6007

Special Specification 6007
Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) Fiber Optic
Cable
1.

DESCRIPTION
Furnish, install, relocate and remove Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) fiber optic cable, fiber patch
panels and splice enclosures as shown on the plans.

2.

MATERIALS

2.1.

General Requirements. Provide, assemble, fabricate and install materials that are new, corrosion resistant,
and in accordance with the details shown on the plans and in these Specifications.
Furnish, install, splice, and test all new fiber optic cable. Provide all splicing kits, fiber optic cable caps,
connectors, moisture or water sealants, terminators, splice trays, fiber optic jumpers, pig tails, fiber patch
panels, fiber interconnect housing, and accessories necessary to complete the fiber optic network. Provide
all equipment necessary for installation, splicing, and testing.

2.2.

Cable Requirements. Furnish all-dielectric, dry-filled, gel-free, loose tube fiber optic cable, with low water
peak, suitable for underground conduit environments or aerial applications.
Furnish self-supporting, all-dielectric, dry-filled, gel-free, loose tube fiber optic cable, with low water peak
suitable for aerial applications when not lashing to strand cable.
All fiber optic cable furnished must have a design life of 20 yr. when installed to the manufacturer’s
specifications.
Splice fiber optic cables in ground boxes, field cabinets, or buildings. Terminate fiber optic cables in field
cabinets and buildings that comply with the details shown on the plans and in this Specification.
Provide all fiber optic cable from the same manufacturer and the manufacturer is International Organization
for Standardization (ISO) 9001 certified. Ensure the cables meet or exceed United States Department of
Agriculture Rural Utilities Service (RUS) CFR 1755.900, American National Standards Institute/Insulated
Cable Engineers Association (ANSI/ICEA) S-87-640, and Telecommunications Industry
Association/Electronic Industries Alliance (TIA/EIA)-492-CAAB standard.

2.3.

Optical Requirements.

2.3.1.

Optical Fiber. Provide ITU G.652 single mode fiber optic cable with a core diameter of 8.3 ± 0.7 microns
and a cladding diameter of 125 ± 0.7 microns. Provide optical fiber made of glass consisting of a silica core
surrounded by concentric silica cladding, free of imperfections and inclusions.

2.3.2.

Core/Clad Concentricity. Provide an offset between the center of the core and cladding less than
0.5 microns.

2.3.3.

Mode Field Diameter. Provide single mode fiber optic cable with the effective area or Mode Field Diameter
of the fiber must be 9.2 ± 0.4 µm at 1310 nm and 10.5 ± 1.0 µm at 1550 nm.

2.3.4.

Primary Coating. Provide fiber with a coating diameter of 250 ± 15 microns.
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2.3.5.

Attenuation. Provide single mode fiber optic cable with nominal attenuation of 0.35 dB/km maximum at a
wavelength of 1310 nm and nominal attenuation of 0.25 dB/km maximum at a wavelength of 1550 nm.
Attenuation at water peak must be less than 0.35 dB/km at 1383 nm.

2.3.6.

Bandwidth and Dispersion. Provide single mode fiber optic cable with a maximum dispersion of:
 3.2 ps/nm-km at a wavelength of 1310 nm, and
 18 ps/nm-km at a wavelength of 1550 nm.
Zero dispersion wavelength must be between 1300 nm and 1324 nm and the zero dispersion slope at the
zero dispersion wavelength must be less than 0.092 ps/(nm2 • km).
The cutoff wavelength must be less than 1260 nm for single mode fibers specified to operate at 1310 nm.
The cutoff wavelength must be less than 1480 for single mode fibers specified to operate only at 1550 nm or
higher.
The macrobend attenuation per 100 turns must not exceed 0.05 dB at 1310 nm and 1550 nm.

2.3.7.

Mechanical Requirements(Tensile Strength). Provide a cable withstanding a pulling tension of 600 lbf
without increasing attenuation by more than 0.8 dB/mi when installing in underground conduit systems in
accordance with EIA-455-33A. Conduct an impact test in accordance with TIA/EIA-455-25C (FOTP-25) and
a compression load test in accordance with TIA/EIA-455-41A (FOTP-41).
For all-dielectric self-supporting cable (ADSS) and other self-supporting cables, meet tensile strength
requirements in accordance with Section 25, Loading of Grades B and C, of National Electric Safety Code
(NESC), for the maximum span and sag information as shown in the plans for aerial construction.

2.3.8.

Bend Radius. Provide a cable withstanding a minimum bending radius of 10 times its outer diameter during
operation, and 20 times its outer diameter during installation, removal and reinstallation without changing
optical fiber characteristics. Test the cable in accordance with EIA-455-33A.

2.3.9.

Buffering. Use a buffering tube or jacket with an outer diameter of 1.0 to 3.0 mm containing 12 individual
fiber strands. The fibers must not adhere to the inside of the buffer tube.

2.3.10.

Color Coding. Provide fiber and buffer tubes with a color coating applied to it by the manufacturer. Coating
must not affect the optical characteristics of the fiber. Provide color configuration in accordance with TIA/EIA598 as follows:
 1. Blue
 5. Slate
 9. Yellow
 2. Orange
 6. White
 10. Violet
 3. Green
 7. Red
 11. Rose
 4. Brown
 8. Black
 12. Aqua

3.

