
 
 

760.07.TEM 

Documentation of Public Hearing 

Project Location 
McLennan County 

State Loop 340 
2362-01-034 and 0258-09-143 

Project Limits 
From south of the Brazos River to US 84  

Hearing Location 
Bellmead Civic Center 

1211 Barlow Street, Bellmead, TX 76705 

Hearing Date and Time 
Tuesday, October 23, 2018 at 5:30PM 

Presenters 

Victor Goebel, P.E., TxDOT 
Larry Redden, P.E., IEA Engineering 
Dean Tesmer, Blanton & Associates 

 

Elected Officials in Attendance 

Mayor William Ridings, Precinct 4, City of Bellmead 
Dr. Charles “Doc” Anderson, State Representative, District 56  

Elaine Slaughter, representative for State Representative Dr. Charles “Doc” Anderson, 
District 56 

Assistant Secretary Mildred Watkins, District 1, La Vega ISD 
Council Member Myron Ridge, At-Large, La Vega ISD 
President Henry C. Jennings, District 2, La Vega ISD 

Rozi Hovhannisyan, representative for U.S. Representative Bill Flores, District 17 
 

Total Number of Attendees (approx.) 

63 

Total Number of Commenters 

7 

  



 
 

760.07.TEM 

Contents 

A. Comment Response Matrix 
B. Public Hearing Certification Form 
C. Notice 
D. Sign-in Sheets 
E. Comments Received 
F. Figures/Exhibits Presented at Hearing 
G. Photographs 
H. Transcript of Presentation and Verbal Comments 



State Loop 340 from south of the Brazos River to US 84 Public Hearing Summary 

McLennan County, Texas  Attachments 

CSJs: 2362-01-034, 0258-09-143  
 

Attachment A 

Comment Response Matrix 

 

  



Comment 
Number

Commenter Name Date Received Comment Response 

1 Walthall, Roy Dell October 23, 2018

The Timbercrest Neighborhood (1,500 pop) is being seriously impacted not by the Loop 340 expansion 
(something very needed) but by the concrete barriers that will chanell all traffic to either Orchard LN 
(Already a very crowded intersection) with La Vega Middle School @ that intersection. A very big 
solution for my fellow neighbors would improve along this proposed coridore, if in the Housing 
Development (between Orchard LN & Cove ST) ‐ As the development builds more homes toward cove & 
streets, many of our neighbors could access those residential streets to proceed north & east so they 
can get to Williams and Titon to Lopez to access Bellmead proper. Without that alternative route, my 
neighbors are being placed in a very horrible position. Almost all Timbercrest traffic moves toward 
Bellmead towards IH‐35 and Hwy 84. Shopping, financial, schools, etc. Are all towards that direction.

As part of the schematic development a traffic model 
with future traffic projections was developed. This 
model suggests the traffic at the Orchard Lane 
intersection should operate at an acceptable level of 
service. For the developing neighborhood north of 
Orchard Lane, local traffic should have the option to 
access the SL 340 southbound frontage road, and use 
the U‐Turn at Orchard Lane to travel northbound 
without having to go through the signals or Orchard 
Lane. 

2 Dr. Walthall, Tamra October 23, 2018

My business, La Vega Vet Clinic, will be affected by the construction of this hwy.

I have been told, at this hearing that I and my clients will continue to have access to my business during 
all phases of construction. Does this include detour signage? 

Thank you for maintain access during the proposed (3 yr?) period.

Thank you for your comments. Access to adjacent 
properties would be maintained during construction. 
Appropriate signage would be provided in the 
required areas during construction. 

3 Dr. Walthall, Tamra October 23, 2018

Living in the Timbercrest Neighborhood (off Kendal Ln) but working towards Bellmead; the only option 
for me (and many of my neighbors) is the overpass at Springfield Ln. Currently that is a small county road 
‐ very narrow.

This would be heavily traveled during rush hr as Orchard Ln is already crowded because of school traffic. 

Please please fund expansion of Springfield Lane in association with this project.

Thank you for your comments. Currently the 
proposed improvements to SL 340 do not include 
expansion of Springfield Lane. Springfield Lane is 
a county road not maintained by TxDOT. TxDOT 
encourages you to discuss any requested 
improvements with your local officials.

4 Williams, Bobby October 23, 2018

To: Contractor
From: Bobby Williams
Concerns: Medical Problem (Asthma)

I know there will be times when a lot of dust will be produced during construction which will affect my 
breathing. I am asking for extra care around my home at 1400 E Loop 340. Thank you!

Thank you for your comments. During 
construction the construction contractor will be 
required to control fugitive dust by applying 
water.  

Comments Received via Email
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Comments Received At Public Hearing
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5

Robb, Tom Jr. (name acquired 
via McLennan County 

Appraisal District) ‐ comment 
provided through Andy 

Haferkamp

October 23, 2018

The property owner called in regard to their property, I believe it was a bank. ID 127624. 124 on the 
schematic. His question was in regard to proposed ROW and if the State would purchase this property. 
He is having trouble selling this piece of property. 

I told him that there was no proposed ROW to this property or denial of access.  Also, that there was no 
proposed ROW on this project. 

TxDOT would not require any additional ROW for 
the proposed project.

6 Breeland, Jason October 24, 2018

Looking at the maps on the Waco area Loop 340 East expansion between US 84 and Texas, I have a 
couple of comments to make. 

1. The absence of an overpass at Williams drive is a complete oversight and obviously any traffic and 
pedestrian studies complete overlooked the fact that the school crossing currently at that location is 
very busy, and without a crossover you have essentially cut off an entire neighborhood from access to 
the school. Located at Williams and Loop 340. 

2. The neighborhoods north and south of Loop 340 and South of US 84 now have limited access to and 
from the Loop. The street infrastructure in these neighborhoods cannot handle the additional traverse 
neighborhood traffic as well a commercial delivery services, couriers, etc. In many cases the roads are 
hardly wide enough for two cars to pass without driving into a ditch.

In closing the expense of an overpass, especially when you consider the neighborhoods proximity to the 
middle school is well worth the expense.

I live in the area and will be slightly affected by this expansion but the absolutely horrific accidents I have 
seen in my years here especially in the area where it goes from 5 lanes to 2 near the Cove / Campground 
junction, I have to say that it is a shame that an city the size of Waco did not address this situation in the 
past. Case in point, Athens, Texas a much smaller city, has had a completely functional 4 lane loop since 
the 1980’s.

Due to the proximety of the US 84 overpass, grade 
seperating Williams Drive would have presented 
issues with the ability to tie in ramps with adequate 
weaving distance to Williams Drive, presenting a 
safety issue with the operation of the intersection. 
The traffic model that was completed as part of the 
schematic shows that the traffic flow operates at an 
acceptable level of service with the intersection closed 
and allowing traffic to use the U‐Turns at US 84 and 
Orchard Lane. As part of the schematic, a pedstrian 
bridge is proposed around the existing Williams Drive 
crossing and should allow pedestrians to access the 
school and adjacent neighborhoods safely.

The proposed improvements to SL 340 do not include 
expansion of the local streets. These facilities are not 
owned or maintained by TxDOT. TxDOT encourages 
you to discuss any requested improvements with your 
local city officials. 
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Hood, Hugh October 24, 2018

Dear Andy:

It was good to speak with you guys Brenton and Brian again Tuesday night at the Bellmead Civic Center 
for the Loop 340 Public Hearing.

Although I realize the project has no current funding source, I suspect that it will eventually, and I am 
greatful for your efforts.

