ot Facts

125 E. 11th Street

l Texas Department of Transportation Austin, Texas 78701-2483
(512) 463-8588 FAX (512) 463-9896

Documents Prepared for the
House Select Committee on
Federal Economic Stabilization Funding.

On Monday, February 23, TxDOT provided the House Select Committee on Federal
Economic Stabilization Funding information on its efforts to implement its portion of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, commonly known as the economic stimulus
package. TxDOT released a list of transportation projects that would require $2.2 billion
in stimulus funds that department staff will eventually narrow to projects requiring $1.2
billion. TxDOT also provided the committee with a list of maintenance projects that
would require $508 million in stimulus money. The committee was also provided with a
list of $600 million in projects that could be funded through the state’s Proposition 14
bond initiative, a program created by the Texas Legislature.

The Texas Transportation Commission will meet in Austin on Wednesday, February 25
and Thursday, February 26. Wednesday's commission meeting is scheduled to include
a discussion of TxDOT’s work to prepare for the expenditure of stimulus funds.
Thursday’s meeting is scheduled to include commission action on projects from the
state’s share of stimulus funds and from the state’s Proposition 14 bond program.

For More Information:

Chris Lippincott, Media Relations Jefferson Grimes, Legislative Relations
(512) 463-9957 (5612) 475-3097
clippin@dot.state.tx.us jgrimes@dot.state.tx.us

Updated: February 23, 2009
Information is also available at: www.txdot.gov
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CAPITOL OFFICE! G DISTRICT OFFICE:
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM GN, 11 712 ELM STREET, SUITE 101
FOST OFFICE BOX 2910 JIM DUNNAM POST OFFICE BOX 1962
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768-2910 WACO, TEXAS 76703-1962
1]
(512) 263-0508 RISTRICT 57 (254) 753-8546

FAX(512)463-5334 TOLL FREE (BE6) 753-8546

JIM.DUNNAM@HOUSE.STATE.TX.US FAX (234) 756-3187

Amadeo Saenz, Jr., P.E.

Executive Director

Texas Department of Transportation
125 E. 11th Street

Austin, Texas 78701-2483

Delivered via Facsimile
Dear Mr. Saenz,

Thank vou for vour letter of February 20th and the attachments. Unfortunately, it and the
documents did not reach my office until close to 5:00 pm Friday.

There is some confusion about the lists.

First, [ was told that the tentative goal for the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is to
have the Commission take the initial step on Febrnary 26th to obligate 100% of the Stimulus
funds that TxDOT anticipates. TxDOT officials told myself, Representative Ortiz, and
Representative Martinez Fischer that there was a list of just these projects. On Wednesday,
February 18, I asked your department for a list of these projects that are to be considered on
February 26th. Your staff indicated that this list is not over $2.6 billion. While I appreciate the
two lists received, and I asked for them Thursday, I need the smaller list. That is the list { would
like to have for the Select Committee, and I would again ask for a copy of that list.

In addition, my understanding is that all of these lists are available in formats that would allow
me to re-organize and sort them based on various criteria, from Member's districts to type of
project. 1 would like to obtain such an electronjc version so that the Select Comnmttee can
respond to House Member questions about the projects.

Thank you for your help in this endeavor. Should you have any questions, please feel free to
contact the Select Committee office at (512) 463-0240.
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February 23, 2009

The Honorable Jim Dunnam, Chairman

Select Committee on Federal Economic Stabilization Funding
State Capitol, Room 4S.2

Austin, Texas 78768-2910

Hand Delivery
Dear Mr. Chairman:

Attached you will find the list of projects Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
staff will further reduce before it makes a final recommendation this week to the Texas
Transportation Commission (Commission). The attached list totals $2.2 billion in
required stimulus funding and we are working to narrow that to approximately
$1.2 billion. This information has also been sent to your committee staff in an Excel
spreadsheet.

TxDOT staff, at the direction of its Commission, has engaged local planning partners in
an open, in-depth, and transparent process unprecedented in the agency's history. In
preparing for the stimulus funds, we have performed the following steps:

1. TxDOT's District Engineers were surveyed to determine what projects in their
areas could be developed in compliance with the timeframes of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). This resulted in the identification of
more than 1500 potential projects totaling more than $13 billion in total
construction costs.

2. Weekly meetings were and are being held to consult with metropolitan planning
organizations (MPOs), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Federal
Transit Administration (FTA), and TxDOT's District Engineers and their staffs on
project readiness, project importance and the associated conformance,
environmental, right of way, planning, design and other elements that contribute
to a project being developed within timeframes specified in the ARRA. These
consultations are done through the use of conference calls.

THE TEXAS PLAN
REDUCE CONGESTION » ENHANCE SAFETY « EXPAND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY « IMPROVE AIR QUALITY
INCREASE THE VALUE OF OUR TRANSPORTATION ASSETS
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3. At its January 2009 meeting, the Texas Transportation Commission was publicly
briefed by staff on the ARRA to allow staff to receive guidance on strategies for
identifying, prioritizing and selecting projects. The Commission instructed staff
to ensure projects met agency goals, set aside approximately $500 million in
maintenance funds, and work with MPOs to establish project selection criteria.

4. The state’s MPOs were consulted on the development of a list of criteria that
should be used to identify and prioritize projects for consideration by the
commission for possible funding through the ARRA. The following set of criteria
agreed to by TxDOT staff and local transportation officials:

Projects that improve the safety of the transportation system.

Projects on corridors of statewide significance or regional priority.

Projects that leverage or pool resources.

Projects that create long term economic benefit to the communities and
region they serve.

e Projects in areas that are economically distressed.

e A fair and equitable distribution of projects around the state.

Also included are two additional lists. The Commission will also consider $508 million in
maintenance dollars funded with ARRA dollars this week and is poised to award $600
million in Proposition 14 projects as well. Proposition 14 is a bonding program created
by the Texas Legislature.

It should also be noted that the ARRA sent approximately $500 million directly to the
states MPOs for their use in local project selection. This amount is in addition to the
funds that will be obligated by the Texas Transportation Commission.

| look forward to testifying before your committee today to explain our processes, where
we are, and where we expect to go.

Singerely,

Amadeo Saenz, Jr., P.E.
Executive Director

Attachments

cc:  Texas Transportation Commission
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