

76 Patricia Contreras 12/5/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

77 Marco Paredes 12/5/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

78 Jon Moreno 12/5/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

79 Maria Mappin 12/6/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1

80 Richard Ryan Garcia 12/12/2017 Email
Please ensure there are safe bike facilities installed for the 
1604/Blanco project.

See Response #1
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Loop 1604 at FM 2696 Comment Response Matrix

Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

"We support the principles of smart streets and vision 
zero. These principles indicated that your proposals 
require more attention to bicycle and pedestrian travel 
thought this intersection." 

Bicycle and pedestrian accommodation has been a primary consideration throughout the 
planning process.  This project will improve pedestrian facilities in the corridor by constructing 
sidewalks along the Loop 1604 frontage roads where there currently are none.  The project will 
also provide a barrier separated pedestrian facility that allows pedestrians to cross from the 
between the northbound and southbound lanes of Blanco Rd.  Bicyclists will be provided 
comparable facilities to what they have currently.  A 14' outside lane which can accommodate 
bicyclists will be provided.  It should be noted that in the section referred to in the comment 
that no lanes on northbound or southbound Blanco feed directly into this inside lane.  A 
bicyclist would essentially be able to use their bike lane to get onto the bridge and to the point 
where this lane opens up, move over into this inside lane unimpeded, and essentially have this 
lane to themselves until they reach the dedicated bike lane on the far side of the interchange.

"We support the principles of prioritizing people over 
vehicles, and transit over passenger (largely solo person) 
vehicles"

VIA Metropolitan Transit has been involved in the planning of this project and has provided 
feedback on the proposed design. Improving intersection operations and providing a collector 
distributor system for frontage road through vehicles (including VIA Metropolitan Transit's 
busses) is expected to dramatically improve travel times for through vehicles.  TxDOT has been 
working with VIA throughout the planning process for this project to ensure that the project 
addresses the needs of mass transit in the corridor.

"Essential that the diverging diamond interchange 
proposal at Loop 1604 and Blanco Rd be considered 
within the larger context of ways to reduce both travel 
time and vehicle volume through this intersection. 

Improvements in travel times and reductions in driver delay would not be short-term in 
nature.  The existing configuration is already failing during the AM and PM peak periods; the 
operations will only continue to get worse as traffic volumes increase over time.  
Implementation of the proposed DDI improvements would significantly improve traffic 
operations within the corridor.  Delay is expected to be reduced by 86% during the 2037 AM 
Peak and 92% during the 2037 PM Peak by implementing the proposed DDI configuration with 
the higher future traffic volumes and congestion.  Travel time reductions are expected to 
increase as traffic in the region grows and congestion increases due to improved interchange 
operations, with the improvement in expected travel time for northbound Blanco Rd going 
from 5 minutes during the 2017 PM peak to 12 minutes and 6 seconds during the 2037 PM 
peak.  Improving the operations at the intersections also improves the operations for transit 
using these facilities as their travel time, delay, stops, and fuel consumption are all 
dramatically improved.

81 Terry Burns 12/15/2017 Email
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Comment Number Commenter Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Response

Commenter is concerned with access and safety near and 
around the DDI. 

Regarding concerns over through movements.  During the evening peak, travel times from the 
HEB driveway near Taco Cabana to the Loop 1604 eastbound mainlanes are expected to be 
reduced by approximately 5 minutes with today's volumes because of a reduction in 
congestion and queuing.  This improvement would only increase over time as traffic volumes 
continue to grow and congestion increases.  While travel distance may be further, with the 
proposed configuration you would not be stopping as often or stuck in traffic for as long as you 
would be with the current configuration.  Regarding the Loop 1604 mainlane improvements, 
the Alamo Regional Mobility Authority (ARMA) is proposing a project that will add lanes to the 
Loop 1604 mainlanes.  Regarding the Loop 1604 at US 281 interchange, the remaining direct-
connector ramps will be constructed as part of the US 281 project that is already under 
construction.

"Good luck with this project and with no delays." Comment noted

“I just want to say that 1604 and Blanco is an example of 
misuse of taxpayer money by not doing a simple thing in 
the first place and not fixing it now.”

The operations at the Loop 1604 and FM 2696/Blanco Rd interchange are currently failing 
during the AM and PM peaks due to the high traffic volumes approaching the intersection.  
Making relatively minor operational improvements may make operations slightly better in the 
short-term, but they will not fix the issues at the intersection.  More substantial 
improvements, such as the proposed DDI configuration, are needed to provide adequate 
capacity moving forward.

“the eastbound approach lane to Blanco after you get off 
the ramp of 1604 has a turnaround lane where you can go 
back to the west and go over to Target or go back to 
Huebner or whatever.  That lane is about 15 feet long, but 
TxDOT owns the grass behind it all the way down for 
probably three-quarters of a mile. If they would just pour 
asphalt in that property, which is already owned by 
TxDOT, it would create a turnaround lane almost a mile 
long and alleviate tons of traffic that does not want to sit 
in the eastbound lane.”

Lengthening the u-turn lane pocket will be studied as a short-term solution to help operations 
at the intersection, however lengthening the u-turn pocket alone will not solve the operational 
issues at the interchange.  The u-turn pocket is blocked by queues from the eastbound left and 
through movements; unless the operations for these movements are improved, the problem 
with the u-turn pocket being blocked will persist, even with a lengthened turn pocket.  With 
the triple left turns and improved operation in the proposed configuration, the length of the 
proposed turn pocket for the u-turn is not expected to be blocked frequently.

84 Diana Tison 11/30/2017 Court Reporter

It's with regard to the westbound lanes of the frontage 
that come up to Blanco Road. Why not have two turn 
lanes on the right-hand side, one that can turn left or go 
straight -- or turn right or go straight?