EQUIPMENT

3.1.

Cable Type. Provide cables with a reverse oscillation or planetary stranding structure.
Jacket construction and group configuration should separate at splice points to cut and splice 1 set of fibers
while the others remain continuous. All cable jackets must have a ripcord to aid in the removal of the outer
jacket. Submit cable designs for approval.
Strand loose buffer tubes around a dielectric central anti-buckling strength member. Provide dielectric aramid
or fiber glass strength members with specified strength for the cable. Provide cable with a water-blocking
material, which is non-hygroscopic, non-nutritive to fungus, non-conductive, non-toxic, and homogeneous.
The water blocking material must comply with TIA/EIA-455-81B and 455-82B as well as TIA/EIA-455-98.
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Ensure a polyethylene inner jacket is applied over the cable core, and that the entire cable is enclosed with a
polyethylene outer jacket. Ensure the outer jacket contains black carbon to provide UV protection for the
cable. Ensure each cable is marked with the manufacturer’s name, the date of manufacture (month/year), the
fiber count (example 48F SM), and sequential length markings at maximum 2 ft. increments, measured in
U.S. units.
For aerial installation, provide standard fiber optic cable lashed to steel messenger cable or ADSS in
accordance with the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 1222 Standard for Testing and
Performance for All-Dielectric Self-Supporting (ADSS) Fiber Optic Cable for Use on Electric Utility Power
Lines, or most current version. Provide ADSS cable in accordance with the maximum span distance, weather
load rating, and allowable sag as shown on the plans. “Figure 8” self-supporting cable with integrated
messenger cable within the outer jacket for aerial installation is acceptable.
3.1.1.

Cable Size. Furnish cables with a maximum diameter not exceeding 19 mm.

3.1.2.

Environmental Requirements. Provide cable that functions in a temperature range from -40°F to 158°F.

3.2.

Fiber Optic Accessories.

3.2.1.

Splice Enclosures. Furnish and install 1 of 3 types of underground splice enclosures at locations shown on
the plans to accommodate the cables being spliced at that point. The types are as follows:
 Type 1: 4 cable entry ports total – 2 ports to accommodate backbone fiber of up to 144 fibers and 2
ports for drop cables of up to 48 fibers,
 Type 2: 6 cable entry ports total – 4 to accommodate backbone or arterial cables of up to 144 fibers and
2 ports for drop cables of up to 48 fibers, and
 Type 3: 8 cable entry ports total – 4 to accommodate backbone or arterial cables of up to 144 fibers and
4 ports for drop cables of up to 48 fibers.
Provide the end cap of the canister splice closure with re-enterable quick-seal cable entry ports to
accommodate additional branch cables or backbone cables. Provide fiber optic splice enclosures with strain
relief, splice organizers, and splice trays from the same manufacturer as the splice enclosure. Select the
appropriate splice enclosure type based on the number of splices called for in the plans. Suspend all splice
closures off floor of the ground box and secure to cable rack assembly on side wall of ground box.
For end of reel splicing, use a fiber optic splice enclosure sized to accommodate full cable splice in one
enclosure. Fiber optic splice enclosure must be of the same manufacturer as other supplied on a project.
Splice enclosure and fusion splicing required for end of reel will be incidental to the fiber optic cable.
Comply with the Telcordia Technologies’ GR-711-CORE standard and all applicable NEC requirements.
Contain all optical fiber splices within a splice enclosure, providing storage for fiber splices, nonspliced fiber,
and buffer tubes. Provide sufficient space inside the enclosure to prevent microbending of buffer tubes when
coiled.
Ensure that the splice enclosure maintains the mechanical and environmental integrity of the fiber optic
cable, encases the sheath opening in the cable, and organizes and stores optical fiber. Ensure all hinges and
latching devices are stainless steel or of a non-corrosive material designed for harsh environments. Ensure
that the enclosure is airtight and prevents water intrusion. Ensure that splice enclosures allow re-entry and
are hermetically sealed to protect internal components from environmental hazards and foreign material such
as moisture, dust, insects, and UV light.

3.2.2.

Field Rack Mount Splice Enclosures. Provide a 19 in. EIA rack mounted splice enclosure module to hold
spliced fibers as shown in the plans inside field equipment cabinets or buildings.
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Splice or terminate fibers inside rack mounted fiber optic splice enclosures. Provide an enclosed unit
designed to house a minimum of 4 cables, sized to accommodate at a minimum the cables shown on the
plans plus future expansion.
Provide splice enclosures containing mounting brackets with a minimum of 4 cable clamps. Install cable
according to manufacturer recommendations for the cable distribution panel.
3.2.3.

Fiber Patch Panels. Provide fiber patch panels that are compatible with the fiber optic cable being
terminated and color coded to match the optical fiber color scheme. Coil and protect a maintenance loop of
at least 5 ft. of buffer tube inside the rack mount enclosure, patch panel, or splice tray. Allow for future splices
in the event of a damaged splice or pigtail.

3.2.3.1.