Attached is a complete comment form, containing both my general comments on the project as a whole, 
and my specific comments requesting further technical consideration of storm water drainage in the 
area of project Station #251, adjacent to Cove Drive.

Thanks again, and feel free to call upon me if you feel I can offer you or your contractors any help along 
the Loop in Bellmead.

Sincerely,

Hugh Hood

A. GENERAL COMMENTS 
I continue to wholeheartedly support the improvementsproposed in the East Loop 340 project for the 
following reasons:

Thank you for all your comments. TxDOT will take 
these comments into consideration during future 

detailed design.
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Hood, Hugh Continued

1. Bellmead and the Northeast quadrant of Waco have and are experiencing measurable growth in 
commercial, industrial and residential activity, with more currently planned. The improvements will not 
only service this growth, they will also encourage it;

2. Recent improvements along State Highway 6 from Houston to Waco (specifically the upgrading of it to 
a 4‐lane divided roadway) have resulted in East Loop 340 accommodating a healthy amount of cross‐
state traffic that originates in the Bryan/College Station and Northwest Houston regions of Texas. This 
traffic includes a considerable number of oversized‐load trucks;

3. Our entire region has a legitimate need to offer a workable alternative to Interstate 35 to 
accommodate the heavy traffic passing through Waco, especially during times of construction or 
accident servicing on I‐35 inside the Loop; and,

4. Improvements to East Loop 340 have been envisioned by
both State and local organizations for over (5) decades.

B. SPECIFIC COMMENTS
I would request, when engineering the storm water drainage plan for the area of Project Station #251, 
which is Cove Drive in the City of Bellmead, that consideration be made of the following:
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Hood, Hugh Continued

1. Cove Drive, which perpendicularly intersects Loop 340 and runs in a southwest direction away from 
the Loop, currently is bordered by two (2) small and shallow‐depth storm water drainage ditches that 
terminate approximately 1000 feet away from the Loop in an open field, rather than in an engineered 
storm sewer or defined creek. These ditches are not connected together until they are approximately 
800 feet away from the Loop. As a result one small ditch carries almost all of the flow originating 
'upstream' from Cove Drive;

2. The maximum depth of these ditches, and therefore their maximum capacity, is constrained by the 
placement (and owner protection) of two (2) underground high pressure petroleum pipelines. One is 
operated by Magellan Pipeline and is located within 300 feet of the Loop; the other is operated by 
ExxonMobil Pipeline and is located within 600 feet of the Loop;

3. Between Station #270 (Williams Road) and Station #251 (Cove Drive), a significant amount of 
upstream storm water runoff is channeled under Loop 340 from the Northeast side of the Loop (i.e. ‐ La 
Vega ISD properties and other businesses) to the Southwest side of the Loop;

4. Both the upstream storm water channeled under Loop 340 from the Northeast side of the Loop, and 
also the upstream storm water collected on the Southwest side of the Loop drain into only one (1) of the 
small ditches bordering Cove Drive, as the ditches are not interconnected adjacent to the Loop; and,

Hood, Hugh Continued

5. The result is that during moderate to heavy rains, one of the Cove Drive drainage ditches is 
overwhelmed, and water overflows onto both the roadway and also onto adjacent property.

In your addressing this problem, I ask for your consideration of either:

(i) storm water runoff from Loop 340 NOT be permitted to enter either of the two (2) drainage ditches 
on Cove Drive, and instead be channeled into an engineered storm sewer system for proper disposal; or,

(ii) the two (2) drainage ditches on Cove Drive be interconnected via a large culvert adjacent to the Loop 
in order to divide flow between them, and also be reworked with regard to depth, width and lining, in 
coordination with Magellan Pipeline and ExxonMobil Pipeline, and also with the City of Bellmead, in 
order to eliminate the overflow of Loop 340 storm water onto Cove Drive and adjacent properties.
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7
Beach, Travis ‐ comment 
provided through Andy 

Haferkamp
October 25, 2018

I followed up with a call David had received from Travis Beach <phone number redacted> and he had two 
comments about Old Springfield Rd/Elk Rd cross street. 

He stated Old Springfield Rd. should be labeled Chappel Hill Rd. It does appear to be the case from 
Google Earth. 

He also had a comment for his neighbor’s business, Oh Henry Tent Production, who will have issues with 
their semis leaving their property.  

The concrete median in front of his driveway will force him to take semis down Old Chappel Hill Rd. and 
he believes there are signs that prohibit this type of thru traffic. 

TxDOT will update Old Springfield Road to 
Chappel Hill Road.

Due to the expansion of SL 340, the access to the 
proposed southbound frontage road is much 
closer to this driveway than the existing SL 340. 
TxDOT will consider a flush median or other 
available options during future detailed design.
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Notice of Public Hearing 
State Loop 340: From Brazos River to US 84 

CSJs: 2362-01-034, 0258-09-143 
McLennan County, Texas 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Waco District will hold a public hearing regarding the proposed 
widening to State Loop (SL) 340 from the Brazos River to United States Highway (US) 84 (Bellmead Drive) in McLennan 
County, Texas. The hearing will be held on Tuesday, October 23, 2018, at the Bellmead Civic Center located at 1211 
Barlow Street, Bellmead, Texas, 76705. Displays will be available for viewing during the open house starting at 5:30 
p.m. with the formal presentation starting at 6:30 p.m. The purpose of the hearing is to present the proposed 
improvements and to receive public comments on the proposed project.  

The existing SL 340 roadway consists of two 12-foot-wide lanes with 10-foot-wide inside and outside shoulders. The 
proposed improvements would include reconstructing and widening SL 340 from the Brazos River to US 84 in the cities of 
Bellmead and Waco, Texas, for a distance of approximately 5.2 miles. The proposed project would add one mainlane in 
each direction and frontage roads. The mainlanes would consist of two 12-foot-wide lanes in each direction with 10-foot-
wide outside shoulders and inside shoulders which vary in width, separated by a depressed grassy median or concrete traffic 
barrier. Frontage roads would consist of two 12-foot-wide travel lanes, flanked by a 6-foot-wide sidewalk. The mainlanes 
and frontage roads would be separated by a grassy median that varies in width. Frontage road bridges would be constructed 
over the Brazos River along with mainlane bridges carrying SL 340 over the existing Spur (SP) 484 / State Highway (SH) 
6 bridges. All improvements would occur within the existing SL 340 right-of-way (ROW). No additional ROW, or 
displacements of residences, businesses, or farms is anticipated. A portion of the project area is located within the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 100-year floodplain. The facility would permit the conveyance of the 100-year 
flood, inundation of the roadway being acceptable, without causing significant damage to the facility or other property. The 
proposed improvements would cross four jurisdictional waters of the US.  It is anticipated that construction impacts at three 
of these jurisdictional areas would occur. Approximately 1.6 acres of wetlands may be impacted by construction activities. 
Construction at two of the crossings would meet the conditions for a Nationwide Permit 14, with one requiring a pre-
construction notification to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). The third crossing may require an individual 
permit from the USACE.  

Any environmental documentation, studies, or maps showing the project location and design, tentative construction 
schedules, and other information regarding the project are on file and available for inspection upon appointment Monday 
through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Waco District Office, 100 South Loop Drive, 
Waco, TX 76704. This information will also be available for inspection at the hearing, and online at 
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved.html under Hearing & Meetings Schedule. Project schematics will be 
available online beginning October 24, 2018. Verbal comments from the public regarding the project may be presented at 
the hearing. Written comments may also be submitted at the hearing or submitted in person or by mail to Mr. Andrew 
Haferkamp, P.E., Attn: SL 340 Project Manager, TxDOT Waco District Office, 100 South Loop Drive, Waco, TX 76704. 
Written comments must be received or postmarked on or before Wednesday, November 7, 2018 to be included in 
the official public hearing record.  