See Response #5

85 Timothy James Kent 11/30/2017 Court Reporter
I'd really like to see designated bike lanes along the full 
stretch, if possible; but, if not, then there is a section 
where we're going up the hill.

See Response #1

82 Chris Goya 12/15/2017 Email

83 Angus Jones 11/30/2017 Court Reporter
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86 David Fritsche 11/30/2017 Court Reporter

“Currently there is only one turn lane to turn right off the 
frontage road onto Blanco northbound.” “what I am 
suggesting is that TxDOT stripe the right turn lane for a 
direct right turn onto the right lane of Blanco going north 
and stripe a right turn in through lane next to it so that 
two lanes are striped to turn right and some of the 
through traffic can go straight or turn right so there is two 
lanes turning.”

See Response #5

“I just want to say thank you for having this open house 
and for preparing everything. It is a major step, and it's 
going to affect a lot of people and a lot of businesses. And 
so I've been assured that the businesses will have access, 
which is good. That's a concern.”

Access along FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) is essentially unchanged by this project.  It is expected that 
throughout all major phases of construction that the existing number of lanes for every 
movement will be maintained.  Accordingly, traffic operations are expected to remain roughly 
at the levels that they are now throughout a majority of construction.

Thank you for setting all of this up and thinking about the 
future, and I appreciate it.

Comment noted

I think what we would say is we're excited about the 
project. It definitely needs to be done. It seems like that 
the engineers have done a great work, and we trust that. I 
think our hope is that if we could be done sooner. 2021 
seems a little far away with the traffic that we're dealing 
with now.

See Response #6

“also looking ahead toward what is that going to do to the 
light at Target if we're pushing everybody to the light at 
Target, and everybody has to go in that entrance to get to 
all of that shopping. I think it's really going to get 
congested, and Blanco is already kind of a mess.”

This project will be adding an extra lane northbound and will be extending the northbound left-
turn lane into the Vineyards Shopping Center. These improvements should  significantly 
improve operations at the Vineyards signal.  No additional improvements are expected to be 
needed, however should the need arise in the future, additional access management measures 
or operational improvements could be studied.

“we definitely think that it's needed, and it looks like 
they're on the right track.”

Comment noted

89 Anonymous Commenter 4 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff

If this construction is concurrent with any future US 281 
construction, it would be very difficult for Stone Oak 
people to get out. Don’t build them at the same time.

Construction of Phase I of the US 281 project (Loop 1604 to just south of Marshall Rd) is 
expected to be completed in Fall of 2020.  Construction of the improvements associated with 
the Loop 1604/FM 2696 project isn't anticipated to begin until Fall of 2021, so the projects 
aren't expected to overlap.

90 Anonymous Commenter 5 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff
Want it constructed sooner rather than later. See Response #6

88 Tanya Campen 11/30/2017 Court Reporter

87 Dolores Duderstadt 11/30/2017 Court Reporter
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91 Anonymous Commenter 6 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff

The chokepoint for the intersection is on the WB frontage 
road, the bridge over Panther Springs creek is only 3 lanes 
wide – that is the problem.  Why spend $38M when you 
can spend a couple of million and solve the problem by 
widening the bridge.

The existing bridge is not the choke point on the frontage road, the traffic signal at the 
intersection of the westbound frontage road and Blanco Rd is.  The flow rate for an 
uninterrupted travel lane (similar to a lane on the bridge) is typically around 1,500 vehicles per 
hour per lane.  A traffic signal interrupts this flow of traffic. Based on the existing signal timings 
at the westbound frontage road intersection, the westbound approach has a green light only 
green 35% of the time during the evening rush hour; the other 65% of the time, the light is red.  
Accordingly, you will only be able get about  525 vehicles per hour per lane at the signal.  The 
theoretical capacity of the 3-lane section over the bridge is around 4,500 vehicles per hour, 
while the theoretical capacity of the traffic signal with the existing 4 approach lanes is between 
2,100 and 2,800 vehicles per hour.  The location with the lower traffic capacity is at the 
intersection and not at the bridge.  Accordingly, improving the intersection was the higher 
priority as the bridge section was not nearing capacity.  Widening the bridge will not solve the 
problem.

92 Anonymous Commenter 7 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff
Why can’t you just allow two right-turn lanes on the 
westbound frontage road, that is all that is needed.

See Response #5

93 Anonymous Commenter 8 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff
Some concerns about accidents, wrong way driving.

The proposed design includes several features which will help to improve safety at the 
intersection.  The proposed configuration will include signage (including large overhead signs) 
and striping to direct drivers into the proper lane and keep them heading in the proper 
direction.  The design will also include physical barriers, such as raised concrete barriers, 
between the northbound and southbound lanes of Blanco Rd, which will help channelize 
traffic.  The deflection angle between the approaches will also help make the crossover 
intersections feel like a normal intersection when a driver is approaching.  While the design 
looks unconventional on paper, it drives very similarly to any normal intersection.  Accident 
data collected at other recently implemented DDIs across the country showed reductions in 
crashes with a 36% reduction seen in Colorado and a 60% reduction seen in Missouri.

94 Anonymous Commenter 9 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff

Seems like the construction of several projects will be 
going on at once (US 281, Blanco Road (northern section), 
Loop 1604 and Blanco). How to do plan to minimize 
disruptions in traffic?

See Response #89

95 Anonymous Commenter 10 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff
This intersection seems confusing how we will know how 
to drive through it.