Cabinet. Terminate or splice fibers inside the compact and modular fiber patch panel in the cabinet. Provide
fiber patch panel for installation inside a 19 in. EIA rack and sized appropriately to accommodate the fiber
terminations shown on the plans or as directed by the Engineer. Provide each patch panel housing with preassembled compact modular snap-in simplex connector panel modules, each module having a minimum of 6
fiber termination/connection capabilities. Provide modules with a removable cover having 6 preconnectorized fiber pigtails, interconnection sleeves, and dust caps installed by the manufacturer. Provide a
12 fiber or greater fusion splice tray capability housing, each tray holding 12 fusion splices as shown in the
plans. Stack splice trays on a rack to permit access to individual trays without disturbing other trays. Locate
splice trays in a rack within a pull-out shelf. Protect the housing with doors capable of pivoting up or down.
Document the function of each terminated/spliced fiber, along with the designation of each connector on
labels or charts located either on the inside or outside of the housing door. Provide labels or charts that are
UV resistant design for harsh environments and used inside field equipment cabinets. Use permanent
marker or method of identification that will withstand harsh environments. Provide each housing with strain
relief. Terminate single mode fiber optic cable with SC connectors to the patch panels, unless otherwise
shown on the plans.
Install the fiber patch panel as an integral unit as shown on the plans.

3.2.3.2.

Building. Provide a fiber patch panel with a modular design allowing interchangeability of connector panel
module housing and splice housing within the rack, as shown on the plans.
Provide the number of single mode fibers, connector panel module housings, and splice housings for the
patch panel unit in the building as shown on the plans.
Provide a fiber patch panel unit, installed at a height less than 7 ft., capable of housing 8 connector panel
module housings or 8 splice housings. Protect the housing with doors capable of pivoting up or down and
sliding into the unit.
Provide 12 snap-in simplex connector panel modules with each connector panel module housing, each
module having 6 fiber termination/connector capabilities. Use a pre-assembled compact modular unit with a
removable cover for the snap-in simplex connector panel module having 6 pre-connectorized fiber pigtails,
interconnection sleeves, and dust caps installed by the manufacturer. Provide each connector panel module
housing with a jumper routing shelf, storing up to 5 ft. (minimum) of cable slack for each termination within
the housing. Provide the fiber distribution unit with strain relief.
Provide splice enclosure with 24 fusion splice tray capabilities, each splice tray holding 12 or more fusion
splices. Stack splice trays on a rack to permit access to individual trays without disturbing other trays. Locate
the rack on a pull-out shelf.
Document the function of each terminated/spliced fiber, along with the designation of each connector on
labels or charts located either on the inside or outside of the housing door. Provide labels or charts that are
UV resistant design for harsh environments and used inside field equipment cabinets. Use permanent
marker or method of identification that will withstand harsh environments. Also provide documentation of the
function of each terminated or spliced fiber along with the designation of each connector on charts or
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diagrams matching the fiber patch panel configuration and locate inside cabinet document drawer. Provide
documentation at the conclusion of fiber terminations and splicing.
Allow terminations only in the fiber interconnect housings placed in the cabinets as shown on the plans or as
directed.
3.2.4.

Splice Trays. Use splice tray and fan-out tubing kit for handling each fiber. Provide a splice tray and 12 fiber
fan-out tubing with each housing for use with the 250 microns coated fiber. The fan-out will occur within the
splice tray (no splicing of the fiber required). Allow each tube to fan out each fiber for ease of
connectorization. Label all fibers in splice tray on a log sheet securing it to the inside or outside of the splice
tray. Provide UV resistant log sheet suitable for harsh environments, located inside field cabinets or splice
enclosures. Provide fan-out tubing with 3 layers of protection consisting of fluoropolymer inner tube, a
dielectric strength member, and a 2.9 mm minimum outer protective PVC orange jacketing.

3.2.5.

Jumpers. Provide fiber optic jumper cables to cross connect the fiber patch panel to the fiber optic
transmission equipment as shown on the plans or as directed. Match the core size, type, and attenuation
from the cable to the simplex jumper. Use yellow jumpers and provide strain relief on the connectors. Provide
fiber with a 900 micron polymer buffer, Kevlar strength member, and a PVC jacket with a maximum outer
jacket of 2.4 mm in diameter.
Provide 5 ft. long jumpers, unless otherwise shown on the plans. On the patch panel end of each jumper,
provide an SC connector. On the opposite end of the jumper, provide a connector that is suitable to be
connected to the fiber optic transmission equipment selected. When providing jumpers for existing
equipment, provide connectors suitable to be connected to patch panels and fiber optic transmission
equipment in use. All jumpers must have factory terminated connectors. Field terminations of connectors is
prohibited.

3.2.6.

Fiber Optic Cable Storage Device. Furnish fiber optic cable storage device designed to store slack fiber
optic cable by means of looping back from device to device on an aerial run. Furnish storage devices that are
non-conductive and resistant to fading when exposed to UV sources and changes in weather. Ensure
storage devices have a captive design such that fiber-optic cable will be supported when installed in the
aerial rack apparatus and the minimum bending radius will not be violated. Provide stainless steel
attachment hardware for securing storage devices to messenger cable and black UV resistant tie-wraps for
securing fiber-optic cable to storage device. Provide tie-wraps that do not damage fiber when securing to
storage device. Ensure storage devices are stackable so multiple cable configurations are possible. Ensure
cable storage devices furnished are compatible with the type of aerial cable furnished and installed. Aerial
cable storage devices will be considered incidental to the installation of the fiber optic cable.

4.

