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1. SCOPE 

1.1 Use this method to obtain representative samples of either bagged or bulk thermoplastic 
pavement marking materials. 

1.2 Sample external or drop-on beads using Tex-830-B.  

1.3 The values given in parentheses (if provided) are not standard and may not be exact 
mathematical conversions. Use each system of units separately. Combining values from 
the two systems may result in nonconformance with the standard. 

2. APPARATUS 

2.1 Pipe, approximately 51 mm (2 in.) in diameter × 914 mm (36 in.) long. 

2.2 Polyethylene sample bag, capable of holding 1.4–2.3 kg (3–5 lb.) 

Note 1—Do not use zip-top bags. 

3. SAMPLING RATE 

3.1 Randomly select samples of the thermoplastic pavement marking material from the 
various lots or batches of each color of material within a shipment. Sample each color in 
a shipment at the rate shown Table 1. 

Table 1—Sampling Rate 

Kilograms Pounds of Each Color Received Samples Required 

0–6818 0–15,000 2 

6818–13,636 15,000–30,000 2 

13,636–20,454 30,000–45,000 3 

20,454–27,272 45,000–60,000 4 

Note 2—When two samples are required, take one from the bottom third of one pallet 
and the second sample from the middle third of another pallet. 

Note 3—When three samples are required, take samples from the bottom third of one 
pallet, the middle third of a second pallet, and the top third of a third pallet. 
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Note 4—When four samples are required, repeat NOTE 3 and then take the fourth 
sample at random from another pallet in the shipment. 

4. PROCEDURE 

4.1 Using the pipe (thief), take a sample from a bag (22.7 kg [50 lb.]) of thermoplastic by 
inserting the thief from top to bottom of the bag. Remove material from the bag and place 
in a polyethylene sample bag. Repeat this procedure until obtaining 1.4–2.3 kg (3–5 lb.) 
of material. 

4.2 Tie the sample bag and write the batch number and pallet number on the outside of the 
polyethylene sample bag. 

Note 5—Repeat procedure for each additional sample necessary to fulfill the 
requirements of the sampling rate. 

5. SHIPPING SAMPLES 

5.1 Shipping containers should be new cardboard boxes with no extraneous markings. (See 
Figure 1.) Each box should not exceed 14 kg (30 lb.) when ready for shipment. 

5.2 Seal boxes with fiber reinforced brown paper tape in three continuous wrappings: one on 
each side of the middle seam and one over the middle seam. 

5.3 Stamp the middle tape on both the top and bottom of the box with two stamps in each 
location on opposing sides of the tape and box. The stamp should be half on the tape and 
half on the box. Figure 1 shows the approximate locations. 

5.4 Submit securely packaged sample of thermoplastic pavement marking material to the 
Texas Department of Transportation, Construction Division, Materials & Pavements 
Section (CP51), 9500 North Lake Creek Parkway; Austin, Texas, 78717, for testing. 

 

Figure 1—Shipping Container 


