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Monday, March 2, 2009 9:30 AM

Subject: JH3S at N Main Bridge Projectin Buda Texas
Date: Monday, March 2, 2009 9:20 AM
From: Sam Cooper <samcpa@austinrr.com»

Reply-To: "samcpa@austinrr.com” <samcpa@aus;in,n:com>‘
To: Kara Bishop <kara.bishop@co.hays.tx.us>
Cc: Jeff Barton <jeff barton@co.hays.tx.us>

Attention: Texas Transportation Commission

Please allow this to serve as my request to have the road project at the interchange of IH 35
and N Mailn St in Buda, Texas considered for any and all monies available (especially
through the federal stimulus package). The project began with the development of the
property purchased by Cabela's for their retail store. At the time TXDOT was anboard to
participate in the project. Unfortunately, as with many of TXDQOT's road projects on the
agenda at that time, funds were cut and TXDOT found they were unable to continue their
participation, or at least were farced to begin the process of postponement. Since then the
City of Buda has spent approximately $8.1 milfion In improvements and enginaering to make
the project “shovel ready”. | feel this is a worthy project that will continue to expand the tax
base, improve the infrastructure and provlde for commercial growth in that area, as provided

in the City of Buda's master plan.
| sincerely appreciate your consideration,
Sam Cooper CPA/PFS, CFP, CLU

Citizen of Buda, Local Business Ownerand. -
President, Buda Economic Development Corporation
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Monday, March 2, 2009 10:37 AM

-

Subject: Support of Buda Road Projects
Date: Monday, March 2, 2009 10:25 AM
From: Terry Capps <tcapps589 @gmail.com>
Ta: Kara Bishop <kara.bishop@co.hays.tius>

| support the Federal Stimulus Package, recently signed by President Obama, to upgrade
and complete the 1-35 bridge at Main Street in Buda. |

Terry Capps

EDC board member

Board President, Buda Chamber of Commerce
1,ocal business owner, Allegro School of Music

Page 1 of 1
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THE MEADOWS AT BUDA
603 DAVIS STREET, SUITE 1301
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701

February 28, 2009

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
125 E. 14thst -
Austin, TX 78701 '

It is my undarstanding that the Buda Main Street Overi_:ass- has been remaved from list for the Federal
Stimulus’ Package funids. -

Hays County and the Gity-of Buda have bean experiencing congliderable growth and continue to sttract
business and residents, The existing Infrastructure is inadequate and a deterrent to future growth. In
addition the entiquated overpass with the exlsting traffic s dehgerous and additional cantributea to poar

alr quality with the axcess |dling period of vehicies.
_ Plesse reinstate this critical project to the list for conslderation.

“fhénk yal-for your time and consideration. |

rely,

Sin

J0a Brininstool

03/02/08 MON 12:34 [TX/RX NO 7791]
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Patrick D. Kirby

2031 Constellation Drive
Buda, Texas 78610
March 2, 2009

Deirdre Delisi

Chairperson

Texas Transportation Commission
125 East 11™ Street

Austin, Texas 789701

Dear Ms. Deirdre Delisi:

I am writing to ask you to suppori continued development and growth in Buda, Texas by
adding back 1o the list of stimulus projects Buda’s Main Street Overpass, This is critical
infrastructure and given!

A. Because it sits on the [-35 corridor, between Austin and San Antonlo, Buda’s Maln
Street Overpass 1s a reglonal project that impacts the entire Central Texas area.

B. Hays County and the City of Buda have experienced considerable growth and
continue to attract businesses and residents, The exdsting infrastructure is
inadequate and a deterrent to future growth and economic development.

C. The antiquated overpass with the existing trafficis dangerous and contributes to
poor alr quality with the excess 1dling period of vehicles.

Considering the added congestion resulting from SH 45 SE, development of the Sunfield
Mud, and the relocation of US Foods to Buda Itis hard to discern of any other project thatis
more shovel ready, needed and has the full support of the local community. Please note that
Buda has already expended over $8 million in preparation of this project.