When the project is constructed and opened to the public, several design features will be in 
place which will help make driving through the interchange fairly intuitive.  The project will 
include large overhead signs to show lane designations, including over Blanco Rd and the 
proposed collector-distributor, to direct drivers to the correct lane.  The project will also 
include small signs, similar to those that are at the interchange now, to supplement the larger 
overhead signs and to provide additional guidance for drivers.  Striping will also be provided 
on the pavement to help guide drivers through the intersection.
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96 Anonymous Commenter 11 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff

This will promote speeding in front of my neighborhood 
(Canyon Brook south of Loop 1604). How are we going to 
get out? Can you put a traffic signal there?

This project is focused on improving the operations at the Loop 1604 and FM 2696/Blanco Rd 
interchange and what was needed to improve operations at this interchange.  TxDOT does not 
enforce posted speed limits; for a speeding problem on this section of Blanco Rd, we 
recommend contacting San Antonio Police Department regarding enforcement.  A potential 
traffic signal at this location would be operated by the City of San Antonio, we recommend 
contacting the City of San Antonio regarding this request.  Through the City of San Antonio's 
311 program, requests for new traffic signals may be submitted.

97 Anonymous Commenter 12 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff
Is this a funded project? Funding has not yet been identified for this project.

98 Anonymous Commenter 13 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff
Need a signal at Blanco/Canyon Brook intersection. 
Dangerous to pull out and turn left today.

See Response #49

99 Anonymous Commenter 14 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff
Why not build bike lanes on 1604 frontage roads?

Adding a dedicated bike lane or a protected/buffered bike lane  would require additional right-
of-way throughout the length of the project, and add substantial cost.

100 Anonymous Commenter 15 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff

The future two westbound right-turn lanes on 1604 
frontage, should keep left when they turn: left lane stay 
left after the turn, right lane feed into the right two lanes 
after the turn

In response to public meeting comments, this modification is being studied in further detail.

101 Anonymous Commenter 16 11/30/2017
1-on-1 Meeting with 

project staff
This will solve a lot of problems. Comment noted

102 Byron Jordan 12/14/2017 Mail

TxDOT should allow two turn lanes from 1604 onto 
Blanco west bound. That intersection is very wide and 
even large trucks could make the turn. The traffic gets 
backed up for a mile during busy traffic hours.

See Response #5

103 Tim H. Yonker 12/14/2017 Mail

Take aerial time lapsed video with drones during peak 
rush hour for before and after construction to verify 
effectiveness of the diverging diamond intersection 
design. 

TxDOT has devloped traffic simulation models of the interchange that have been calibrated to 
traffic count data and observations collected in the field.  These calibrated models were used 
as the basis to study the effectiveness of the proposed improvements.  After construction, 
TxDOT will monitor the intersection and make adjustments to the traffic signal timing to 
optimize its operation.
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NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd)

will host an open house to present proposed improvements to Loop 1604 at Blanco 
Rd in Bexar County. The proposed project will improve Loop 1604 at the Blanco Rd 
interchange. Proposed improvements include:
- Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange
- Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) at Blanco Rd
- Collector-Distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Pkwy
- Ramp reconfiguration
- Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations.
Anyone interested in the project is invited to attend the open house public meeting. 
There will be no formal presentation, so attendees can come and go at their 
convenience. Attendees will have the opportunity to view schematics, ask questions,

Meeting Details
Date:Thursday 
November 30, 2017 
Time:5:00 - 7:00 PM 
Location:
San Antonio Shrine 
Auditorium
901 North Loop 1604 W. 
San Antonio, TX 78232

and share their comments on the project. The meeting will 
be conducted in English.  Persons interested in attending 
the meeting who have special communication or 
accommodation needs, such as the need for an 
interpreter, are encouraged to contact Valerie Collins on 
behalf of TxDOT, at 210-375-9000 or by email at LP1604-
Blanco@Pape-Dawson.com  no later than 4:00 p.m., 
November 28, 2017.  Please be aware that advanced 
notice is requested as some accommodations may 
require time for TxDOT to arrange.

Submitting Comments
All comments must be received or postmarked by Friday, 
December 15, 2017 for inclusion in the public meeting 
summary using one of the following methods:

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal 
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT 
pursuant to 23 U.S.C.327 and a memorandum of understanding dated December 16, 
2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

- Complete a written comment card at the 
meeting

- Speak with the on site court reporter
- Mail: FM 2696 Public Meeting Comment, 

2000 NWLoop 410, San Antonio TX 78213
- Email: LP1604-Blanco@Pape-

Dawson.com

The Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT)
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C. Public Meeting Mailing Notice



NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE 
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd)

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 

are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 

December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 

30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 and FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include:

Open House 

Anyone interested in the project is invited to attend

the open house. There will be no formal presentation,

so attendees can come and go at their convenience.

Attendees will have the opportunity to view schematics

of the proposed improvements, visit with team

members, ask questions and share their comments

on the project.

The meeting will be conducted in English.  Persons interested in attending the meeting who have special 
communication or accommodation needs, such as the need for an interpreter, are encouraged to 
contact Valerie Collins on behalf of TxDOT, at 210-375-9000 or by email at LP1604-Blanco@Pape-
Dawson.com  no later than 4:00 p.m., November 28, 2017.  Please be aware that advanced notice is 
requested as some accommodations may require time for TxDOT to arrange.

