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I-35 at RIVERSIDE DRIVE
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome. We at the Texas Department of Transportation know your time is valuable and we appreciate the time you spend reviewing our materials and providing us comments. Our open house is focused on a project TxDOT is developing on I-35 at Riverside Drive from Holly Street to Oltorf Street. This project is part of a larger program known as Mobility35.  Before getting into the specifics of this project, we will provide you a brief background on the Mobility35 program. 



Mobility35

 Program Limits: SH 130 (north of 
Georgetown) to Posey Road (south of 
San Marcos)
 Include significant contributions 

from regional partners:
– CAMPO
– Williamson, Travis, and Hays Counties
– City of Round Rock
– City of Austin
– Private
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Presentation Notes
The Mobility35 program extends through three counties – Williamson, Travis, and Hays – from north of Georgetown at SH 130 to south of San Marcos at Posey Road. The program has been developed as a partnership, starting with a study initiated in 2011 by the City of Austin from US 290E to Ben White Boulevard. With additional funding provided by the State Legislature, the study was eventually funded all the way through Travis County.  The study was expanded even further to the current limits when the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) and TxDOT allocated additional funding. As the program has been extended, other partners continue to join into the Mobility35 partnership.



Mobility35 Goals

 Increase capacity
 Better manage traffic
 Enhance safety
 Optimize existing facility
 Minimize additional right-of-way
 Improve east-west connectivity
 Improve compatibility with neighborhoods
 Enhance bicyclist, pedestrian, and transit-

user options

3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Goals were developed at the start of the program in 2011. We need to add capacity to I-35; we must work to enhance safety; we have to optimize the facility that we have, and may do so by adding auxiliary lanes, modifying ramps, and improving intersections. We are working to better manage the traffic on the facility through use of Traffic Management Systems that allow us to communicate to roadway users, letting you make better choices about when you are on the road, or how you get around a wreck or congestion. Optimizing the facility includes helping each of us make better choices about time shifting, ridesharing, or using public transit. We are also working very hard to minimize the need for additional right-of-way, to improve east-west connectivity across I-35 and make I-35 friendlier to bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit users.



A Community-Driven Effort

More than 210 stakeholder 
meetings and community 
events, 2011 – present 
34 public open houses

15 online open houses
― More than 5,000 visitors

Website, Twitter, Facebook

Location-specific outreach
― Downtown Stakeholder Working Group

― Decks Area Neighborhood Workshops
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Presentation Notes
From the start, Mobility35 has been a community-driven process.  To date we have held more than 210 meetings with stakeholders, including quite a few in the area of this project.  Input from the community has been invaluable in shaping the program, informing and educating the project team and helping define the nature of the improvements that we propose.  We have held 34 formal open houses like this one. 



Mobility35 Program Cost and the Program Approach

Estimated Cost (in 2020 dollars)

 Williamson: $815M
 Travis: $1.6B - $1.9B*
 Hays: $1.5B

 Benefits of the program approach
– Projects can be implemented independently to provide localized improvement
– Each project contributes to a collective benefit for the system
– Projects can be advanced to utilize funding as it becomes available
– Local transportation partners including cities, counties, CAMPO and the 

Mobility Authority reference the program to make decisions where they can
best assist with securing funding for projects

* Dependent on final Austin downtown concept

Estimated Cost (in 2020 dollars)
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Presentation Notes
The Mobility35 improvements for all three counties have an estimated cost of about $4.3 Billion (in 2020 dollars).  However, the program is designed to be implemented in a series of stand-alone projects, like the one we are here to discuss tonight.  Each of these projects can be implemented by itself, as funds become available.  Each project  has stand-alone benefit and provides clearly identifiable mobility improvements to the area.  The benefit of the overall program is that we know how the pieces fit together, and that the whole is greater than the sum of the parts.  



A Community-Driven Plan

Web: My35.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TxDOT

Twitter: @TxDOTAustin

Email: info@mobility35.org
Address: Karen Lorenzini

Mobility35 Program
Manager TxDOT –
Austin District
P.O. Box 15426
Austin, Texas 78761-5426

Fax: 512-832-7157 (Attn: Karen Lorenzini)

Williamson County

Travis County

Hays County
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The individual projects, and the complete program are found in the Mobility35 Implementation Plans for each county.  These can be found at My35.org.  Look under the section for the Capital Area and there’s a wealth of information about the I-35 improvements, across all three counties.  Now let’s talk about the purpose of this open house.



Current schematic is available for download on My35.org/capital

I-35 No Build
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Presentation Notes
This exhibit shows the existing layout of I-35 from south of Holly Street to north of Oltorf Street.  The typical sections show the existing lane widths and configurations.  



Purpose and Need

What are we trying to do?
• Improve safety and mobility for all traffic, including bicycles, 

pedestrians, and transit

What are we trying to improve?
• Traffic flow during peak hours
• Sight distance on the mainlanes south of Riverside Drive
• Intersection operations
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Presentation Notes
The purpose for the proposed project is to improve mobility and safety.  We are trying to improve traffic flow during peak hours, increase sight distance on the I-35 mainlanes, improve intersection operations, and improve mobility and safety concerns for all traffic including bicycles, pedestrians, and transit.



Current schematic is available for download on My35.org/capital

Proposed I-35 Improvements
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Presentation Notes
This engineering drawing shows the preliminary proposed improvements along I-35 from south of Holly Street to north of Oltorf Street, on Riverside Drive and on Woodland Avenue. The frontage roads (FRs) and side streets are shown in blue, the I-35 mainlanes in pink, bridges in orange, and the proposed collector-distributors in yellow. Also shown are the preliminary proposed typical sections at various locations along the project. Woodland avenue improvements include improved east-west connectivity, additional “left-turn only” lanes on northbound and southbound frontage roads, and additional sidewalks along Woodland Avenue.