CONSTRUCTION
Install fiber optic cable in accordance with United States Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service
CFR 1755.900 specifications for underground and aerial plant construction without changing the optical and
mechanical characteristics of the cables.
Utilize available machinery, jacking equipment, cable pulling machinery with appropriate tension monitors,
splicing and testing equipment, and other miscellaneous tools to install cable, splice fibers, attach connectors
and mount hardware in cabinets employed with the above “Mechanical Requirements.” Do not jerk the cable
during installation. Adhere to the maximum pulling tensions of 600 lbf and bending radius of 20 times the
cable diameter or as specified by the manufacturer, whichever is greater.
Use installation techniques and fixtures that provide for ease of maintenance and easy access to all
components for testing and measurements. Take all precautions necessary to ensure the cable is not
damaged during transport, storage, or installation. Protect as necessary the cables to prevent damage if
being pulled over or around obstructions along the ground.
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Where plans call for removal of existing cable to salvage or reuse elsewhere, take care to prevent damaging
the existing cable during removal adhering to all of the requirements for installation that pertain to removal.
4.1.

Packaging, Shipping, and Receiving. Ensure the completed cable is packaged for shipment on reels.
Ensure the cable is wrapped in weather and temperature resistant covering. Ensure both ends of the cable
are sealed to prevent the ingress of moisture.
Securely fasten each end of the cable to the reel to prevent the cable from coming loose during transit.
Provide 6 ft. of accessible cable length on each end of the cable for testing. Ensure that the complete outer
jacket marking is visible on these 6 ft. of cable length. Provide each cable reel with a durable weatherproof
label or tag showing the Manufacturer’s name, the cable type, the actual length of cable on the reel, the
Contractor’s name, the contract number, and the reel number. Include a shipping record in a weatherproof
envelope showing the above information and also include the date of manufacture, cable characteristics
(size, attenuation, bandwidth, etc.), factory test results, cable identification number and any other pertinent
information. Ensure that all cable delivered has been manufactured within 6 mo. of the delivery date. Ensure
that the minimum hub diameter of the reel is at least 30 times the diameter of the cable. Provide the cable in
one continuous length per reel with no factory splices in the fiber. Provide a copy of the transmission loss test
results as required by the TIA/EIA-455-61 standard, as well as results from factory tests performed prior to
shipping.

4.2.

Installation in Conduit. Install fiber optic cable in conduits in a method that does not alter the optical
properties of the cable. If required, relocate existing cable to allow new fiber optic cable routing in conduits.
When pulling the cable, do not exceed the installation bending radius. Use rollers, wheels, or guides that
have radii greater than the bending radius. Use a lubricating compound to minimize friction. Use fuse links
and breaks to ensure that the cable tensile strength is not exceeded. Measure the pulling tension with a
mechanical device and mechanism to ensure the maximum allowable pulling tension of 600 lbf is not
exceeded at any time during installation.
Provide a single 1/C #14 XHHW insulated tracer wire in conduit runs where fiber optic cable is installed.
Provide cable that is UL listed solid copper wire with orange color low density polyethylene insulation suitable
for conduit installation and with a voltage rating of 600V. When more than one fiber optic cable is installed
through a conduit run, only one tracer wire is required. Fuse or join tracer wires used in backbone, arterial,
and drop runs, so that you have one continuous tracer wire. Terminate tracer wire at fiber optic test markers
or equipment cabinets as identified in the plans for access to conduct a continuity test. Tracer wire will be
paid for under Item 620, “Electrical Conductors.”
Provide flat pull cord with a minimum tensile strength of 1,250 lb. in each conduit containing fiber optic cable.
A traceable pull cord, with a metallic conducting material integral to the pull cord, may be substituted for a
1/C #14 tracer wire only with approval from the Department.
Seal conduit ends with a 2 part urethane after installation of fiber optic cable.

4.3.

Cable Installation between Pull Boxes and Cabinets or Buildings. Do not break or splice a second fiber
optic cable to complete a run when pulling the cable from the nearest ground box to a cabinet or building.
Pull sufficient length of cable in the ground box to reach the designated cabinet or building. Pull the cable
through the cabinet to coil, splice, or terminate the cable in the cabinet or building. Do not bend the cable
beyond its minimum bend radius of 20 times the diameter.
Coil and tie cable inside cabinet, building, or boxes for future splicing or termination as shown in the plans.
Cut off and remove the first 10 ft. of pulled or blown fiber stored. This work is incidental to this Item. Coat the
open end of the coiled cable with protective coating and provide a dust cap.

4.4.

Aerial Installation. Use pole attachment hardware and roller guides with safety clips to install aerial run
cable. Maintain maximum allowable pulling tension of 600 lb. ft. during the pulling process for aerial run cable
by using a mechanical device. Do not allow cable to contact the ground or other obstructions between poles
during installation. Do not use a motorized vehicle to generate cable pulling forces. Use a cable suspension
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clamp when attaching cable tangent to a pole. Select and place cable blocks and corner blocks so as not to
exceed the cable’s minimum bending radius. Do not pull cable across cable hangers. Store 100 ft. of fiberoptic cable slack, for future use, on all cable runs that are continuous without splices or where specified on
the plans. Store spare fiber optic cable on fiber-optic cable storage racks of the type compatible with the
aerial cable furnished. Locate spare cable storage in the middle of spans between termination points. Do not
store spare fiber-optic cable over roadways, driveways or railroads.
Install standard cable on timber poles by lashing to steel messenger cable. Provide steel messenger cable in
accordance with Item 625, “Zinc Coated Steel Wire Strand.” Install all-dielectric self-supporting cable (ADSS)
cable on timber poles using clinching clamp with cable hanger. Install aerial run cable in accordance with
these specifications and as shown on the plans.
Locate aerial fiber in accordance with the NESC, Section 23, with respect to vertical clearances over the
ground, between conductors carried on different supporting structures, and required separation distance of
the cable from bridges, buildings, and other structures.
4.5.