Submitting Comments 

All comments must be received or postmarked by Friday, December 15, 2017 for inclusion in the 

public meeting summary using one of the following methods: 

Meeting Details 

Date: Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Time: 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Location: San Antonio Shrine Auditorium 

901 North Loop 1604 W 
San Antonio, TX 78232

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd)
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway
• Ramp reconfiguration
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

• Complete a written comment

card at the meeting

• Speak with the on site court
reporter

• Submit your written comments

to TxDOT by December 15,

2017

Mail: FM 2696 Public Meeting
Comment, 2000 NW Loop 410,
San Antonio, TX 78213

• Email: LP1604-Blanco@Pape-
Dawson.com



 Llene una forma de comentario

durante la Junta

 Hablar con el reportero de la corte

presente en la Junta

 Enviar sus comentarios escritos a

TxDot a la siguiente dirección física

o electrónica:

FM 2696 Public Meeting Comment

2000 NW Loop 410, 
San Antonio, TX 78213 
LP1604-Blanco@Pape-Dawson.com

 Aviso de Junta Pública 
Loop 1604 en FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 

El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TxDOT) organizará una junta a puerta abierta el 30 de noviembre 
de 2017 para presentar las mejoras propuestas para la intersección de FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) y Loop 1604 
en el condado de Bexar. Las mejoras incluyen:   

• Cambio de operación a través de carriles adicionales en la interseccion

• Intersección Diamante Divergente (DDI) para el Loop 1604 en FM 2696 (Blanco Rd)
• implementar carriles colectores de distribución desde Huebner Rd hasta Stone Oak Pkwy

• Reconfiguracion de las rampas de entrada y salida

• Instalaciones peatonales y para bicicletas 

Junta Pública 

Cualquier persona interesada en el proyecto está 

invitada a asistir a la reunión pública de puertas   

abiertas. No habrá una presentación formal, los 

asistentes pueden ir y venir a su conveniencia. Los 

asistentes tendrán la oportunidad de ver los esquemas 

de las mejoras propuestas, visitar con los miembros del 

equipo, hacer preguntas y compartir sus comentarios 

sobre el proyecto. 

La junta se va llevar a cabo en inglés. Cualquier persona interesada en asistir con necesidades especiales de 
comunicación o facilidades, tal como la necesidad de algún interprete. Se recomienda contactar a Valerie Collins 
de parte de TxDOT al 210-375-9000 o por correo electrónico a LP1604-Blanco@pape-dawson.com a más tardar a 
las 4:00 PM del 28 de noviembre de 2017. Se informa al público que previo aviso se requiere para ciertas 
facilidades ya que estas pueden tomar tiempo para que TxDOT las pueda arreglar. 

Para Enviar Comentarios 
Todos los comentarios deben recibirse o enviarse por correo a más tardar el viernes 15 de diciembre de 2017 

para su inclusión en el resumen de la reunión pública utilizando uno de los siguientes métodos: 

 

La revisión y consulta ambiental así como otras acciones requeridas por leyes ambientales federales para este proyecto 

se están llevando o se llevaran a cabo por TxDOT de acuerdo a 23 U.S.C. 327y un Memorando de Entendimiento con 

fecha del 16 de diciembre de 2014 y ejecutado por la FHWA y TxDOT 

Detalles de la junta 

Fecha: Jueves 30 de noviembre de 2017

Hora: 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Lugar: San Antonio Shrine Auditorium
901 North Loop 1604 W 
San Antonio, TX 78232 

mailto:LP1604-Blanco@pape-dawson.com
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E. Elected Officials List & Notice Letters



Salutation Title First Name Last Name Position District Organization
Telephone 

Number
Mailing Address City County State Zip

State of Texas
The Honorable Governor Greg Abbott Governor State of Texas (512) 463-2000 P.O. Box 12428 Austin Travis TX 78711
The Honorable Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick Lieutenant Governor State of Texas (512) 463-0001 P.O. Box 12068 Austin Travis TX 78711
U.S. Senate
The Honorable Senator Jon Cornyn U.S. Senator United States Senate (210) 224-7485 600 Navarro, Suite 210 San Antonio Bexar TX 78205
The Honorable Senator Ted Cruz U.S. Senator United States Senate (210) 340-2885 9901 IH-10 West, Suite 950 San Antonio Bexar TX 78230
U.S. Congress
The Honorable Congressman Joaquin Castro U.S. Representative District 20 United States House of Representatives (210) 348-8216 727 E. Cesar E. Chavez Blvd San Antonio Bexar TX 78206
Texas Senate
The Honorable Senator Donna Campbell Texas Senator District 25 Texas State Senate (210) 979-0013 13750 San Pedro, Suite 250 Commercial Bank Plaza Bldg. San Antonio Bexar TX 78232
Texas House of Representatives
The Honorable Representative Diego Bernal State Representative District 123 Texas  State Representative (210) 308-9700 126 W. Rector, Suite 114 San Antonio Bexar TX 78216
Bexar County
The Honorable Judge Nelson Wolff County Judge Bexar County (210) 335-2626 101 W. Nueva, 10th Floor, Paul Elizondo Tower San Antonio Bexar TX 78205
The Honorable Commissioner Kevin Wolff County Commissioner Precinct 3 Bexar County (210) 335-2613 101 W. Nueva, Suite 1007, 10th Floor, Paul Elizondo Tower San Antonio Bexar TX 78205
City of San Antonio
The Honorable Mayor Ron Nirenberg San Antonio Mayor City of San Antonio (210) 207-7107 P.O. Box 839966 San Antonio Bexar TX 78283
The Honorable Councilman John Courage City Council Member District 9 City of San Antonio (210) 207-7325 P.O. Box 839966 San Antonio Bexar TX 78283

Mike Frisbie Director and City Engineer City of San Antonio (210) 207-8022 P.O. Box 839966 San Antonio Bexar TX 78283

Elected Officials Database
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November 20, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Greg Abbott 
Governor 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
RE: NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
 
 
Dear Governor Abbott: 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 
30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange 
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd). 
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway 
• Ramp reconfiguration 
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

 
The Open House is scheduled for Thursday, November 30, 2017 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the San 
Antonio Shrine Auditorium located at 901 North Loop 1604 W, San Antonio, TX 78232. The Open 
House format allows attendees to come and go at their convenience as there will be no formal 
presentation. 
 