The public hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who have special 
communication or accommodation needs, such as the need for an interpreter, are encouraged to contact the TxDOT Waco 
District Environmental Specialist David Jayroe at 254-867-2744. Requests should be made at least five days prior to the 
hearing. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs. 

If you have general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project or the hearing, please contact the TxDOT Project 
Manager, Mr. Andrew Haferkamp, P.E. at 254-867-2746. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this 
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding 
dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved.html






OWNER OWNER 2 ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP
ADELPHIA BUSINESS SOLUTIONS OF TEXAS LP c/o LEVEL 3 COMMUNICATIONS/PROPERTY TAX
AMTF LLP
ANGELINA PEREZ
ANTONIO SIFUENTES & MARIA SIFUENTES
ANTONIO SIFUENTES ETAL
APAC-TEXAS INC
LINDSEY CONTRACTORS
BALTASAR RUIZ LEAL
BAUER JACKSON LTD
BEASLEY Y REECE
BENNY & TERRI DOSS
BETTY E SAMFORD ETAL
BIG DIAMOND INC
VALERO #1323 ATTN: REAL ESTATE DEPT

BILLY C WILLIAMS
BILLY RATLIFF
BOBBY R WILLIAMS
BRIAN ROY & VALETTA SHAWN TRUSSELL
BUSTIN GEORGE G
C GALNOR FAMILY  L/P ETAL
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH OF BELLMEAD
CARLOS LUNA & AMANDA DUARTE
CARRIE N ROUDABUSH
CASEY DANNY C
CATF LP
CECIL LAWRENCE & MARGARET BURNS
CERRO GRANDE LLC c/o JIM & CAROLE BABER
CHARLIE MASSINGILL ETUX
CHARLIE WILLIAMS
CHARLOTTE ROBINSON
CITY OF WACO ATTN: PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
CITY OF WACO
ROW ORCHARD LN & E LOOP 340 ATTN: PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
CITY OF WACO
SOUTH FORK ROW ATTN: PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
CLAUDE A HOLLINGSWORTH
CLAUDE LINDSEY ETUX
CLAUDE RAY LINDSEY ETUX
CMD REALTORS INC
COY L EMERT ET UX
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CRISTIAN OLGUIN-TOVAR c/o MRS JAMES HURST
CYNTHIA D SMITH 
DANA KAY HOWARD
DAVID LEE SEAGO
DENISE MARIE GRAHAM ETAL
METAL ROOFING EXPERTS
DENNIS & HILLARY THOM
SECURITY PRODUCTS
DENNIS ALLEN KELLER
DBA: DENNIS POLISHING & LIGHTING
DORIS MARIA LAWTON & LAWRENCE SEWELL, JR. ET AL
DOROTHY SUE FISHER
EFRIN AVILA, JR. ETAL
ELIA NAVARRO
ELIGAH WILLIAMS ETUX c/o LASCHENDA RICE
ERICK J ESCOBAR - BELLMEAD APARTMENTS
FIRST SPANISH ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FRANCEE WILLIAMS 
FRANK W BURNS REVOCABLE TRUST
FRANK WILFORD BURNS TRUSTEE
FRED SUELL ET AL c/o RICHARD SEWELL
GLENN & LISA HASSELL
GRACE GOSPEL CAMPGROUND INC
GROVER C POWELL
HAJEK RAYMOND
HERSHELL G GUY III
HOLLINGSWORTH CENTEX PROPERTIES LLC
JAMES E QUEENER LTE c/o JAMES E QUEENER REVOCABLE LIVING 
JAMES FRANCIS MOSHINSKIE
JERONIMO & MA MORALES
JIM HOLLINGSWORTH
JOCELYN TORRES
JOE H SMITH ET UX
JOHN R FRIELDS & SHIRLEY LAVERNE HOLLINGSWORTH FRIELDS c/o KAREN ANN BURCH ETAL
JOHNNY SHINSATO
TCT TRUCK & TRAILER REPAIR
JONATHAN DAVID HENRY
OHENRY PRODUCTS/TENT PRODUCTS
JOSE SANCHEZ
JOSE SANCHEZ
JUAN & ELBIA (ESCOBEDO) RAMIREZ
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KATHERINE PURSLEY
KOLKHORST IRREVOCABLE TRUST
LA VEGA ISD
GEORGE DIXON JR HIGH
LA VEGA ISD
H P MILES MIDDLE SCHOOL
LARRY A LOONEY
LAWRENCE E SAMFORD
LESLIE D GRANT 
LOIS NELSON HOOKER
LOOP 340 GARAGE
WADES LOOP 340 GARAGE LLC
M LIPSITZ & CO INC
M LIPSITZ & CO LTD
LIPSITZ AUTO SHREDDER & FERROUS YARD
MARGARET FAYE BURNS O'NEAL & TAMARA BURNS
MARION SEWELL c/o RICHARD SEWELL
MARTHA FERNANDEZ
NATHANIEL HAYNES
PARTUS LAND LLC c/o GLORIA D YOUNG
PAT H HOOD & HUGH D HOOD
SUPREME PRODUCTS
PIONEER STEEL & PIPE CO LTD
PIONEER STEEL AUXILIARY
PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH
PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH - PARKING
QWEST COMMUNICATIONS CORP
R B WILLIAMS c/o ANN PETTIES
RANDOLPH J & SUSAN M WILLIFORD
RAYMOND HAJEK
RITA DIAZ
RITA GARCIA-LUNA
ROY D WALTHALL
LA VEGA VETERINARY CLINIC
RUFUS G & MARY L DUGGAN TRUST
SALMA SHIRIN
SMOKE ZONE
SCOTT HANEY
SHANDA MCQUADE
ST LOUIS SOUTHWESTERN RAILWAY
MOPAC (VACANT LAND) c/o UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD CO
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OWNER OWNER 2 ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP
Loop 340 Public Hearing Summary Property Owners Mailing List