Blowing Fiber Installation. Use either the high-air speed blowing (HASB) method or the piston method.
When using the HASB method, ensure that the volume of air passing through the conduit does not exceed
600 cu. ft. per min.or the conduit manufacturer’s recommended air volume, whichever is more restrictive.
When using the piston method, ensure that the volume of air passing through the conduit does not exceed
300 cu. ft. per min.or the conduit manufacturer’s recommended air volume, whichever is more restrictive.

4.6.

Slack Cable. Pull and store excess cable slack inside ITS ground boxes as shown on the plans. The
following are minimum required lengths of slack cable, unless otherwise directed:
 ground boxes (No Splice) - 25 ft.,
 ground boxes (With Splice) - 100 ft.,
 future splice point - 100 ft., and
 cabinets - 25 ft.
Note that the slack is to be equally distributed on either side of the splice enclosure and secured to cable
storage racks within the ground boxes.
Provide proper storage of slack cable, both long term and short term. Neatly bind cables to be spliced
together from conduit to splice enclosure with tape. Do not over bind by pinching cable or fiber. Ground and
bond the armor when installing armored fiber optic cable. Meet NEC and NESC requirements for grounding
and bonding when using armored cable.

4.7.

Removal, Relocation and Reinstallation of Fiber Optic Cable. Remove fiber optic cable from conduit as
shown on plans. Use care in removing existing fiber optic cables so as not to damage them. Provide cable
removal and reinstallation procedures that meet the minimum bending radius and tensile loading
requirements during removal and reinstallation so that optical and mechanical characteristics of the existing
cables are not degraded. Use entry guide chutes to guide the cable out of and in to existing or proposed
conduit, utilizing lubricating compound where possible to minimize cable-to-conduit friction. Use corner rollers
(wheels) with a radius not less than the minimum installation bending radius of cable. Dispose of removed
fiber optic cable unless plans show for it to be re-used (relocated/re-installed) or salvaged and delivered to
the Department. See plans for details. Test each optical fiber in the cable for performance and for loss at
existing terminations or splices prior to cutting and removal. Retest following removal and following reinstallation to ensure the removal and reinstallation has not affected the optical properties of the cable. Any
fiber optic cable damaged by the contractor that is to be re-used shall be replaced by the contractor at no
cost to the Department with new fiber optic cable meeting the approval of the Engineer. The Engineer
reserves the right to reject the fiber based on the test results.
Maintain the integrity of existing cables, conduit, junction boxes and ground boxes contiguous to the section
of cables to be removed. Replace or repair any cables, conduit, junction boxes or ground boxes damaged
during work at the Contractor’s expense. The replacement or repair method must be approved by the
Engineer, prior to implementation.
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4.8.

Splicing Requirements. Fusion splice fibers as shown on the plans, in accordance with TIA/EIA-568 and
TIA/EIA-758.
Use fusion splicing equipment recommended by the cable manufacturer. Clean, calibrate, and adjust the
fusion splicing equipment at the start of each shift. Use splice enclosures, organizers, cable end preparation
tools, and procedures compatible with the cable furnished. Employ local injection and detection techniques
and auto fusion time control power monitoring to ensure proper alignment during fusion splicing.
When approaching end of shift or end of day, complete all splicing at the location. Package each spliced fiber
in a protective sleeve or housing. Re-coat bare fiber with a protective 8 RTV, gel or similar substance, prior to
application of the sleeve or housing.
Perform splices with losses no greater than 0.10 dB. Use an Optical Time Domain Reflectometer (OTDR) to
test splices in accordance with Section 4.13.1.1. Record splice losses on a tabular form and submit for
approval.

4.9.

Termination Requirements. Provide matching connectors with 900 micron buffer fiber pigtails of sufficient
length and splice the corresponding optical fibers in cabinets where the optical fibers are to be connected to
terminal equipment. Buffer, strengthen, and protect pre-terminated fiber assemblies (pigtails) with dielectric
aramid yarn and outer PVC jacket to reduce mishandling that can damage the fiber or connection. Pigtails
must be duplex stranding with a yellow PVC outer jacket. Fiber optic pigtails must be factory terminated with
SC connectors, unless otherwise shown on the plans. When providing pigtails for existing equipment, provide
connectors suitable to be connected to patch panels and fiber optic transmission equipment in use.
Connectors must meet the TIA/EIA-568 and TIA/EIA-758 standards and be tested in accordance to the
Telcordia/Bellcore GR-326-CORE standard. When tested according to TIA/EIA-455-171 (FOTP-171), ensure
that the connectors test to an average insertion loss of less than or equal to 0.4 dB and a maximum loss of
less than or equal to 0.75 dB for any mated connector. Maintain this loss characteristic for a minimum of 500
disconnections and reconnections with periodic cleanings per EIA-455-21A (FOTP-21). Qualify and accept
connectors by the connector-to-connector mating using similar fibers. Ensure that the connector operating
range is -40ºF to 167ºF. Provide connectors with a yellow color body or boot.
Test connections at the patch panel and splices made between cables to pigtails with the OTDR to verify
acceptable losses.
Remove 5 ft. of unused optical fibers at the ends of the system from the buffer tube(s) and place coiled fibers
into a splice tray. Clean the water blocking compound from all optical fibers destined for splice tray usage.
Install cable tags at all splice points identifying key features of each cable such as cable name or origin and
destination and fiber count. Ensure tags are self-laminating or water resistant. Print the information onto the
tags electronically or write neatly using a permanent marker. Locate tags just prior to entrance into splice
enclosure.