Please contact Clayton Ripps, PE at 210-615-6076 or by email at clayton.ripps@txdot.gov with any 
questions, issues or concerns you may have as we continue to work on this proposed project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario R. Jorge, P.E. 
District Engineer 
TxDOT – San Antonio 
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November 20, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Dan Patrick 
Lieutenant Governor 
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
RE: NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
 
 
Dear Lieutenant Governor Patrick: 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 
30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange 
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd). 
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway 
• Ramp reconfiguration 
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

 
The Open House is scheduled for Thursday, November 30, 2017 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the San 
Antonio Shrine Auditorium located at 901 North Loop 1604 W, San Antonio, TX 78232. The Open 
House format allows attendees to come and go at their convenience as there will be no formal 
presentation. 
 
Please contact Clayton Ripps, PE at 210-615-6076 or by email at clayton.ripps@txdot.gov with any 
questions, issues or concerns you may have as we continue to work on this proposed project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario R. Jorge, P.E. 
District Engineer 
TxDOT – San Antonio 
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November 20, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Jon Cornyn 
U.S. Senator 
600 Navarro, Suite 210 
San Antonio, TX 78205 
 
RE: NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
 
 
Dear Senator Cornyn: 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 
30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange 
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd). 
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway 
• Ramp reconfiguration 
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

 
The Open House is scheduled for Thursday, November 30, 2017 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the San 
Antonio Shrine Auditorium located at 901 North Loop 1604 W, San Antonio, TX 78232. The Open 
House format allows attendees to come and go at their convenience as there will be no formal 
presentation. 
 
Please contact Clayton Ripps, PE at 210-615-6076 or by email at clayton.ripps@txdot.gov with any 
questions, issues or concerns you may have as we continue to work on this proposed project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario R. Jorge, P.E. 
District Engineer 
TxDOT – San Antonio 
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November 20, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Ted Cruz 
U.S. Senator 
9901 IH-10 West, Suite 950 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
 
RE: NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
 
 
Dear Senator Cruz: 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 
30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange 
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd). 
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway 
• Ramp reconfiguration 
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

 
The Open House is scheduled for Thursday, November 30, 2017 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the San 
Antonio Shrine Auditorium located at 901 North Loop 1604 W, San Antonio, TX 78232. The Open 
House format allows attendees to come and go at their convenience as there will be no formal 
presentation. 
 
Please contact Clayton Ripps, PE at 210-615-6076 or by email at clayton.ripps@txdot.gov with any 
questions, issues or concerns you may have as we continue to work on this proposed project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario R. Jorge, P.E. 
District Engineer 
TxDOT – San Antonio 
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November 20, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Joaquin Castro 
U.S. Representative 
727 E. Cesar E. Chavez Blvd 
San Antonio, TX 78206 
 
RE: NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
 
 
Dear Congressman Castro: 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 
30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange 
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd). 
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway 
• Ramp reconfiguration 
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

 
The Open House is scheduled for Thursday, November 30, 2017 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the San 
Antonio Shrine Auditorium located at 901 North Loop 1604 W, San Antonio, TX 78232. The Open 
House format allows attendees to come and go at their convenience as there will be no formal 
presentation. 
 
Please contact Clayton Ripps, PE at 210-615-6076 or by email at clayton.ripps@txdot.gov with any 
questions, issues or concerns you may have as we continue to work on this proposed project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario R. Jorge, P.E. 
District Engineer 
TxDOT – San Antonio 
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November 20, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Donna Campbell 
Texas Senator 
13750 San Pedro, Suite 250 Commercial Bank Plaza Bldg. 
San Antonio, TX 78232 
 
RE: NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
 
 
Dear Senator Campbell: 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 
30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange 
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd). 
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway 
• Ramp reconfiguration 
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

 
The Open House is scheduled for Thursday, November 30, 2017 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the San 
Antonio Shrine Auditorium located at 901 North Loop 1604 W, San Antonio, TX 78232. The Open 
House format allows attendees to come and go at their convenience as there will be no formal 
presentation. 
 
Please contact Clayton Ripps, PE at 210-615-6076 or by email at clayton.ripps@txdot.gov with any 
questions, issues or concerns you may have as we continue to work on this proposed project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario R. Jorge, P.E. 
District Engineer 
TxDOT – San Antonio 
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November 20, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Diego Bernal 
State Representative 
126 W. Rector, Suite 114 
San Antonio, TX 78216 
 
RE: NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
 
 
Dear Representative Bernal: 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 
30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange 
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd). 
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway 
• Ramp reconfiguration 
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

 
The Open House is scheduled for Thursday, November 30, 2017 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the San 
Antonio Shrine Auditorium located at 901 North Loop 1604 W, San Antonio, TX 78232. The Open 
House format allows attendees to come and go at their convenience as there will be no formal 
presentation. 
 
Please contact Clayton Ripps, PE at 210-615-6076 or by email at clayton.ripps@txdot.gov with any 
questions, issues or concerns you may have as we continue to work on this proposed project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario R. Jorge, P.E. 
District Engineer 
TxDOT – San Antonio 
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November 20, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Nelson Wolff 
County Judge 
101 W. Nueva, 10th Floor, Paul Elizondo Tower 
San Antonio, TX 78205 
 
RE: NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
 
 
Dear Judge Wolff: 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 
30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange 
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd). 
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway 
• Ramp reconfiguration 
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

 
The Open House is scheduled for Thursday, November 30, 2017 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the San 
Antonio Shrine Auditorium located at 901 North Loop 1604 W, San Antonio, TX 78232. The Open 
House format allows attendees to come and go at their convenience as there will be no formal 
presentation. 
 