In summary this really is a win win sltuation: much needed infrastructure, adding to the tax
base and creating a safer I-35 corridor. Ms. Delisi, we need your help. We area small town
and we have done our hamework. Please, support this project for funding as a stimulus
project.

Sincerely,

U2, T
Patrick D, Kirby \
Director Buda EDC
Member HCISD Leadership Team
Associate 'VP Financial Affairs, St. Edwards University

03/02/09 MON 12:34 [TX/RX NO 7791]
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THE MEADOWS AT BUDA
603 DAVIS STREET, SUITE 1301
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701

February 28, 2009

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
125 E. 11th St,
Austin, TX 78701

Itla my understahdlng that the Buda Main Street Overpass has baen removed from the list for Federal
Stimulus Package funds.

Hays County and the Clty of Buda have baen experiencing considerabla grawth and continue to attract
business and residents. The existing infrastructure ls inadequate and a deterrent ta future growth. The
antiquated overpass with the existing traffic I3 dangerous and contributes to poor air guality with vehicles
experiencing excess idling time. : ‘

Please relnstate this critlcal project to the lisi for consideration.

Thank you for your congideration.

Sincarely,

Michael D, Garringer
Manager

03702709 HMON 12:34 [TX/RX NO 77911
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COUNTY JUDGE JON H. BURROWS

March 2, 2009

Ms. Deirdre Delisi, Chair

Texas Transportation Commissioner
Texas Department of Transportation
125 E. 11" Street

Austin, TX 78701

Dear Commission Chair Delist:

The Commissioners and I join with our other Bell County elected officials
along 1H-35 in showing strong, unified support for full funding for the
widening of IH-35 from 4 to 6 lanes from FM 2484 in Salado to US 190 1n
Belton. This project is included in the T xDOT Agency recommendation to
be considered by the Commission on March 5, 2009.

This project has already been through 3 levels of independent review: first at
the local MPO level, second at the Waco District level, and finally at the
TxDOT Agency level. It was at the top of all those independent reviews
because it meets all the criteria for funding, 1s shovel ready, and can be
completed with identified funding. You travel that stretch of 1H-35 as we do,
so you know this project is desperately needed. It is the next logical link for
the progressive completion of [H-35 widening. We urge its final selection.

k«zz\/‘—\_.,— {é/ua_—.\k
TIM BROWN
Pct 2-Commissioner

- 4 2
PRI
; > }.'\f\ \\

B
L

{
4 NGE JOHN FISHER
Pct 3 Commissioner Pet 4 Commissioner

Si ncerely///; -

BURROWS




CC:

Senator Troy Fraser

Representative Ralph Sheffield

Representative Jimmie Don Aycock

Mayor Bill Jones, Temple (Chair, K-TUTS MPO)
David Blackburn, Temple City Manager

Mayor Jim Covington, Belton

Sam Listi, Belton City Manager

Mayor Merle Stallcup, Salado

Richard Skopik, TxDOT Waco District Engineer




March 2, 2009

Richard J. Skopik, P.E.

Waco District Engineer _
Texas Department of Transportation
100 South Loop Dr

Waco, TX 76704

Dear Mr. Skopik:

At the Policy Board Meeting of the Waco Metropolitan Planning Organization,
held on February 27, 2009, the board unanimously identified the following
project as their top regional priority for funds from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

Interstate Highway 35

Extent: North Loop 340 to FM 1858

Scope of Work:
From North Loop 340 to US Business 77 - Reconstruct frontage rds &
realign ramps
From US Business 77 to FM 1858 - Widen to 6 main lanes, reconstruct
frontage roads to one-way, reconstruct bridges & overpasses

Cost:  $206.3 million

The board authorized the commitment of the Waco urbanized area share from
the ARRA to this project and requested $199.1 million from ARRA funds at the

discretion of the Texas Transportation Commission.

Please contact me at your convenience if you have any questions regarding this
action by the Waco MPO Policy Board.