4.10.

Mechanical Components. Provide stainless steel external screws, nuts and locking washers. Do not use
self-tapping screws unless approved. Provide corrosion resistant material parts and materials resistant to
fungus growth and moisture deterioration.

4.11.

Experience Requirements.

4.11.1.

Installing Fiber Optic Cable. The Contractor or designated subcontractor involved in the installation of the
fiber optic cable must meet the experience requirements in accordance with the following:
 minimum of 3 yr. of continuous existence offering services in the installation of fiber optic cable through
an outdoor conduit system or aerial and terminating in ground boxes, field cabinets or enclosures or
buildings, and
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 completed a minimum of 3 projects where the personnel pulled a minimum of 5 mi. in length of fiber
optic cable through an outdoor conduit system of aerial for each project. The completed fiber optic cable
systems must have been in continuous satisfactory operation for a minimum of 1 yr.
4.11.2.

Splicing and Testing of Fiber Optic Cable. The Contractor or designated subcontractor involved in the
splicing and testing of fiber optic cable must meet the experience requirements in accordance with the
following:

4.11.2.1.

Minimum Experience. 3 yr. continuous existence offering services in the fields of fusion splicing and testing
of fiber optic cable installed through a conduit system and terminating in ground boxes, field cabinets or
enclosures or buildings. Experience must include all of the following:
 termination of a minimum of 48 fibers within a fiber distribution frame,
 OTDR testing and measurement of end to end attenuation of single mode and multimode fibers,
 system troubleshooting and maintenance,
 training of personnel in system maintenance,
 use of water-tight splice enclosures, and
 fusion splicing of fiber optic cable which meet the tolerable decibel (dB) losses within the range of 0.05
dB – 0.10 dB for single mode.

4.11.2.2.

Completed Projects. A minimum of 3 completed projects where the personnel performed fiber optic cable
splicing and terminations, system testing, system troubleshooting and maintenance during the course of the
project and provided training on system maintenance. Each project must have consisted of a minimum 5 mi.
of fiber optic cable installed, measured by project length not linear feet of fiber installed. The completed fiber
optic cable systems must have been in continuous satisfactory operation for a minimum of 1 yr.

4.12.

Documentation Requirements. Provide a minimum of 2 complete sets of fiber optic equipment submittal
literature documenting compliance with the requirements of this Item including operation and maintenance
manuals in hard copy format, bound, as well as an electronic version in Adobe PDF format on a CD/DVD or
removable flash drive that includes the following:
 fiber optic cable literature consisting of manufacturer specification and cut sheets,
 fiber optic equipment literature consisting of manufacturer specification and cut sheets for splice
enclosures, patch panels, splice trays, jumpers, cable storage devices, and fiber optic labeling devices,
 complete factory performance data documenting conformance with the performance and testing
standards referenced in this Item, including pre-installation test results of the cable system,
 installation, splicing, terminating and testing plan and procedures,
 documentation of final terminated or spliced fibers, function, and equipment designation,
 OTDR calibration certificate,
 post-installation, post termination, subsystem, and final end-to-end test results,
 loss budget calculation and documentation,
 complete parts list including names of vendors,
 complete maintenance and trouble-shooting procedures, and
 proof of minimum experience and completed projects.

4.12.1.

Installation Practice. Submit for approval electronic copy of the Contractors Installation Practices 30
working days prior to installation. Submit installation practices and procedures and a list of installation,
splicing and test equipment used. Provide detailed field quality control procedures and corrective action
procedures.

4.12.2.

Manufacturer’s Certification. Accompany each reel of fiber optic cable with the manufacturer’s test data
showing the conformance to the requirements in this Item.

4.12.3.

Test Procedures. Submit test procedures and data forms for the pre-installation, post-installation,
subsystem, final end to end test, and loss budget calculations for approval. Test procedures will require
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approval before performing tests. Submit 1 copy data forms containing data and quantitative results, as well
as an authorized signature. Submit a copy of the OTDR results as a hard copy or electronic copy in PDF
format including all OTDR traces and clearly identifying each event (fusion splice, jumper, connector, etc.)
with the measured loss identified.
4.13.

Testing. Perform tests in accordance with testing requirements in this Item, USDA RUS CFR 1755.900, and
TIA/EIA-455-61 test specifications. For all tests, provide test forms to be used that compare measured
results with threshold values.

4.13.1.