STATE OF TEXAS c/o TX DOT
STEVEN OLIS EATON  
TERRY GLUECK
THELMA JEAN & CARREL RICE
DADDY YO'S BAR-B-QUE  
THELMA JEAN & CARREL RICE
DADDY YO'S BAR-B-QUE
TIMBERCREST CHURCH OF CHRIST
tOM & MARGIE WRIGHT
TOM & PATSY ROBB 2012 FAMILY TRUST
3711 MARLIN HWY AT E LOOP 340  
TOMMY'S MART INC #18
TOMMY'S MART INC #18 VACANT LAND
UNION BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
UNION BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION TABERNACLE
VICKIE LANELL CUMMINGS
WILLIAM S FRANKS
DBA: A & S AUCTION
WORNAT-CORSICANA LLC
ZAYO GROUP LLC
SIMPLE SELF STORAGE
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GREETING SALUTATION FIRST NAME LAST NAME TITLE TITLE 2 ORGANIZATION ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE TELEPHONE
The Honorable Council Member Doss Youngblood Council Member Precinct 5 City of Bellmead 3015 Bellmead Drive Bellmead TX 76705 (254) 799-2436
The Honorable Mayor William B. Ridings Mayor/Council Member Precinct 4 City of Bellmead 3015 Bellmead Drive Bellmead TX 76705
The Honorable Council Member Mark W. Pace Council Member Precinct 3 City of Bellmead 3015 Bellmead Drive Bellmead TX 76705
The Honorable Council Member Travis Gibson Council Member Precinct 2 City of Bellmead 3015 Bellmead Drive Bellmead TX 76705
The Honorable Council Member Alfreda Love Mayor Pro Tem/Council Member Precinct 1 City of Bellmead 3015 Bellmead Drive Bellmead TX 76705
The Honorable Council Member Gary Moore Council Member At Large City of Bellmead 3015 Bellmead Drive Bellmead TX 76705
Mr. City Manager Everett "Bo" Thomas City Manager City of Bellmead 3015 Bellmead Drive Bellmead TX 76705 (254) 799-2436
Mr. Mr. Victor Salas Assistant City Manager CFO City of Bellmead 3015 Bellmead Drive Bellmead TX 76705
Mr. Mr. Scott Coleman Public Works Director City of Bellmead 3015 Bellmead Drive Bellmead TX 76705
Chief Chief Billy, Jr. Hlavenka Fire Chief City of Bellmead 700 Kane St Bellmead TX 76705 (254) 412-7540
Chief Chief Lydia Alvarado Police Chief City of Bellmead 701 Maxfield St Bellmead TX 76705 (254) 799-0251
The Honorable Mayor Kyle Deaver Mayor City of Waco 300 Austin Ave. Waco TX 76702
The Honorable Council Member Andrea Barefield Council Member District 1 City of Waco 300 Austin Ave. Waco TX 76702
The Honorable Council Member Alice Rodriguez Council Member District 2 City of Waco 300 Austin Ave. Waco TX 76702
The Honorable Council Member John Kinnaird Council Member District 3 City of Waco 300 Austin Ave. Waco TX 76702
The Honorable Council Member Dillon Meek Council Member District 4 City of Waco 300 Austin Ave. Waco TX 76702
The Honorable Council Member Jim Holmes Mayor Pro Tem District 5 City of Waco 300 Austin Ave. Waco TX 76702
Mr. Mr. Wiley Stem III City Manager City of Waco 300 Austin Ave. Waco TX 76702
Chief Chief Bobby Tatum Fire Chief City of Waco PO Box 2570 Waco TX 76702 (254) 750-5640
Chief Chief Ryan Holt Chief of Police City of Waco 3115 Pine Ave Waco TX 76708
The Honorable Mayor Calvin Hodde Mayor City of Lacy Lakeview 501 E. Craven Ave. Lacy Lakeview TX 76705
The Honorable Mayor Pro Tem Sharon Clark Mayor Pro Tem/Council Member City of Lacy Lakeview 501 E. Craven Ave. Lacy Lakeview TX 76705
The Honorable Council Member Barbara Seitz Council Member City of Lacy Lakeview 501 E. Craven Ave. Lacy Lakeview TX 76705
The Honorable Council Member Amy Hall Council Member City of Lacy Lakeview 501 E. Craven Ave. Lacy Lakeview TX 76705
The Honorable Council Member Patrick Bell Council Member City of Lacy Lakeview 501 E. Craven Ave. Lacy Lakeview TX 76705
The Honorable Council Member Jerry Hall Council Member City of Lacy Lakeview 501 E. Craven Ave. Lacy Lakeview TX 76705
The Honorable Council Member Bruce Bundrant Council Member City of Lacy Lakeview 501 E. Craven Ave. Lacy Lakeview TX 76705
Mr. Mr. Keith Bond City Manager City of Lacy Lakeview 501 E. Craven Ave. Lacy Lakeview TX 76705 (254) 799-2458 x 2005
Chief Chief Patricia Byars-Faulkner Fire Chief City of Lacy Lakeview 505 E. Craven Ave. Lacy Lakeview TX 76705 (254) 799-2479 x 2015
Chief Chief John Truehitt Chief of Police City of Lacy Lakeview 503 E Craven Ave Lacy Lakeview TX 76705 (254) 799-2479
The Honorable Commissioner Kelly Snell County Commissioner Precinct 1 McLennan County 215 N 5th Street Waco TX 76701 (254) 757-5061
The Honorable Commissioner Lester Gibson County Commissioner Precinct 2 McLennan County 215 N 5th Street Waco TX 76701 (254) 757-5062
The Honorable Commissioner Will Jones County Commissioner Precinct 3 McLennan County 215 N 5th Street Waco TX 76701 (254) 757-5063
The Honorable Commissioner Ben Perry County Commissioner Precinct 4 McLennan County 215 N 5th Street Waco TX 76701 (254) 757-5064
The Honorable Judge Scott Felton McLennan County Judge McLennan County 501 Washington Ave., Room 214 Waco TX 76701 (254) 757-5049
The Honorable Sheriff Parnell McNamara County Sheriff McLennan County 901 Washington Avenue Waco TX 76701 (254) 757-5095
Chief Chief Kevin Vranich Fire Marshall McLennan County 7600 Imperial Dr Waco TX 76712 (254) 750-1740
Dr. Supeintendent Sharon Shields Superintendent La Vega Independent School District 400 E. Loop 340 Bellmead TX 76705 (254) 299-6700
Dr. President Johnette McKown President McLennan Community College 1400 College Drive Waco TX 76708 (254) 299-8622
Mr. Mr. Michael Reeser Chancellor CEO Texas State Technical College 3801 Campus Drive Waco TX 76705 (254) 799-3611
Dr. President Linda Livingstone President Baylor University One Bear Place #97096 Waco TX 76798 (254) 710-3555
The Honorable Representative Charles 'Doc" Anderson Representative District 56 Texas House of Representatives 900 Austin Avenue, Suite 804 Waco TX 76701 (254) 754-3892
The Honorable Senator Brian Birdwell Senator District 22 Texas State Senate 900 Austin Ave, Suite 500 Waco TX 76701 (254) 772-6225
The Honorable Congressman Bill Flores Congressman District 17 United States House of Representatives400 Austin Avenue, Suite 302 Waco TX 76701 (254) 732-0748
The Honorable Senator John Cornyn Senator United States Senate 1500 Broadway, Ste. 1230 Lubbock TX 79401 (202) 225-2934
The Honorable Senator Ted Cruz Senator United States Senate 300 E. 8th St., Ste. 96 Austin TX 78701 (202) 224-5922
Mr. Mr. Josh Tetens President Bellmead Chamber 3400 Bellmead Drive Waco TX 76705 (254) 799-1552
Mr. Mr. Lester McDowell President Bellmead Economic Development Corp 3015 Bellmead Drive Bellmead TX 76905 (254) 799-2436

Loop 340 Public Hearing Summary Elected Officials and Stakeholders Mailing List
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Attachment D 

Sign-in Sheets 

Attendance 
Total Attendance: 63 

Members of the public: 36 
Elected Officials: 7 

Media: 1 
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Project Consultants: 7 
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Rachel Sprunger

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Andy Haferkamp    
Date: 10/23/18 1:24 PM (GMT‐06:00)  
To: Dean Tesmer    
Cc:    
Subject: PH Call  
 
Deam,  
  
The property owner called in regard to their property, I believe it was a bank. ID 127624. 124 on the schematic. His 
question was inregard to proposed ROW and if the State would purchase this property. He is having trouble selling this 
piece of property.  
I told him that there was no proposed ROW to this property or denial of access.  Also, that there was no proposed ROW 
on this project.  
  
