OFFICcE OF THE GOVERNOR

RICK PERRY

GOVERNOR May 14, 2009

The Honorable James L. Oberstar

Chairman

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Oberstar:

I have received your letter dated May 1, 2009, requesting that my office provide you with detailed
reports relating to the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) planned and actual use of federal
stimulus dollars by May 15, 2009.

Please be assured that Texas is fully committed to transparency and accountability. To that end, our
state has been working diligently with Vice President Joe Biden, the U.S. Government Accountability
Office (GAO), the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), the National Association of State Budget
Officers, the National Association of State Chief Information Officers and the National Governors
Association — to name a few — in trying to determine the reporting infrastructure that states will be
required to use in reporting use of federal funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 (ARRA). TxDOT has sent, or will shortly send, the requested information.

States are still awaiting official guidelines on how ARRA expenditures and obligations are to be
reported. OMB recently notified states that its reporting guidelines would not be issued until June 6, and
GAO said the first reporting deadline for states would be an as-yet-unspecified date in July. OMB has
further stated that it is still developing guidance to determine the roles and responsibilities of state and
local officials for primary and sub-recipient reporting.

I am concerned that future requests from your and similar committees could impose undue hardships on
Texas and other states, especially if each congressional oversight committee imposes its own reporting
requirements on states, and if they divert our attention and ability to file ARRA-required repoits with
GAO, OIG and OMB within the desired time periods.

I respectfully request that, in the future, any requests for data from TxDOT be coordinated through and
coincide with GAO and OMB reporting deadlines and formats, so that Texas can provide accurate,
complete and transparent reports to all federal agencies and committees.

Sincerely,

) CK 77@66
Rickerry
Governor
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