Please contact Clayton Ripps, PE at 210-615-6076 or by email at clayton.ripps@txdot.gov with any 
questions, issues or concerns you may have as we continue to work on this proposed project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario R. Jorge, P.E. 
District Engineer 
TxDOT – San Antonio 
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November 20, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Kevin Wolff 
County Commissioner 
101 W. Nueva, Suite 1007, 10th Floor, Paul Elizondo Tower 
San Antonio, TX 78205 
 
RE: NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
 
 
Dear Commissioner Wolff: 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 
30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange 
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd). 
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway 
• Ramp reconfiguration 
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

 
The Open House is scheduled for Thursday, November 30, 2017 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the San 
Antonio Shrine Auditorium located at 901 North Loop 1604 W, San Antonio, TX 78232. The Open 
House format allows attendees to come and go at their convenience as there will be no formal 
presentation. 
 
Please contact Clayton Ripps, PE at 210-615-6076 or by email at clayton.ripps@txdot.gov with any 
questions, issues or concerns you may have as we continue to work on this proposed project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario R. Jorge, P.E. 
District Engineer 
TxDOT – San Antonio 
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November 20, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Ron Nirenberg 
San Antonio Mayor 
P.O. Box 839966 
San Antonio, TX 78283 
 
RE: NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
 
 
Dear Mayor Nirenberg: 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 
30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange 
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd). 
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway 
• Ramp reconfiguration 
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

 
The Open House is scheduled for Thursday, November 30, 2017 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the San 
Antonio Shrine Auditorium located at 901 North Loop 1604 W, San Antonio, TX 78232. The Open 
House format allows attendees to come and go at their convenience as there will be no formal 
presentation. 
 
Please contact Clayton Ripps, PE at 210-615-6076 or by email at clayton.ripps@txdot.gov with any 
questions, issues or concerns you may have as we continue to work on this proposed project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario R. Jorge, P.E. 
District Engineer 
TxDOT – San Antonio 
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November 20, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable John Courage 
City Council Member 
P.O. Box 839966 
San Antonio, TX 78283 
 
RE: NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
 
 
Dear Councilman Courage: 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open house on Thursday, November 
30, 2017, to present proposed improvements to the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) 
intersection in Bexar County. Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Operational improvements through additional lanes at the interchange 
• Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) for Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd). 
• Collector-distributor lanes along Loop 1604 from Huebner Rd to Stone Oak Parkway 
• Ramp reconfiguration 
• Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

 
The Open House is scheduled for Thursday, November 30, 2017 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the San 
Antonio Shrine Auditorium located at 901 North Loop 1604 W, San Antonio, TX 78232. The Open 
House format allows attendees to come and go at their convenience as there will be no formal 
presentation. 
 
Please contact Clayton Ripps, PE at 210-615-6076 or by email at clayton.ripps@txdot.gov with any 
questions, issues or concerns you may have as we continue to work on this proposed project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mario R. Jorge, P.E. 
District Engineer 
TxDOT – San Antonio 
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·1· · · · · · · · ANGUS JONES:· I just want to say that 1604 and

·2· Blanco is an example of misuse of taxpayer money by not

·3· doing a simple thing in the first place and not fixing it

·4· now.· For example, the eastbound approach lane to Blanco

·5· after you get off the ramp of 1604 has a turnaround lane

·6· where you can go back to the west and go over to Target or

·7· go back to Huebner or whatever.· That lane is about 15 feet

·8· long, but TxDOT owns the grass behind it all the way down

·9· for probably three-quarters of a mile.· If they would just

10· pour asphalt in that property, which is already owned by

11· TxDOT, it would create a turnaround lane almost a mile long

12· and alleviate tons of traffic that does not want to sit in

13· the eastbound lane.· And this situation is repeated around

14· 1604 in the intersections.

15· · · · · · · · DIANA TISON:· It's with regard to the

16· westbound lanes of the frontage that come up to Blanco Road.

17· Why not have two turn lanes on the right-hand side, one that

18· can turn left or go straight -- or turn right or go

19· straight?· It would keep this from backing up so much.  I

20· hope they get to get out early and discover what it's like.

21· They'll be sitting there waiting because they don't let you

22· out.· There is no courtesy here.· They're all anxious to get

23· home.· His reply was, well, because there is only two lanes

24· on Blanco Road.· Well, go down Stone Oak or come across on

25· Sonterra.· There is two there and it works good, keeps it



·1· moving on that road.· He says, well, the big trucks need the

·2· room to turn.· Well, they need room to turn on every one.

·3· It's up to the people in the vehicles to be courteous and

·4· give them a break to turn.· I don't like that answer either.

·5· It's just so obvious to me when I go on other roads -- you

·6· know, other roads around where that's the way they're marked

·7· so you can turn from either lane.· The only problem will be

·8· the adjustment period because people will need to get used

·9· to it, because what happens now is you're over here and

10· you're waiting, you're turning, inching up, and people are

11· zooming that way and getting over and it backs up further,

12· you know, and it's crazy, bad tempers.· Gives me road rage

13· every time I have to do it because I know they're going to

14· hit my scooter rig.· They just don't pay attention.· They're

15· busy doing this; I have to get this e-mail or this text.

16· · · · · · · · TIMOTHY JAMES KENT:· I'd really like to see

17· designated bike lanes along the full stretch, if possible;

18· but, if not, then there is a section where we're going up

19· the hill.· It's on the westbound access lane as you're

20· approaching Blanco.· And so the problem if we don't have

21· protected bike lanes for cyclists going there is even with a

22· wider lane if there is not a space that's designated for

23· bikes, cars making a right-hand turn are quite likely to

24· pull over to the right-hand side of the lane, and the

25· problem for cyclists is we can't accelerate as quickly as



·1· vehicles; so when you're in stop and go traffic, you're in

·2· the lane with the vehicles; they pull up, accelerate and the

·3· cyclists are sitting there obviously slowing down the rest

·4· of the traffic; whereas, if we have a clearly separated

·5· lane, it allows us to get out of the way so that vehicles

·6· know that they can pass us safely.· And then when traffic is

·7· stopped, cyclists can continue to making progress up the

·8· hill.· And so my preference is actually for a designated

·9· bike lane rather than a section of the sidewalk that's

10· marked just because of some of the difficulties with ramps

11· or other things on the sidewalk, which are areas, depending

12· on the bike you have, you're likely to catch a tire and fall

13· or have some other injury that way.

