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September 18, 2009

The Honorable James L. Oberstar

Chairman, House Transportation and infrastructure Committee
U.S. House of Representatives

2165 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Oberstar;

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on how the State of Texas has
compiied with the American Recovery and Reinvestment Acts (ARRA) provisions
related to economically distressed areas and equitable distribution of funds.

Economically Distressed Areas
Since the first version of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) was

introduced in January 2008, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) has been
aware of the provisions in HR 1, including the provision that states when selecting
projects, states shall give priority to projects in economically distressed areas.

TxDOT immediately communicated with those in Washington drafting the bill, as well as
with partners in the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in order to determine how
this specific provision should be carried out. On February 26, the FHWA provided the
department a mapping tool for finding economically distressed areas. TxDOT staff
immediately began evaluating our shovel ready project list to determine eligibility of
projects based on the economically distressed condition.

To date Texas has obligated 46% of our funds in economically distressed areas. We
feel this percentage is a fair distribution based on the overall needs of our great State.
It must be noted however, that over 70% of unemployed Texans do not live in
economically distressed areas by the definitions contained within the ARRA. As the
goal of the ARRA was to put people to work, we felt this requirement placed an undue
burden on our efforts in putting Texans back to work.

Equitable Distribution
TxDOT used the allocation formula used to distribute funds through the Surface

Transportation Program to distribute a portion of the ARRA funding toward maintenance
projects to the 25 TxDOT districts across our state. In addition TxDOT used a regional
approach to calculate the percentage of the State's population in each region, and then
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compared our funding distribution percentages to each region's population percentages
to ensure we had achieved an equitable distribution of ARRA funds across the State.

Additional information detailing our efforts to ensure we complied with the economically
distressed and equitable distribution requirements within the ARRA may be found on

our website at the following web address:

http://www .txdot.qov/txdot library/publications/stimulus.htm

Thank you for your constant and continued work in the area of transportations. Should
you have any questions you may contact me at (512) 305-9504 or your staff may
contact Robin Ayers, Congressional Liaison at (512) 463-8345.

Sincerely,

A M/ P&
John Barton, P.E.

Assistant Executive Director for
Engineering Operations