  

 
  
Thank you, 
  
  

TÇwç [tyxÜ~tÅÑ? cAXA 
Texas Department of Transportation 
Waco District Office 
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Rachel Sprunger

From: Andy Haferkamp 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2018 10:43 AM
To: Dean Tesmer
Cc:  

Subject: FW: Loop 340 Waco Area expansion comments.

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dean, 
 
See below comment received through email. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 

TÇwç [tyxÜ~tÅÑ? cAXA 
Texas Department of Transportation 
Waco District Office 

 
 

 
 
From: Jason B   
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2018 10:31 AM 
To: Andy Haferkamp 
Subject: Loop 340 Waco Area expansion comments. 
 

This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. 

Sir, 

Looking at the maps on the Waco area Loop 340 East expansion between US 84 and Texas, I have a couple of 
comments to make. 

1.        The absence of an overpass at Williams drive is a complete 
oversight and obviously any traffic and pedestrian studies complete 
overlooked the fact that the school crossing currently at that 
location is very busy, and without a crossover you have essentially 
cut off an entire neighborhood from access to the school. Located 
at Williams and Loop 340. 



2

2.       The neighborhoods north and south of Loop 340 and South of 
US 84 now have limited access to and from the Loop.  The street 
infrastructure in these neighborhoods cannot handle the additional 
traverse neighborhood traffic as well a commercial delivery 
services, couriers, etc.  In many cases the roads are hardly wide 
enough for two cars to pass without driving into a ditch. 

  

In closing the expense of an overpass, especially when you 
consider the neighborhoods proximity to the middle school is well 
worth the expense. 

  

I live in the area and will be slightly affected by this expansion but 
the absolutely horrific accidents I have seen in my years here 
especially in the area where it goes from 5 lanes to 2 near the 
Cove / Campground junction, I have to say that it is a shame that 
an city the size of Waco did not address this situation in the 
past.  Case in point, Athens, Texas a much smaller city,  has had 
a completely functional 4 lane loop since the 1980’s. 

  

Thanks for your time 

 

 Jason Breeland 

 

 

 
  



1

Rachel Sprunger

From: Andy Haferkamp   
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2018 1:27 PM 
To: Dean Tesmer   
Cc:  

 
Subject: SL 340 ‐ Comment 
 
Dean, 
 
I followed up with a call David had received from Travis Beach   and he had two comments about Old 
Springfield Rd/Elk Rd cross street. 
He stated Old Springfield Rd. should be labeled Chappel Hill Rd. It does appear to be the case from Google Earth. 
He also had a comment for his neighbor’s business, Oh Henry Tent Production, who will have isses with their semis 
leaving their property. 
The concrete median in front of his driveway will force him to take semis down Old Chappel Hill Rd. and he believes 
there are signs that prohibit this type of thru traffic. 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank you, 
 
 



2

TÇwç [tyxÜ~tÅÑ? cAXA 
Texas Department of Transportation 
Waco District Office 
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TTexas Department of Transportation

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal 
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 
U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA 

and TxDOT.             

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales 
correspondientes para este proyecto, han sido o se están llevando a cabo por TxDOT en cumplimiento a 
23 U.S.C. 327 y un Memorando de entendimiento con fecha del 16 de diciembre de 2014, y ejecutado 

por FHWA y TxDOT.













Environmental Constraints
Loop 340 from South of Brazos River to US 84

McLennan County, Texas
CSJs: 2362-01-034; 0258-09-143

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this 
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding 

dated Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.             

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales correspondientes para 
este proyecto, han sido o se están llevando a cabo por TxDOT en cumplimiento a 23 U.S.C. 327 y un Memorando de 

entendimiento con fecha del 16 de diciembre de 2014, y ejecutado por FHWA y TxDOT.
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dated Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.             

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales correspondientes para 
este proyecto, han sido o se están llevando a cabo por TxDOT en cumplimiento a 23 U.S.C. 327 y un Memorando de 
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McLennan County, Texas
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Speaking Tonight

2

• Victor Goebel, P.E., TxDOT Waco District, Director of 

Transportation Planning and Development

• Larry Redden, P.E., IEA Engineering

― Engineering Project Manager

• Dean Tesmer, Blanton & Associates

― Environmental Project Manager



State Loop 340 Public Hearing October 23, 2018 3

ELECTED OFFICIALS

DISTRICT & CONSULTANT 

STAFF



State Loop 340 Public Hearing October 23, 2018

Hearing Information

 Purpose of the Public Hearing: To present the planned improvements 
and receive comments from the public

 Options for Commenting:

1) Verbal comments will commence after the presentation

2) Written comments can be placed in the comment box

3) Mail comments to: Texas Department of Transportation
Waco District Headquarters
Attention: Andy Haferkamp
100 South Loop Drive
Waco, TX 76704

4) Online: Visit www.txdot.gov and Search: Public Hearing SL 340

Deadline for comments:  Wednesday, November 7, 2018

4
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Public Hearing Procedures and Agenda

5

IEA

Blanton

TxDOT

TxDOT

TxDOT

TxDOTWelcome

Project Overview

Environmental Overview

Public Comments

Next Steps

Adjournment

11

22

33

44

55

66
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Project Overview - Project Development

 Public Meeting – August 24, 2017

 An Updated Corridor Design – Design Schematic

– Review/Approval

 The project is not currently funded

6
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Project Overview - Need for the Project

 Projected Traffic Increase 

 Traffic Safety

Mobility 

 Aging Infrastructure
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Project Overview - Project Location and Limits

State Loop (SL) 340

 From South of the Brazos 
River

 To US 84

 Approximately 5.2 miles

 Cities of Waco & Bellmead, 
McLennan County, Texas

End Project

Begin Project
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Project Overview – Existing Typical Sections

9

 From beginning of project to Williams Dr.

 From Williams Dr. to end of project
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Project Overview – Proposed Typical Section

10
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ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS
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Environmental Overview

12

• Need and Purpose
• Water Resources
• Traffic Noise
• Hazardous Materials
• Air Quality Assessment
• Archeological Resources

• Historic Resources
• Threatened/Endangered 

Species and Wildlife 
Habitat

• Indirect Impacts
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Agency Coordination

13

 City of Waco
 City of Bellmead
 McLennan County
 Waco Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
 Texas Historical Commission
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Environmental Overview

14

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

A class of action that normally does not individually or 
cumulatively have significant environmental impacts. This 
action does not induce significant impacts to planned growth 
or land use for the area; does not require the relocation of 
significant numbers of people; does not have a significant 
impact on any natural, cultural, recreation, or historic resource; 
does not involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts; 
does not have significant impacts on traffic patterns; or does 
not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, has any 
significant environmental impact.
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Reviewing Project Information

15

Reviewing Project Information

 Project information can be viewed by appointment Monday through 
Friday at the TxDOT Waco District Office from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.:

TxDOT Waco District Office
100 South Loop Drive

Waco, TX 76704



State Loop 340 Public Hearing October 23, 2018 16

Options for Commenting:

1) Verbal comments will commence after the intermission

2) Written comments can be placed in the comment box

3) Mail comments to: Andy Haferkamp
TxDOT Waco District
100 South Loop Drive
Waco, TX 76704

4) Comment online at txdot.gov and search Public Hearing SL 340

Deadline for comments:  Wednesday, November 7, 2018
Comments must be received by this date to be included as part of the official 

public hearing record.