14· · · · · · · · DAVID FRITSCHE:· My name is David Fritsche.  I

15· live north of 1604 off of Blanco, only about a half mile,

16· and my commute takes me on the westbound frontage road in

17· front of Alzafar Shrine Temple to make a right turn to go

18· north on Blanco Road.· Currently there is only one turn lane

19· to turn right off the frontage road onto Blanco northbound.

20· I spoke to Richard De La Cruz, who is a TxDOT representative

21· here at the meeting, and asked him how and who had

22· jurisdiction with regard to the striping in turn lane.· And

23· what I am suggesting is that TxDOT stripe the right turn

24· lane for a direct right turn onto the right lane of Blanco

25· going north and stripe a right turn in through lane next to



·1· it so that two lanes are striped to turn right and some of

·2· the through traffic can go straight or turn right so there

·3· is two lanes turning.· You have this at Babcock and you have

·4· it at Jones-Maltsberger.· And some people are doing it

·5· anyway already, which is dangerous.· A lot of times, as

·6· you're aware, the westbound traffic to turn right on Blanco

·7· is backed up beyond Trader Joe's to the east and many people

·8· going through the traffic light at Blanco and cut through

·9· the Target parking lot to go back to Blanco Road.· And even

10· though one of the representatives here thought it would be

11· minimal, for those of us who live off of Blanco north and

12· commute that direction, it would save some of us some time

13· and alleviate some of the congestion.· If I am not clear,

14· please feel free to call me on cell, 210-602-4886.· I forgot

15· to mention that I know of a person who lives over near the

16· Babcock two-lane turn, and she reports that they have

17· recently obtained a two-lane turn, and it is a fantastic

18· improvement to their commute, and I think it would be a

19· fantastic improvement to our commute on Blanco.

20· · · · · · · · DOLORES DUDERSTADT:· I just want to say thank

21· you for having this open house and for preparing everything.

22· It is a major step, and it's going to affect a lot of people

23· and a lot of businesses.· And so I've been assured that the

24· businesses will have access, which is good.· That's a

25· concern.· And that the traffic situation should not be any



·1· worse than it is now.· They're not going to have everything

·2· bottlenecked down to one lane.· We should have the same

·3· amount of access to the roads, at least that's the

·4· understanding I've been given that we have now.· And they

·5· did tell me that things would be moved around, and I

·6· understand that.· That's only expected during construction.

·7· But just you've got to keep it smooth because it's horrible.

·8· It's horrible traffic on Blanco Road in the mornings.  I

·9· live out in Timberwood Park, and it took me over 20 minutes

10· to get from Old Blanco Road to Wilderness Oak.· Now, I don't

11· normally travel.· I'm retired, so I -- so that was really

12· unusual I thought; and then I talked to my neighbors, and

13· it's not unusual.· I thought we had a wreck or something,

14· but they said that's pretty normal for the mornings.· Thank

15· you for setting all of this up and thinking about the

16· future, and I appreciate it.

17· · · · · · · · TANYA CAMPEN:· I think what we would say is

18· we're excited about the project.· It definitely needs to be

19· done.· It seems like that the engineers have done a great

20· work, and we trust that.· I think our hope is that if we

21· could be done sooner.· 2021 seems a little far away with the

22· traffic that we're dealing with now.· And then also looking

23· ahead toward what is that going to do to the light at Target

24· if we're pushing everybody to the light at Target, and

25· everybody has to go in that entrance to get to all of that



·1· shopping.· I think it's really going to get congested, and

·2· Blanco is already kind of a mess.· I'm not sure how else to

·3· say that.· It's very, very congested, and so I'm a little

·4· nervous about what this all is going to do to Blanco.· But

·5· we definitely think that it's needed, and it looks like

·6· they're on the right track.

·7· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·* * * * * *
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H. Fact Sheets



 Diverging Diamond Intersections 
    FACT SHEET 

Diverging Diamond Intersections 
A diverging diamond intersection, or DDI, is a new, innovative design that addresses congestion by allowing 
vehicles to travel more quickly through an intersection. DDIs are particularly effective at locations that have a 
high volume of left-turn traffic. A DDI increases traffic flow by temporarily shifting traffic to the left side of the 
road, allowing through-traffic and left-turning traffic to proceed through the intersection simultaneously. This 
eliminates the need for left-turn arrows. The intersection design increases safety by reducing the number of 
potential conflict points between cross-traffic and left-turn movements. 

Driving in a Diverging Diamond Intersection 
While driving through a diverging diamond intersection is different, it is not difficult to understand and navigate 
once you get used to it. Also, it’s proven to have reduced crashes by 50 percent in some areas. A DDI creates 
a diamond-shaped pattern in the intersection and temporarily shifts traffic to the left side of the roadway prior to 
entering the intersection. 

How it works: 

• Two phase traffic signals are installed at
the roadway crossover points.

• Once on the left side of the road, drivers
can freely turn left, rather than waiting
for oncoming traffic to clear or for a left-
turn signal. Or, drivers can continue
straight and will switch back to the right
side of the roadway once they’ve
cleared the intersection.

• U-turn lanes are also included in a DDI,
making left-turns from the cross-streets
safer and more efficient.