Sincerely, —

Christopher Evilia, AICP
Director

City of Bellmead

City of Beverly Hills

City of Bruceville-Eddy

City of Crawford

City of Gholson

City of Hallsburg

City of Hewitt

City of Lacy-Lakeview

City of Leroy

City of Lorena

City of Mart

City of McGregor

City of Moody

City of Riesel

City of Robinson

City of Ross

City of Waco

City of West

City of Woodway

McLennan County

Heart of Texas Council of Governments
Texas Department of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration
Federal Transit Administration

WACO
METROPOLITAN
PLANNING
ORGANIZATION

P.O. Box 2570

Waco, Texas 76702-2570
254-750-5650

254-750-1605 FAX
mpo@ci.waco.tx.us
www.waco-texas.com/ mpo.htm
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Texas HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES COMMISSION OFFiCE
DISTRICT 52

March 1, 2009

Chairman Deirdre Delisi
125 E 11th Street
Austin, TX 78701-2409

Dear Chairman Delisi:

Thank you for considering my comments at the Commission's recent work session regarding
stimulus funding, I realize that you have been inundated with requests for project funding throughout
the state and 1 truly appreciate the difficulty of the decisions before you. Indeed, each region has
needs that are vital to their transportation infrastructure.

I 'am writing to respectfully follow up on my request to allocate funds for the expansion of FM 1460
between Old Settlers Boulevard (FM 3405) and University Boulevard in Round Rock. This project is
of crucial importance to my constituents and would alleviate congestion and increase safety.
Moreover, FM 1460 serves as a major artery to a hub of economic development. Its expansion would
support healthcare and education industries which have historically weathered economically
challenging times. Our task of stimulating the economy to recover from the current downturn would
be well achieved by completing this project.

This area encompasses the following developing entities:
e Seton Hospital's regional trauma center and medical offices
Texas State University Round Rock
Texas A&M Health Science Center
. Austin Community College _

Moreover, Stony Point High School and the Round Rock Premium Qutlet Mall would be served by
this added mobility. The county, city, property owners, and the above entities have all donated land
or money to reach about 75% of the cost of this project. We just need a bit more to get this project
completely funded.

Again, I thank you for taking the time to consider my request. I look forward to working with you on

this and other projects in the future. If I may be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Sincerely,
"Bouos (I —

Diana Maldonado
Texas State Representative

P.O. Box 2910 « AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768-2910 « PHONE (512) 463-0670 « FAx ($12) 463-1469



The State of Texas
House nf Representatibes

CAPITOL

P.Q. Box 2910

AUSTIN, TEXAS 7876B-2910

{S512) 463-0606

Fax {512) 463-0660
EDDIE.LUCIO_MI@HOUSE,STATE, TX.US

DISTRICT 28

2402 W. Bus, Hwy. 77, STE. |
SAN BEMITO, TEXas 78586
(956) 361-2795

Fax (956) 361-9158

Eppie Lucio 111
February 27, 2009

The Honorable Rick Perry
Office of the Govemor
P.O. Box 12428

Austin, TX 78711

Dear Govemnor Perry,

This week, TxDOT announced its list of proposed projects that will be funded by federal
stimulus doilars. I am writing to request your support for three ready-to-go, high-impact
projects for Cameron County.

I was pleased to see that SH 550 was included on TxDOT's recent list. This project,
which will be our first toll project, will help fund the construction of I-69 in the Valley.
This project has not only gained environmental clearance and strong local support, but
will also have a huge impact on safety, traffic and trade/jobs in the region.

In addition to this project, we also hope that you will consider funding the West Rail
relocation project, which has strong public, private and international support. Securing
the funds for this project will ensure that we do not fall behind schedule in completing the
U.S. side of this project.

Finally, 1 ask that you also consider funding the North Rail project, a joint venture of
Carueron County, the City of Harlingen, and Union Pacific that would relocate the
switchyards out of downtown Harlingen to Olmito, Texas. Extensive talks with Union
Pacific have already occurred, and securing the needed funds to close the gap on this
project is crucial.

[ apprecmte your consideration of these three projects, which are crucial to the future of
Cameron County. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or my office at
anytime.

