
FM 457 Public Hearing September 1, 2015

SH 46
FROM FARHILLS DRIVE
TO FM 3159/SMITHSON 
VALLEY ROAD

COMAL COUNTY
Public Hearing
July 25, 2018
6:00 p.m.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or 
have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed 
by FHWA and TxDOT.

GVTC Auditorium
36101 FM 3159
New Braunfels, TX 78132



SH 46 Public Hearing July 25, 2018

Public Hearing Agenda

2

Introductions

Hearing Format

Project Overview

Environmental Overview

Schedule and Funding

Break

Public Comment Session

1

2

3

4

5

6



SH 46 Public Hearing July 25, 2018

Introductions 
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 Elected Officials
 TxDOT
 Project Team Members
 Partner Agency Representatives
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Hearing Format 
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 Purpose of the Public Hearing:
To share proposed improvements and gather comments and 
feedback from the community 

 Hearing Format:
– Sign up to speak 
– Provide your name, address and organization (if applicable)
– Limit comments to three minutes
– Time cannot be shared with other commenters
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Public Comment Opportunities 
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1. Provide a verbal comment during the hearing 
2. Provide a verbal comment to the court reporter during the 

break
3. Submit comment card tonight
4. Email comments to: sh46info@gmail.com
5. Mail comments to:

SH 46 Improvement Project
P.O. Box 5459
Austin, Texas 78763

Deadline for comments: August 9, 2018 

mailto:sh46info@gmail.com
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PROJECT OVERVIEW 
SH 46 from Farhills Drive to FM 3159/Smithson Valley Road 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 
2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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Project Description 
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 Expansion from a two-lane to a six-lane roadway with a raised median 

 Sidewalk and bicycle accommodations

 Grade separation with SH 46 overpass at FM 3159/Smithson Valley 
Road intersection 

 Requires approximately 54 acres of ROW (112 parcels, 0 residential 
displacements, 1 commercial displacement) 
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Project Overview 
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Purpose
 To improve mobility on SH 46 between Farhills Drive and FM 3159/Smithson 

Valley Road to accommodate current and future traffic volumes.

Need
 The capacity of SH 46 from Farhills Dr. to FM 3159/Smithson Valley Road is 

inadequate to meet current and future traffic volumes, resulting in reduced 
mobility and increased congestion 

Traffic Volume Projections 
 2016 Observed: 

13,000 - 25,900 vehicles per day
 2039 Projected: 

22,700 - 44,200 vehicles per day
 70% Increase 

(Source: AAMPO and TxDOT PPD) 
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Roadway Configuration – Farhills Drive to Bentwood Drive 
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 Curbed with storm drain
section

 Smaller footprint with urban
characteristics

 Underground storm sewer to
address drainage
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Roadway Configuration – Bentwood Drive to FM 3159/Smithson Valley Road
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 Curbed with grass-lined 
open-ditch section

 Larger footprint with more 
rural characteristics 

 Grass-lined ditches can filter 
pollutants from storm water 
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Project Process 
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 Summer 2015 – Began Project 
– SH 46 from Bulverde Road to 

FM 3159/Smithson Valley Road 
– Identified 4 Different Alternatives 

(alignments to the north, south, from 
the middle, and a no build) 

 Late 2015 to early 2016 – Public 
Involvement 
– Held meetings with property owners, 

agencies, Comal ISD, and utility 
providers 
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Project Process 
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 March 2016 – Public Meeting 
– 250+ Attendees 
– 159 Comments Received 

Comment Highlights 

Access
Businesses or personal property impacts 
Updates suggested for project maps
Safety and location of U-turns
Need for additional signals
Support for project
Bike lanes & sidewalks concerns
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Project Process
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 Late 2016 through 2017 – Public Involvement 
– Additional meetings with property owners, agencies, Comal ISD, utility 

providers 

 Refined alignment to reduce impacts and updated limits with 
project phases 
 July 2018 – Draft Environmental Assessment Approved and 

Public Hearing 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
OVERVIEW 
SH 46 from Farhills Drive to FM 3159/Smithson Valley Road

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this 
project are being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding 
dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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Environmental Considerations 
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Evaluated Potential Impacts
 Social Resources

 Community Impacts

 Natural Resources

 Cultural Resources

Draft Environmental Assessment and 
Technical Reports are available for review 
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Environmental Considerations
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Environmental Findings 
 54 acres of ROW needed with 

1 commercial displacement 

 5’ bike lanes and 6’ sidewalks 
will be constructed 

 Noise levels predicted to 
increase but noise barriers are 
not feasible 

 Best Management Practices 
will be implemented to protect 
environment, water quality, 
plants, and animals 
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SCHEDULE & FUNDING
SH 46 from Farhills Drive to FM 3159/Smithson Valley Road

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this 
project are being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding 
dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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July 2015
Project 
Kickoff

March 2016 
Public Meeting

Spring 2018 –
Spring 2019

Right of way 
Negotiations & 

Acquisitions

July 2018
Draft EA 
Approval

&
Public Hearing

July 2022
Earliest

Construction 
Let Date for 

Phase 1

Project Schedule

18

* This timeline is preliminary and subject to change. 

We Are Here
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Funding

Construction Phasing 

 Phase 1 – Farhills Dr. – Bentwood Dr.

–Estimated construction cost = $35 million

 Phase 2– Bentwood Dr. to FM 3159/Smithson Valley Road

–Construction cost to be determined

7
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PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
3 MIN. PER SPEAKER 
SH 46 from Farhills Drive to FM 3159/Smithson Valley Road
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Public Comments

3 MINUTES
FOR EACH SPEAKER

3 MINUTES
FOR EACH SPEAKER

3:00
21
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Public Comment Opportunities 
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1. Submit comment card tonight
2. Email comments to: sh46info@gmail.com
3. Mail comments to:

SH 46 Improvement Project
P.O. Box 5459
Austin, Texas 78763

Deadline for comments: August 9, 2018 

mailto:sh46info@gmail.com
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Closing Remarks
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Thank You for Your 
Participation!
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