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Commission-Approved Expenditure of Funds from the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

On Wednesday, February 25, staff for the Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT)
released a list of projects that could be developed using $1.2 billion in funds available to
the state under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), commonly
known as the economic stimulus package.

Commission action on the staff-recommended list was delayed until Thursday, March 5
so that Texas Transportation Commissioners and TxDOT staff could continue working
with local, state and federal officials to identify and evaluate additional projects. As a
result of those discussions, TXxDOT staff added six projects to its February 25 draft
recommendation for economic stimulus spending.

On March 5, the commission approved allocating $1.2 billion in stimulus funds for 29
construction projects across the state. Most of the projects will be built with financial
support from other agencies and resources. As a result of pooling other funds with
ARRA money, stimulus-related construction will build more than $2.6 billion in new
transportation projects for the state.

The commission also renewed its support for roadway and bridge maintenance and
rehabilitation projects valued at more than $500 million. The list of maintenance
projects advanced with economic stimulus funds was amended to include 10 additional
projects in counties classified by the federal government as economically distressed. At
the staff’'s recommendation, 22 projects previously identified for stimulus money will now
be funded through TxDOT’s maintenance program for Fiscal Year 2010and will be let to
contract by September 2009.

The projects recommended by TxDOT's staff were selected from billions of dollars of
projects identified by local and state leaders as eligible for economic stimulus spending.
The ARRA requires projects to be “ready-to-go” in the immediate future.

The Federal Highway Administration instructed state transportation officials to give
priority to projects that can be completed quickly, projects that are in economically
distressed areas, and projects that maximize job creation and economic benefit.
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TxDOT staff and local officials agreed on six criteria for evaluating mobility projects that
would receive stimulus funds: (1) projects that improve the safety of the transportation
system; (2) projects on corridors of statewide significance or regional priority; (3)
projects that leverage or pool resources; (4) projects that create long-term economic
benefit to the communities and region that they serve; (5) projects in areas that are
economically distressed; and (6) fair and equitable distribution of projects around the
state. The priority and preference selection criteria described in the ARRA and the
FHWA guidelines were subsequently used in the evaluation process to develop the lists
of projects recommended for funding under the ARRA.

New construction projects:

The following construction projects were added to the February 25 TxDOT staff
recommendation and approved by the commission:

New lanes for FM 1460 near Round Rock

New bridge over IH 35 in Buda

New overpass for SH 6 in Bryan/College Station

Reconstruct the Joe Fulton Corridor in Corpus Christi

New lanes and interchange for Loop 20 (Cuatro Vientos) in Laredo
New lanes for US 59 in Texarkana

These six projects, requiring $59.8 million in economic stimulus funds will leverage
more than $100 million from other sources. Four of the projects are in counties
classified by the federal government as economically distressed.

TxDOT staff were able to add these projects by working with local authorities to
leverage resources and modify projects across the state.
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New maintenance projects:

The following maintenance projects were added to the list approved by the Texas
Transportation Commission on February 26:

Resurface portions of SH 80 in Caldwell County
Resurface portions of FM 180 in Lee County
Resurface portions of US 377 in Mason County
Resurface portions of RM 2341 in Burnet County
Resurface portions of SH 29 in Mason County
Rehabilitate portions of SH 16 in Atascosa County
Widen portions of FM 168 in Wilson County
Resurface portions of US 81 in Wise County
Resurface portions of US 81 in Wise County
Repair portions of SH 31 in Henderson County

At the staff's recommendation, 22 projects previously identified for stimulus money will
now be funded through TxDOT’s maintenance program for Fiscal Year 2010and will be
let to contract by September 2009:

Resurface portions of SH 71 in Travis County
Resurface portions of FM 3177 in Travis County
Resurface portions of FM 812 in Travis County
Resurface portions of RM 620 in Williamson County
Resurface portions of SH 29 in Williamson County
Resurface portions of SH 29 in Williamson County
Repair portions of SH 71 in Travis County

Repair portions of FM 621 in Hays County

Repair portions of US 290 in Travis County
Resurface portions of FM 167 in Hood County
Resurface portions of BU 287P in Tarrant County
Resurface portions of FM 157 in Tarrant County
Resurface portions of IH 20 in Tarrant County
Resurface portions of IH 20 in Tarrant County
Resurface portions of FM 3325 in Parker County
Resurface portions of IH 10 in Kendall County
Resurface portions of IH 10 in Kendall County
Resurface portions of IH 10 in Kendall County
Repair portions of FM 464 in Guadalupe County
Widen portions of FM 1863 in Comal County
Widen portions of FM 344 in Smith County
Intersection Safety Improvements for portions of SH 110 in Van Zandt County
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