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Outfall Field Inspection Work Flow Diagram and Classification Scheme 

 
 

Make physical 
observations. 

Does the 
outfall have 

flow? 

Do observations 
suggest an illicit 

discharge? 

Are laboratory 
water samples 
necessary for 

collection? 

START 

 
Measure flow, and 

measure field water 
chemistry if necessary. 

Does water 
chemistry or 

physical 
observations 

suggest an illicit 
discharge?  

(See Table 3) 

 
Collect water samples for 

laboratory analysis. 

Do 
laboratory sample 
results, field water 

chemistry, and 
physical 

observations 
collectively 
suggest an 

obvious 
discharge? 

(See Table 4) 
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Associated Tables for the Flow Diagram 
 

Table 1 – Logic Scheme to Negatively Answer "Do Observations Suggest an Illicit 
Discharge?" Leading to a Classification of "Unlikely Illicit Discharge." 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 2 – Logic Scheme to Affirmatively Answer "Do Observations Suggest an 
Illicit 

Discharge?" Leading to a Classification of "Potential Illicit Discharge." 
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Associated Tables for the Flow Diagram 
Table 3 – Logic Scheme to Affirmatively Answer "Does Field Water Chemistry and 

Observations 
Suggest an Illicit Discharge?" Leading to a Classification of "Suspect Illicit Discharge." 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Table 4 – Logic Scheme to Affirmatively Answer "Do Laboratory Sample Results, Field 
Water Chemistry, and Observations Suggest an Illicit Discharge?" Leading to a 

Classification of “Obvious Discharge.” 
 
 

 
 