Public Comments
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Verbal 
Comments

17
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Public Comment Session

18

• Submit a Speaker Registration Card

• Use microphone and face court reporter 

• State your name and whom you 
represent (if applicable) 



State Loop 340 Public Hearing October 23, 2018

Next Steps

19

Review and 
consider public 

hearing comments

Finalize 
environmental 
documentation

Complete final 
design Obtain funding
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Thank You For Your Participation!
Please remember to submit your comments on or before 

Wednesday, November 7, 2018

***Public Hearing Summary will be posted at 
www.txdot.gov when analysis is complete

Adjournment



 

Notice of Public Hearing 

State Loop 340: From Brazos River to US 84 

CSJs: 2362-01-034, 0258-09-143 

McLennan County, Texas 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Waco District will hold a public hearing regarding the proposed 

widening to State Loop (SL) 340 from the Brazos River to United States Highway (US) 84 (Bellmead Drive) in McLennan 

County, Texas. The hearing will be held on Tuesday, October 23, 2018, at the Bellmead Civic Center located at 1211 

Barlow Street, Bellmead, Texas, 76705. Displays will be available for viewing during the open house starting at 

5:30 p.m. with the formal presentation starting at 6:30 p.m. The purpose of the hearing is to present the proposed 

improvements and to receive public comments on the proposed project.  

The existing SL 340 roadway consists of two 12-foot-wide lanes with 10-foot-wide inside and outside shoulders. The 

proposed improvements would include reconstructing and widening SL 340 from the Brazos River to US 84 in the cities of 

Bellmead and Waco, Texas, for a distance of approximately 5.2 miles. The proposed project would add one mainlane in 

each direction and frontage roads. The mainlanes would consist of two 12-foot-wide lanes in each direction with 10-foot-

wide outside shoulders and inside shoulders which vary in width, separated by a depressed grassy median or concrete traffic 

barrier. Frontage roads would consist of two 12-foot-wide travel lanes, flanked by a 6-foot-wide sidewalk. The mainlanes 

and frontage roads would be separated by a grassy median that varies in width. Frontage road bridges would be constructed 

over the Brazos River along with mainlane bridges carrying SL 340 over the existing Spur (SP) 484 / State Highway (SH) 6 

bridges. All improvements would occur within the existing SL 340 right-of-way (ROW). No additional ROW, or 

displacements of residences, businesses, or farms is anticipated. A portion of the project area is located within the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 100-year floodplain. The facility would permit the conveyance of the 100-year 

flood, inundation of the roadway being acceptable, without causing significant damage to the facility or other property. The 

proposed improvements would cross four jurisdictional waters of the US.  It is anticipated that construction impacts at three 

of these jurisdictional areas would occur. Approximately 1.6 acres of wetlands may be impacted by construction activities. 

Construction at two of the crossings would meet the conditions for a Nationwide Permit 14, with one requiring a pre-

construction notification to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). The third crossing may require an individual 

permit from the USACE.  

Any environmental documentation, studies, or maps showing the project location and design, tentative construction 

schedules, and other information regarding the project are on file and available for inspection upon appointment Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Waco District Office, 100 South Loop Drive, 

Waco, TX 76704. This information will also be available for inspection at the hearing, and online at 

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved.html under Hearing & Meetings Schedule. Project schematics will be 

available online beginning October 24, 2018. Verbal comments from the public regarding the project may be presented at 

the hearing. Written comments may also be submitted at the hearing or submitted in person or by mail to Mr. Andrew 

Haferkamp, P.E., Attn: SL 340 Project Manager, TxDOT Waco District Office, 100 South Loop Drive, Waco, TX 76704. 

Written comments must be received or postmarked on or before Wednesday, November 7, 2018 to be included in 

the official public hearing record.  

The public hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who have special 

communication or accommodation needs, such as the need for an interpreter, are encouraged to contact the TxDOT Waco 

District Environmental Specialist David Jayroe at 254-867-2744. Requests should be made at least five days prior to the 

hearing. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs. 

If you have general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project or the hearing, please contact the TxDOT Project 

Manager, Mr. Andrew Haferkamp, P.E. at 254-867-2746. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this 

project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding 

dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved.html
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Public Hearing Fact Sheet 

State Loop 340 
From South of the Brazos River to US 84 in McLennan County 

Bellmead Civic Center, Waco, TX 
October 23, 2018 

 
5:30 p.m. Open House 
6:30 p.m. Formal Hearing and Public Comments 
 
Introduction 
The purpose of this public hearing is to present the proposed improvements to State Loop (SL) 
340, to present the findings of the environmental studies, and to receive public comments on the 
proposed project improvements developed to date. 
 
Project Information 
The goals of the proposed project are to improve mobility and safety throughout the project 
corridor and to provide continuity along SL 340 within the project limits.  
 
The proposed project would widen SL 340 to create a four-lane divided facility with new two-lane 
frontage roads in each direction. Sidewalks would also be incorporated throughout the project 
(see the project location map on the back of this sheet). 
 
Project Details: 

 Construction of one additional mainlane in each direction 

 Construction of frontage roads with sidewalks 

 Construction of mainlane bridges over the existing SP 484 / SH 6 bridges 

Comments 
You may deliver your comment verbally tonight during the public comment session, or you may 
submit a written comment tonight or by mail to:  
 
Andy Haferkamp 
TxDOT Waco District Headquarters 
100 South Loop Drive  
Waco, Texas 76704                                                                                                              
 
You may also submit a comment via email on the TxDOT website. Please reference “SL 340 
Bellmead” in your comment. 

Online  
Information about this project is available on the TxDOT website at www.txdot.gov. In the search 
field, enter “Public Hearing SL 340” which will take you to the project page for this project. 

Comments must be received or postmarked on or before Wednesday, November 7, 2018 to be 
included in the official public hearing record. 



 

 

 



PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM 

State Loop 340  
From South of the Brazos River to US 84 

McLennan County, Texas  
Public Hearing – Tuesday, October 23, 2018 

 
The Texas Department of Transportation is seeking your comments on the proposed project. All written 
comments are welcome. All written comments must be postmarked by Wednesday, November 7, 2018. 

 
Please Print 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Per Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 
❑ I am employed by TxDOT 
❑ I do business with TxDOT 
❑ I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this 
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of 
Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

 

NAME:      

ADDRESS:      

      

CITY:  STATE:  ZIP:  

 
To mail, please fold along dotted lines with this page on the inside, affix postage, and tape closed (do not staple). 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 -----------------------------------------------------------------  Fold Here  ------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-----------------------------------------------------------------  Fold Here  --------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
____________________________ Place 
____________________________ Stamp 
____________________________ Here 
____________________________ 
 
 
 
 

TxDOT WACO DISTRICT OFFICE 

ATTN: ANDY HAFERKAMP 

100 S. LOOP DRIVE 

WACO, TX 76704-2858 



SPEAKER REGISTRATION CARD 
 

State Loop 340 
From South of the Brazos River to US 84 

CSJs: 2362-01-034 and 0258-09-143  
 

BELLMEAD CIVIC CENTER 
1211 Barlow Street, Bellmead, TX 76705 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2018 
 

Please complete the information below and return this card to the sign-in table or a TxDOT 
staff member to indicate your desire to speak at tonight’s Public Hearing. Please limit your 
comments to 3 minutes to allow as many people to speak as possible.  
 
Please Print  
 
NAME:________________________________    TELEPHONE:_________________ 

 

ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5), check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 
❑ I am employed by TxDOT 
❑ I do business with TxDOT 
❑ I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 
 
 
 
 
 

SPEAKER REGISTRATION CARD 
 

State Loop 340 
From South of the Brazos River to US 84 

CSJs: 2362-01-034 and 0258-09-143  
 

BELLMEAD CIVIC CENTER 
1211 Barlow Street, Bellmead, TX 76705 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2018 
 

Please complete the information below and return this card to the sign-in table or a TxDOT 
staff member to indicate your desire to speak at tonight’s Public Hearing. Please limit your 
comments to 3 minutes to allow as many people to speak as possible.  
 
