= MEMORANDUM

TO: District Engineers DATE: January 31, 2011

FROM: Mark A. Marek, P.E. or2ecd . WWZ/

Director, Design Division ~ N\ Q

SUBJECT: Tapered Edge Details for Hot Mix Pavements &

Russel W. Lenz, P.E.
Director, Construction Divisio

The FHWA “Every Day Counts” (EDC) initiative is designed to identify and deploy
innovation aimed at shortening project delivery, enhancing the safety of our roadways,
and protecting our environment. An important part of the EDC initiative to enhance
safety is incorporating the use of a safety edge, or tapered edge, treatment on all
pavements. The presence of a tapered edge will lessen the steering impact of a
roadway departure. Once a vehicle leaves the paved surface, drivers may have difficulty
returning to their lanes if they encounter a vertical edge drop-off, and installing a
tapered edge offers a transition back to the roadway.

The attached standard plan sheet, TE (HMAC)-11, has been developed to implement
this initiative and realize the corresponding safety benefits. The sub-grade width
required for construction of the tapered edge will increase minimally as shown on the
standard drawing. Preparation and finishing of front slopes adjacent to paving
operations is also important. Removal of vegetation and reshaping the affected area
must be addressed elsewhere in the plans. Please share this information with
appropriate members of your staff and begin incorporating this standard in all future
projects where applicable.

A standard sheet for use with concrete pavements is being developed and will be
distributed at a later date.

Please contact either Rory Meza, P.E. in the Design Division at 512/416-2678, or
Ken Barnett at 512/416-2456 in the construction Division if you have any questions.

Cc: David B. Casteel, P.E., Administration
John A. Barton, P.E., Administration
Toribio Garza Jr., P.E., Director, Maintenance Division
Carol T. Rawson, P.E., Director, Traffic Operations Division
Rory Meza, P.E., Design Division
Ken L. Barnett, P.E., Construction Division
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