Test Methods.

4.13.1.1.

Optical Time Domain Reflectometer (OTDR) Tests. Use the OTDR to measure fiber optic cable for overall
attenuation (signal loss dB/km), fiber cable length, and identify fiber optic cable anomalies such as breaks.
Perform the following 4 OTDR tests:
 pre-Installation test (Acceptance test),
 post installation test,
 post termination test, and
 final end to end test.
OTDR Settings:
 generate a file name for each OTDR scan. The file name must indicate the location or direction the test
was run from, as well as the fiber number being tested,
 set the “A” cursor at the beginning of the fiber trace and set the “B” cursor at the end of the fiber trace.
The distance to cursor “B” indicates the length of the fiber cable segment being measured,
 match the index of refraction to the index of the factory report,
 set the loss indicator to dB/km for the acceptance test,
 the reflectance is automatically set internally by the OTDR,
 set the pulse width at a medium range. Change the pulse width to a slow pulse width when an anomaly
occurs on the fiber trace so that it can be examined closely,
 set the average at medium speed. Change the average to slow when an anomaly appears on the fiber
trace to allow for closer examination of the anomaly, and
 set wavelength at 2 windows for single mode cable: 1310 nm and 1550 nm.
Provide the current OTDR calibration certificate for the device used, showing the unit has been calibrated
within the last year. Show all settings on test result fiber scans.

4.13.1.2.

Pre-installation Tests. Test and record the fiber optic cable at the site storage area prior to installation.
Conduct bi-directional OTDR tests for each fiber strand. Test each optical fiber in the cable from one end
with an OTDR compatible with wavelength and fiber type. Check testing for length, point discontinuity, and
approximate attenuation. Record each measurement by color, location, and type of fiber measured. Perform
a measurement from the opposite end of that fiber in case a measurement cannot be made from one end.
Wait for notification if loss per kilometer exceeds manufacturer’s test data by more than 0.5 dB/km or point
discontinuity greater than 0.05 dB.
Perform this test within 5 days from receipt of the fiber optic cable. Test overall attenuation (dB/km), total
cable length, anomalies, and cable problems. Test cable at both wavelengths (1310 nm and 1550 nm for
single mode cable). Verify that the cable markings on the outer jacket are within 1% of the total cable length.
Compare factory test results with test results and return to manufacturer if test results are not identical to
factory test results. If identical, document the test results. Deliver documentation for future reference.

4.13.1.3.

Post-installation Tests. Re-test and re-record each optical fiber in the cable after installation, before
termination, for loss characteristics. Test both directions of operations of the fiber.
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Immediately perform the post installation test after the fiber optic cable has been installed. Test cable for
overall attenuation, cable segment length, and evidence of damage or microbend with the OTDR. Replace
any cable segment that is damaged during the test and document test results. Submit test results for
approval.
Use the same OTDR settings for Post-Installation Tests as the Pre-Installation Tests.
4.13.1.4.

Post Termination Tests. Perform the post termination test after the cable is terminated or spliced, including
termination of fiber cable to fiber cable or fiber cable to fiber pigtail and fiber cable to patch panels. Check
attenuation, fusion or termination point problems, and overall fiber cable segment. Determine if the
attenuation and quality of the termination complies with these Specifications; if not, re-terminate the fiber and
re-test until the Specification requirements are met. Test the fiber segment for attenuation and anomalies
after termination acceptance. Document and submit test results after fiber segment acceptance.

4.13.1.5.

Subsystem Tests. Perform network subsystem tests after integration to the fiber optic network. Test the
capability of the fiber optic cable to transmit video and digital information from node to node. A node is
defined as a communication cabinet, hub cabinet, surveillance cabinet, or hub building where network hub
switches are located. Complete and submit approved data forms for approval.
Correct and substitute components in the subsystem if the subsystem tests fail and repeat the tests.
Components may include: cable, jumper, patch panel module, or connector.
Prepare and submit a report if a component was modified as result of the subsystem test failure. Describe in
the report the failure and action taken to remedy the situation.

4.13.1.6.

Final End-to-End Test. Perform final end to end Test after fiber cable segments of the system are
terminated using the OTDR and an optical Power Meter and Light Source (PMLS).
Perform the Part 1 of the final end to end test using OTDR:
 measure the overall fiber cable system length,
 measure the overall system attenuation, and
 check for anomalies.
Perform the Part 2 of the final end to end test using a PMLS:
 measure the absolute power of the fiber optic signal across all links, and
 check for anomalies.
Document and submit results after test acceptance.

4.13.2.

Loss Budget Calculation and Documentation. Calculate the total loss budget of the system according to
the following calculations and compare the actual loss in each segment of the system to the calculated
budget. Submit the results for each section of fiber optic cable in tabular format reporting if the total loss is
within the limits of these Specifications by noting “pass” or “fail” for each segment of fiber. A segment of fiber
is defined as one that terminates at each end. Use the following calculations to determine the loss budget for
each segment:
 splice loss budget = number of splices x 0.1 dB/splice,
 connector loss budget = number of connectors x 0.75 dB/connector,
 length loss budget = length of fiber optic cable (measured by OTDR) x 0.35 dB/km for 1310 nm
wavelength or 0.25 dB/km for 1550 nm wavelength, and
 total Loss Budget = splice loss budget + connector loss budget + length loss budget.
Provide loss budget calculation equations on test form to be submitted as part of the documentation
requirements. Provide threshold calculations described above along with measured results.
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4.14.