Collector-distributor basics:
• Allows traffic entering/exiting the highway to safely 

merge without disrupting travel on the mainlanes
• Improves traffic flow by allowing vehicles to bypass 

traffic signals on the frontage road
• Reduces congestion at intersections
• Already in use in Austin on:

• Northbound I-35 at Parmer Lane (shown right)
• Southbound I-35 at MLK Blvd
• Northbound I-35 at 51st Street

What is a collector-distributor?
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Presentation Notes
A collector-distributor road is a type of road that parallels and connects the main travel lanes of a highway and frontage roads or entrance ramps. Collector-distributor roads are found at intersections. Collector-distributor roads improve traffic flow by allowing vehicles to bypass traffic signals, improve traffic speed by increasing the distance between high-speed mainlanes and lower speed frontage road traffic, and enhance safety by providing a place for exiting traffic to wait to access frontage roads, rather than backing up onto high-speed mainlanes.



Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities

Existing boardwalk Existing facility along frontage road

Proposed current design along frontage road
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For comparison, here are the dimensions of the existing sidewalk and the boardwalk through the project, as well as the proposed current design of the shared use path.



I-35 Improvements at Norwood Tract

Proposed Current Design

• 12-foot shared use path
• Path buffered 5 feet from traffic
• Path route selected to minimize 

impact to trees
• Retaining walls to minimize right-of-

way
• Shared use path configuration 

consistent with city of Austin plan
• Requires right-of-way and 

temporary easement
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Our current design involved coordination with the City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department to develop improvements that would meet the need and purpose of the proposed project and minimize impacts to the Norwood Tract.  The current design increases the width of the existing 6-foot sidewalk to a 12-foot wide shared use path.  It also adds a 5 feet buffer between the shared use path and roadway for increased pedestrian safety and comfort.   The shared use path is routed to minimize impacts to trees, and retaining walls are utilized to minimize right-of-way impacts.  



Current status:

• Exploring options to minimize 
impacts

• Temporary short-term closures 
during bridge construction

• Potential modifications to the   
boardwalk within TxDOT’s right-of-
way may be necessary

Boardwalk Considerations
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Widening of the bridges over Lady Bird Lake would occur above the boardwalk. We are currently exploring options to minimize impacts to the boardwalk; however, short-term closures of the boardwalk during construction are likely. Potential modifications to the boardwalk may also be necessary.



Proposed improvements:

• Improve east-west access

• Additional left-turn only lane on 
northbound and southbound 
frontage roads

• Additional sidewalks along
Woodland Avenue

Woodland Avenue
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The project at Woodland Avenue would completely re-construct the overpass and maintain east-west connectivity. Left-turn only lanes would be added for both the northbound and southbound frontage roads. Sidewalks would also be improved for pedestrians.



I-35 Improvements – Riverside Drive Travel Path Input
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
(At July 21st open house only)In an effort to continue improving the pedestrian facilities in the vicinity of Norwood Tract and the Riverside Drive intersection, we have created an exhibit for you to trace your travel routes, located on the tables around the room.  Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and public transit users are encouraged to draw their route on the exhibit shown here.  This will allow us to determine the most utilized routes through this intersection. 



Preliminary
design

Environmental 
review

Final
design*

Right-of-way
acquisition &

utilities
coordination*
Early 2016-

2017

Construction*

Ongoing public involvement

WE ARE
HERE

*As funding is identified

Aug 2014-
Dec 2015

Aug 2014-
Early 2016

Early 2016-
Early 2017

2017-
2020

Anticipated Schedule
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Since initiation of this project in 2014, we are now conducting the Preliminary Design and Environmental Review. This would be followed by the final design, right-of-way acquisition and utility coordination, anticipated to occur in year 2016 and the early part of 2017, followed by construction expected to begin between 2017-2020. Keep in mind that these dates would be dependent on the identification of funding for this project to move forward.



• Continue to engage the community
• Compile and consider community input
• Complete the environmental documentation and

review process
• Conduct a public hearing

Next Steps
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Presentation Notes
As the project moves forward, public involvement efforts will continue, including opportunities for public input both through meetings and other forms of communication, such as mail, websites, email, telephone calls and social media. Written comments received from the public will be responded to and incorporated into the environmental documentation and will become part of the official public record for this project.  



Your input is valuable
We need your help to identify potential issues and refine solutions to ensure that projects meet 
transportation needs with as minimal impacts as possible. Public input is an important part of the 
environmental process, and will be considered throughout the environmental study and design. All
comments are welcome.

Ways to get involved
• Submit a Comment:

 Provide verbal comments to the transcriber present at this open house
 Submit a comment form in the comment box at this open house, mail it to TxDOT at the 

address on the comment form, or fax it to 512-832-7157
 Submit a comment electronically through the virtual open house available at

www.mobility35openhouse.com
• Send us an email to receive updates at info@mobility35.org
• Invite the project team to meet with your group

We Want Your Input!

18

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A very important aspect of this project is obtaining your input. Input received will be documented and taken into consideration as a part of the environmental process. In order to identify potential issues and refine solutions that meet the transportation needs and minimize impacts to adjacent property owners, we need your help. This can be accomplished by providing input on the proposed improvements and staying involved.   If you are viewing the presentation online, please provide your comments through www.mobility35openhouse.com, and send us an email to receive updates at info@mobility35.org.  Thank you for spending time with us – we value your input.
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