• Through-traffic on the frontage road bypasses the intersection via a collector-distributor lane, or frontage
road bypass lane, and proceeds straight through the cross-street intersection, allowing drivers to avoid
the traffic signal.

Advantages of a Diverging Diamond Intersection 
A DDI enhances safety and mobility by reducing potential crash points at intersections and by allowing more 
cars to move through an intersection. This means a reduction in delays and travel time. Other benefits include: 

• Motorists are able to bypass the intersection without stopping at a traffic signal
• Improved travel time because additional “green time” at traffic signals allow more vehicles to pass

through the intersection
• Additional sidewalks will increase safety and better accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists
• Relatively low cost improvement

mailto:Kelli.Reyna@txdot.gov
https://youtu.be/GnukMEsezJU


Collector-Distributor Roads 

FACT SHEET 

What is a Collector-Distributor Road? 

A collector-distributor road is a type of road that parallels and connects the main travel lanes of a 

highway and frontage roads or entrance ramps. Collector-distributor roads are found at intersections 

and, in the case of an intersection with a traffic signal, allow motorists to bypass the signal by driving 

under the intersecting road, much like an underpass. A collector-distributor is similar to an exit ramp, 

but is typically longer than an exit ramp, and has the advantage of allowing drivers to bypass traffic 

signals at intersections. 

Benefits of a Collector-Distributor Road 

In addition to allowing drivers to bypass traffic signals at intersections, collector-distributor roads also 

enhance safety by allowing more distance for vehicles to merge and move over to access entrance 

ramps to other roadways, businesses, and other destinations along high-speed roads. Collector-

distributor roads also: 

• Improve traffic flow by allowing vehicles to bypass traffic signals

• Improve traffic speed by increasing the distance between high-speed main lanes and lower

speed frontage road traffic

• Enhance safety by providing a place for exiting traffic to wait to access cross streets, rather than

backing up onto high-speed main lanes

Existing Collector-Distributor Roads 

Several collector-distributor roads are already in use in the San Antonio 

area. Collector-distributor roads can be found at:

• I-410 at Starcrest Drive
• I-10 at Medical Drive
• US 281 at Isom Road
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LOOP 1604 AT FM 2696 (BLANCO RD) November 30, 2017

Loop 1604 Typical Sections

Loop 1604
Existing Typical Section

Loop 1604
Proposed Typical Section
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LOOP 1604 AT FM 2696 (BLANCO RD) November 30, 2017

FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) Typical Sections
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FM 2696 (Blanco Rd)
Existing Typical Section

FM 2696 (Blanco Rd)
Proposed Typical Section
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FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) Typical Sections
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FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) Bridge
Existing Typical Section

FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) Bridge
Proposed Typical Section
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CRASH DATA – BLANCO RD

7

 Average of 25 crashes per year on FM 
2696 (Blanco Rd)

 Average of 29 crashes per year on Loop 
1604 Frontage Roads

 Crash Rates on both are higher than 
Statewide Average

 DDI reduces conflict points

 Safety Improvement

– Reduction in conflict points

– Observed crash reductions

• 60% in Missouri

• 36% in Colorado

Conflict Points in a 
Conventional Diamond

Conflict Points in a
DDI Interchange
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DIVERGING DIAMOND INTERCHANGE (DDI)
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DIVERGING DIAMOND INTERCHANGE (DDI) NORTHBOUND
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DIVERGING DIAMOND INTERCHANGE (DDI) SOUTHBOUND
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Footer Text Date

DDI IMPLEMENTATIONS
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Before

I-35 at RM 1431 – Round Rock, TX

After - (Opened in 2015)
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TRAVEL TIME – BLANCO RD PM PEAK HOUR (2017)
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No Build DDI Build
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TRAVEL TIME – BLANCO RD PM PEAK HOUR (2037)
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No Build DDI Build
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TRAVEL TIME – LOOP 1604 PM PEAK HOUR (2017)
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No Build DDI Build
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TRAVEL TIME – LOOP 1604 PM PEAK HOUR (2037)
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No Build DDI Build
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRAINTS
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LOOP 1604 AT FM 2696 (BLANCO RD) November 30, 2017

`YEARLY AADT COUNTS – Blanco Rd – North of LP 1604

TRAFFIC PROJECTION – FM 2696 (Blanco Rd)
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J. Public Meeting Photos



Photographs from Open House  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd)  November 30, 2017 

 

 
 

Photo 1. Sign at the entrance to the San Antonio Shrine Auditorium. 
 

 

 
  

Photo 2. Meeting attendees viewing exhibit boards and schematics.  



Photographs from Open House  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd)  November 30, 2017 

 

 
  

Photo 3. Meeting attendees viewing the project video animation.  
 

 

 
  

Photo 4. Meeting attendees discussing the schematic with staff.  
 



Photographs from Open House  
Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) November 30, 2017 

Photo 5. View of project boards at the open house. 

Photo 6. View of attendee submitting a comment. 
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K. Description of Project Modifications
Resulting from the Public Meeting



Project Modifications Resulting from the Public Meeting 

 
1) Public comments received at the Loop 1604 at FM 2696 (Blanco Rd) public meeting 

showed interest in adding an additional right turn lane along the westbound frontage road 
at Blanco Rd to alleviate traffic. 
 

a. Based on comments received from the public meeting. Pape-Dawson Engineers 
investigated adding a second right turn lane on the WBFR at Blanco Rd as a 
short-term improvement. Preliminary findings were sent to TxDOT who is 
looking to install it as a restriping project.  The proposed DDI will have two right 
turn lanes at WBFR and Blanco intersection. TxDOT plans to restripe the existing 
interchange to allow for a second right turn lane without changing the proposed 
project schematic.   
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