Training. Conduct a BISCI or IMSA certified training class (minimum of 16 hr.) for up to 10 representatives
designated by the Department on procedures of installation, operations, testing, maintenance and repair of
all equipment specified within this specification. Submit to the Engineer for approval, 10 copies of the training
material at least 30 days before the training begins. Conduct training within the local area unless otherwise
authorized by the Engineer Include the following training material:
 NESC, NEC, and ANSI/TIA 590 code compliance,
 fiber optic cable pulling and installation techniques,
 use of installation tools,
 splicing and terminating equipment and test instruments,
 trouble shooting procedures, and
 methods of recording installation and test data.

4.15.

Warranty. Provide a warranty for all materials furnished in this Item. Ensure that the fiber optic cable, the
splice enclosures, splice centers, and cable markers have a minimum of a 2 yr. manufacturer’s warranty and
that 95% of that warranty remains at the date of final acceptance by the Engineer. If the manufacturer’s
warranties for the components are for a longer period, those longer period warranties will apply. Guarantee
that the materials and equipment furnished and installed for this project performs according to the
manufacturer’s specifications.
Ensure that the manufacturer’s warranties for off-the-shelf equipment consisting of splice enclosures, splice
trays, connectors, fiber jumper cables, and fiber patch panels are fully transferable from the Contractor to the
Department. Ensure that these warranties require the manufacturer to furnish replacements for any off-theshelf part or equipment found to be defective during the warranty period at no cost to the Department within
10 calendar days of notification by the Department.
Ensure that the manufacturer’s warranty for fiber optic cable is fully transferable from the Contractor to the
Department. Ensure that the warranty requires the manufacturer to furnish replacement fiber optic cable
found to be defective during the warranty period at no cost to the Department within 45 calendar days of
notification by the Department.

5.

MEASUREMENT
Fiber optic cable installed, relocated and removed will be measured by the linear foot. Fiber optic splice
enclosures, rack mounted splice enclosures and fiber optic patch panels will be measured by each unit
installed. Splicing of Fiber Optic Cables will be measured by each fusion splice performed.

6.

PAYMENT

6.1.

Furnish and Install.
The work performed and materials furnished in accordance with this Item and measured as provided under
“Measurement” will be paid for at the unit price bid for “Fiber Optic Cable” of the various types, and number
of fibers specified. This price is full compensation for furnishing and installing all cable; for pulling through
conduit or duct; aerial installation; terminating; testing; and for materials, equipment, labor, tools,
documentation, warranty, training and incidentals.
The work performed and materials furnished in accordance with this Item and measured as provided under
“Measurement” will be paid for at the unit price bid for “Fiber Optic Splice Enclosure” of the various types and
“Rack Mounted Splice Enclosure.” This price is full compensation for furnishing and installing all enclosures
whether aerial, underground, in cabinet or in building; and for materials, equipment, labor, tools,
documentation, warranty, training and incidentals.
The work performed and materials furnished in accordance with this Item and measured as provided under
“Measurement” will be paid for at the unit price bid for “Fiber Optic Fusion Splice” for each fusion splice
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shown on the plans and performed. This price is full compensation for splicing; testing; and for materials,
equipment, labor, tools, documentation, warranty, training and incidentals.
The work performed and materials furnished in accordance with this Item and measured as provided under
“Measurement” will be paid for at the unit price bid for “Fiber Patch Panel” of the various types and sizes
specified. This price is full compensation for furnishing and installing all patch panels and terminating fibers
on the panel as shown on the plans; and for materials, equipment, labor, tools, documentation, warranty,
training and incidentals.
Conduit will be paid for under Item 618, “Conduit” and Special Specification 6016, “ITS Multi-Duct Conduit.”
Electrical conductors will be paid for under Item 620, “Electrical Conductors.”
6.2.

Install Only. The work performed and materials furnished in accordance with this Item and measured as
provided under “Measurement” will be paid for at the unit bid price for “Fiber Optic Cable (Install Only)” of the
various types, and number of fibers specified. This price is full compensation for installing fiber optic cable
furnished by the Department; for pulling through conduit or duct; aerial installation; terminating; testing; and
for materials, equipment, labor, tools, documentation, warranty, training and incidentals.
Conduit will be paid for under Item 618, “Conduit” and Special Specification 6016, “ITS Multi-Duct Conduit.”
Electrical conductors will be paid for under Item 620, “Electrical Conductors.”

6.3.

Relocate. The work performed and materials furnished in accordance with this Item and measured as
provided under “Measurement” will be paid for at the unit price bid for “Relocate Fiber Optic Cable.” This
price is full compensation for relocating all cable, regardless of cable size; for pulling through conduit or duct;
aerial installation; terminating; testing; and for materials, equipment, labor, tools, documentation, and
incidentals.

6.4.

Remove. The work performed and materials furnished in accordance with this Item and measured as
provided under “Measurement” will be paid for at the unit price bid for “Remove Fiber Optic Cable”. This price
is full compensation for removing all cable for salvage, regardless of cable size; testing; returning to the
Department; and for materials, equipment, labor, tools, documentation, and incidentals.
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