Please Print  
 
NAME:________________________________    TELEPHONE:_________________   

 

ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5), check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 
❑ I am employed by TxDOT 
❑ I do business with TxDOT 
❑ I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 
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         1                   P R O C E E D I N G S

         2             MR. GOEBEL:  Good evening.  My name is

         3 Victor Goebel.  I'm the Director of Transportation

         4 Planning and Development Texas Department of

         5 Transportation Waco District.  Before we begin -- begin

         6 tonight's presentation, please silence all your cell

         7 phones and electronic devices.  Today's Tuesday,

         8 October 23rd, 2018, and the time is 6:30.

         9             On behalf of the Texas Department of

        10 Transportation, I'd like to thank you for your interest

        11 and participation in tonight's public hearing.  As you

        12 entered tonight, you were asked to register at the
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        13 sign-in table.  If you have not already done so, please

        14 register before you leave tonight so that we have a

        15 record of your participation in tonight's hearing.

        16             Please feel free to view the exhibits.

        17 They'll be available until we adjourn after the

        18 hearing.  In addition to myself, two members of the

        19 project team from our consultants IEA and Blanton &

        20 Associates will be speaking, Mr. Larry Redden,

        21 engineering project manager; Mr. Dean Tesmer, the

        22 environmental project manager.

        23             We'd like to welcome and recognize the

        24 elected officials who are in attendance tonight.

        25             First we have Mr. Will Ridings, the mayor

 

                                                    4

         1 of Bellmead.  We have Charles "Doc" Anderson, state
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         2 representative for District 56.  We have Ms. Mildred

         3 Watkins representing La Vega ISD.  We have Mr. Myron

         4 Ridge also representing La Vega ISD.  We have Mr. Henry

         5 Jennings, president of the board of trustees

         6 representing La Vega ISD.  And Rosie Augustine

         7 (phonetic).  Sorry.  I apologize.

         8             UNKNOWN FEMALE:  You did great.  You did

         9 great.  You did great.

        10             MR. GOEBEL:  Are there any other elected

        11 officials present tonight that would like to be

        12 recognized?  Please stand up.

        13             Each of you will also be given the

        14 opportunity to speak before we begin the public comment

        15 period when we finish.

        16             I'd like to introduce you to several

        17 members of our project team for both TxDOT and IEA that

        18 are here tonight to assist you and answer questions

        19 following the comments.  From TxDOT we have David Chau.

        20 He's our director of traffic and maintenance
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        21 operations.  We have Andy Haferkamp.  He is the TxDOT

        22 PM.  We have David Jayroe, environmental coordinator.

        23 Courtney Jones, our district planner; Bryan Lamb, our

        24 district design engineer; Brenton Lane, our assistant

        25 design engineer.  Lisa Polansky, she's our advanced

 

                                                    5

         1 project development engineer.  Mike Rhodes is also

         2 environmental coordinator.  Ken Roberts is our PIO

         3 officer.  Jeff Jackson is the assistant area engineer

         4 and we have John Nelson from our right-of-way division.

         5             From IEA we have Bryan Alldredge and Larry

         6 Redden.  And from Blanton we have Dean Tesmer, Mike

         7 Walker, Rachel Sprunger and John Baird.

         8             Tonight's hearing has been advertised in
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         9 the local newspaper, on TxDOT's public involvement

        10 webpage and notices were sent to elected officials and

        11 adjacent property owners.  The purpose of the public

        12 hearing is to present the proposed improvements to

        13 State Loop 340 and to present the findings of the

        14 environmental studies and to gather public input.

        15             You may present your comments here tonight

        16 for the court reporter.  If you would like to speak for

        17 the public record and have filled out a speaker reg- --

        18 speaker registration card -- if you haven't filled one

        19 out, please do so now.  Please raise your hand and a

        20 speaker card will be provided to you.  Speakers will be

        21 called on in the order that they signed up.

        22             You may also submit your comments in

        23 writing.  We provided comment boxes if you choose to

        24 leave your completed form tonight.  Your comment forms

        25 may also be mailed or sent electronically to the
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         1 website address shown here and listed in your handout.

         2 Comments may be submitted online by going to TxDOT.gov

         3 and searching Public Hearing State Loop 340.  This

         4 information is shown on the public hearing fact sheet

         5 you received at the sign-in table.

         6             To be part of the public hearing record,

         7 comments must be submitted or postmarked by Wednesday,

         8 November 7th, 2018.  Both written and verbal comments

         9 will be considered equally.  If you submit your

        10 comments in writing, it is not necessary to repeat your

        11 comments verbally.

        12             During tonight's hearing we will be

        13 providing an overview of the project and discussion of

        14 environmental considerations.  The public comment

        15 session will begin following the presentation.  Because

        16 of the guidelines for public hearings and public
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        17 comment period, we are constrained in responding to

        18 your comments or questions during the verbal comment

        19 period.

        20             This official public hearing will adjourn

        21 after all verbal comments have been heard.  No

        22 responses to your comments will be provided tonight but

        23 all comments will be considered and documented

        24 according to public hearing summary report.

        25             Now I'd like to introduce Mr. Larry Redden

 

                                                    7

         1 with IEA, who's going to discuss the design for the

         2 proposed State Loop 340 project.

         3             MR. REDDEN:  Thank you, Victor.

         4             Good evening.  My name's Larry Redden.  A
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         5 public meeting was conducted on August the 24th, 2017,

         6 where TxDOT received comments on the preliminary

         7 design.  Following the meeting, the design was updated

         8 where possible to address comments received.  For

         9 example, a pedestrian bridge is now proposed to cross

        10 State Loop 340 at the Williams Drive intersection to

        11 accomplish -- to accommodate students crossing the

        12 street.  The design displayed on the table tonight

        13 reflects those design changes.  Comments from tonight's

        14 hearing may be used to further update the design.

        15             The project is not currently funded.  The

        16 project would be constructed in phases, if funds become

        17 available.

        18             Improvements to State Loop 340 are needed

        19 to address projected increase in traffic.  Traffic is

        20 projected to increase by 36 percent from 2019 to 2039.

        21 Traffic safety, 111 crashes were reported from 2013 to

        22 2017.  Mobility, a portion of the existing roadway

        23 within the project limits consists of two travel lanes.
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        24 State Loop 340 North of U.S. 84 and south of the Brazos

        25 River consists of four travel lanes.  Therefore,

 

                                                    8

         1 improvements are needed to provide continuity and

         2 improve mobility along the corridor by widening the

         3 two-lane portion and reconstructing the roadway.  Aging

         4 infrastructure, the existing roadway was constructed in

         5 the 1960s.  The purpose of the proposed project is to

         6 provide continuity along the section of State Loop 340

         7 from south of the Brazos River to U.S. 84.

         8             The State Loop 340 project extends from

         9 south of the Brazos River to U.S. 84 to the north.  The

        10 length of the project is, approximately, 5.2 miles and

        11 is within the cities of Waco and Bellmead.  The

        12 existing typical sections for State Loop 340 consist of
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        13 two-lane, undivided roadway from the beginning of the

        14 project to, approximately, 1,000 feet south of Williams

        15 Drive.  From, approximately, 1,000 feet south of

        16 Williams Drive to U.S. 84, State Loop 340 consists of

        17 four-lane roadway with a center turn lane.

        18             The proposed typical section would consist

        19 of four-lane roadway with two lanes in each direction.

        20 The two-lane frontage roads would also be constructed

        21 in each direction with sidewalks.  All improvements are

        22 anticipated to be completed within the existing

        23 right-of-way.  No additional right-of-way is

        24 anticipated for the project.  No relocations of

        25 residences or businesses are anticipated.  Specific

 

                                                    9
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         1 details are shown on the exhibits here on display at

         2 this evening -- this evening.

         3             I will now turn the presentation over to

         4 Dean Tesmer with Blanton & Associates who will go over

         5 the environmental findings of State Loop 340.

         6             Thank you.

         7             MR. TESMER:  Thank you, Larry.

         8             The Texas -- the TxDOT Waco District

         9 conducted environmental studies for the State Loop 340

        10 project in compliance with National Environmental

        11 Policy Act.  A need and purpose statement was developed

        12 for this project and various environmental resources

        13 were studied.  This slide shows which environmental

        14 resources were analyzed.

        15             A water resources technical report was

        16 completed and found that the proposed project would

        17 impact waters of the United States, including wetlands

        18 and, therefore, would require permitting from the U.S.

        19 Army Corps of Engineers.
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        20             Traffic noise analysis was conducted for

        21 the project and preliminary results determined that the

        22 proposed project would result in traffic noise impacts.

        23 Barriers were modeled for the roadway and preliminary

        24 results determined that a noise wall would be

        25 reasonable and feasible for the Bellmead Apartments

 

                                                   10

         1 located between GreenLawn Drive and Williams Drive.

         2 Further evaluation of this determination will be

         3 conducted during future project developments to

         4 determine if noise barriers would be included as part

         5 of the project construction.

         6             An initial site assessment for hazardous

         7 materials was completed.  A petroleum storage tank site

         8 and two liquid petroleum gas sites encroach into the
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         9 TxDOT right-of-way and a closed abandoned landfill site

        10 was identified adjacent to the project during

        11 investigations.  It was determined that there will be

        12 no adverse impacts to air quality, archeological

        13 resources, historical resources, or federally listed

        14 threatened or endangered species.  There is potential

        15 suitable habitat for four listed threatened species:

        16 one a bird, the wood stork; two freshwater mussels that

        17 may occur in the Brazos River; the smooth pimpleback

        18 and Texas fawn -- fawnsfoot; and one snake, the timber

        19 rattlesnake.  Approved best management practices would

        20 be implemented to avoid impacts to these species.

        21 The project has been coordinated with the Texas Parks

        22 and Wildlife Department.  Some species may become

        23 federally listed in the future; and if so, TxDOT would

        24 also coordinate with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

        25 Service.
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         1             The project was evaluated to determine if

         2 it would result in indirect impacts.  Indirect impacts

         3 are defined as those caused by an action that are later

         4 in time or farther removed in distance but they're

         5 still reasonably foreseeable.  The project would not

         6 provide access to previously inaccessible areas or make

         7 areas more or less attractive for development.

         8 Therefore, the indirect impacts analysis concluded that

         9 this project is not anticipated to induce growth in the

        10 area.

        11             Now, throughout the environmental process

        12 TxDOT has conducted public involvement activities and

        13 coordinated with resource agencies, local stakeholders,

        14 elected officials and the public and special interest

        15 groups.
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        16             The findings of the environmental study

        17 show that this project has no significant impact on the

        18 environment in that no unusual circumstances exist and,

        19 thus, the project qualifies to be categorically

        20 excluded from the requirements to prepare an

        21 environmental assessment or environmental impact

        22 statement under the National Environment Policy Act.

        23             Now I'm going to turn it back over to

        24 Victor.

        25             MR. GOEBEL:  Thank you, Dean.

 

                                                   12

         1             The proposed project plans, details and

         2 environmental studies formed and conclusions reached

         3 will continue to be available for review at the TxDOT

         4 Waco District office.
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         5             That concludes the public hearing

         6 presentation.  As a reminder, if you did not sign-in

         7 when you came in, please do so before you leave this

         8 evening.  This is for our records in documenting

         9 attendance at this hearing.

        10             In a couple of minutes we'll begin the

        11 verbal comment period.  If you want to make verbal

        12 comments tonight, please be sure to complete a speaker

        13 registration card.  If you need one, just raise your

        14 hand and a staff member will hand one to you.  After

        15 you filled out the card, hand the card back to the

        16 staff member or raise your hand and we will pick them

        17 up.

        18             If you do not wish to make a verbal

        19 comment during the comment period, you may dictate your

        20 comment directly to the court reporter or submit

        21 written or online comments.  You may leave your

        22 comments in the comment box tonight or you have the

        23 option of entering comments online on the TxDOT website

Page 19



102318PHSL340

        24 or mailing comments after tonight's meeting.  Please

        25 make sure your comments are submitted postmarked by
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         1 Wednesday, November 7th, 2018, to be included as part

         2 of the public record.

         3             It is now time to begin the verbal comment

         4 period but apparently no one wishes to make any

         5 verbal --

         6             UNKNOWN FEMALE:  I'm writing.

         7             MR. GOEBEL:  Okay.

         8             So, when I call your name, please come to

         9 the microphone.  State your name and any interest you

        10 may have in the project and provide your comments.  If

        11 you should need any assistance with the microphone,
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        12 simply raise your hand and we'll come to you.  Your

        13 comments are being recorded for the record.

        14             I'd like to begin the public comment

        15 session by first introducing our elected officials who

        16 may wish to comment and then I'll end up calling on the

        17 speakers from the public in the order that they were

        18 registered.

        19             So, at this time are there any elected

        20 officials wishing to comment on the project?

        21             Well, apparently we don't have any verbal

        22 comments, then?  So, we'll move on.

        23             In the next steps of the environmental

        24 process, all comments received tonight as well as the

        25 written comments received during the comment period
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Page 21



102318PHSL340

         1 will be included in the official public hearing record

         2 and will be summarized and responded to in the public

         3 hearing summary report.

         4             The project is not currently funded.  As

         5 funding becomes available, the project could be

         6 constructed in phases.

         7             This concludes the environmental section

         8 of the public hearing presentation.

         9             On behalf of TxDOT, again, let me thank

        10 you for your participation in this public hearing.  It

        11 is now 6:46 p.m.; and the public hearing for the State

        12 Loop 340 project is officially adjourned.  If you want

        13 to stay back and look at the displays, please feel free

        14 to do so and thank you for coming tonight.

        15             (Hearing concluded.)

        16

        17

        18

        19

Page 22



102318PHSL340

        20

        21

        22

        23

        24

        25
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         1 STATE OF TEXAS

         2

         3         I, Stephanie McClure Lopez, a Certified

         4 Shorthand Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do

         5 hereby certify that the above and foregoing contains a

         6 true and correct transcription of all portions of the

         7 above-referenced public comments to be included in the
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         8 transcript of said public comment section, and were

         9 reported by me.

        10              Given under my hand and seal of office on

        11 the 29th day of October, 2018.

        12

        13     ___________________________________
               STEPHANIE McCLURE LOPEZ, CSR
        14     JBCC Number 3483; Expiration 12/31/2019
               Central Texas Litigation Support Services, Inc.
        15     Firm Registration No. 622
               7215 Bosque Blvd.
        16     Waco, Texas 76710
        17     Telephone:  254-399-9400

        18

        19

        20

        21

        22

        23

        24

        25
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