Sincerely,

Eddie Lucio 111

CAMERON COUNTY * [HSTRICT 38
COMMITTEES: CALENDARS, VICE CHAIRMAN * STATE AFFAIRS * NATURAL RESOURCES
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¥ .
X COM
MISSION OFFiop
TARRANT COUNTY |
. GARY FICKES o
Nertheast Sub-Courthouse COUNTY COMMISSIONER ' Southlake Town Hall
645 Grapevine Bwy., Suite 6 PRECINCT NO. 3 1400 Main Streect, Suite 410
Hurst, TX 76054 . Southlake, TX 76092
(817) 581-3600 ' ’ (817) 481-8234
(817) 581-3603 - Fax (817) 481-8053 - Fax

February 27, 2009 -

Ms. Deidre Delisi, Chair
Texas Transﬂg)ortation Commission
125 East 117 Street

Austin TX 78701

Re: Stimulus Funding
Dear Deidre:

Thank you very much for considering an allocation of $250 million from the federal
stimulus package for the DFW Connector project in Tarrant County.

The traffic congestion in this area has long ago reached unsatisfactory proportions and is
a major deterrent to the economic growth of the County as well as the continued
prosperity of the region.

This is an essential step toward resolving this major area of congestion. I am grateful for
your assistance in moving this project along to a successful conclusion.

.Sincerely,

Gary Fickes

gfickes @tarrantcounty.com
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MAR 02 2009
COMMISSION OFFICE
DELWIN JONES AT T _ MEMBER:
. STATE REPRESENTATIVE @he State of mexaz . LICENSING & ADMINISTRATIVE
DISTRICT 83 - House of Representatices - PROCEDURES COMMITTEE
5609-A VILLA DRIVE : _ ' g\uzﬁn, Wexas _ CORRECTIONS COMMITTEE

LUBBOCK, TEXAS 79412
806-763-4468
FAX 806-763-1201

Honorable Deirdre Delisi, Chair
Texas Transportation Commission

125 11th Street
Austin, 78701

February 27, 2009

Déar Ms. Delisi:

‘I am proud of the leadership that you, your fellow Commissioners, and all the staff at
TXDOT have demonstrated by stepping up and devéloping an implementation plan for 'the‘
Economic Stimulus Program. Ibelieve your insight ear]y on, to léverage the Texas ;llocati()n on
projects that already had local contributions, such as the pro;ects in the Lubbock MPO, was the
correct model. I know you have worked dlrectly with the MPO sin the State as well as the
District Engineers almost on a daily basis to develop a list of projects that achieve the leveraging

goal o . : , ‘
By virtue of this strategy, we can be assured that the projects selected in your plan, will

represent the state’s MPOs, the State Trangponation Improvemcnt Plan, and the 25 TXDQT
. distﬁCts. I suppoft thgl Commission’s strategy and TXDOT’s implementation plan [ know we
will lead the way in putting Texans to work and keeping the Texas econo“my strong. |
Thank you for your .ser-vice to our State and yéur commitment to our transportation

needs. -

M ' | " State Répresentative.

CAPITOL OFFICE:
PO BOX 2910 » AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768-2910 = 512-463-0542 » FAX 512-463- 0671

Not Printed or Maited at State Expense.

Sincerely,
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MAR 02 2009
KEVIN A. WOLFE COMMISSION OFFICE:
COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 3 '
BEXAR COUNTY COURTHOUSE

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205
PHONE: (210) 335-2613
FAX: (210) 335-3452

February 27, 2009

Chairwoman Deidre Delisi

Texas Transportation Commission
125 E. 11" Street

Austin, TX 78701

Dear Chairwoman Delisi,

Please note my wholehearted support for the San Antonio-Bexar County Bexar
Metropolitan Planning Organization's plan to leverage local ARRA funding with

the State in order to maximize the amount of transportation projects for our
community.

The MPO considered tow leveraging options. The first would match $42 million
in local formula ARRA funds with $237.5 million in State discretionary ARA funds,
making it possible to build $279.5 million in projects. Option 1 allows for the
development of seven projects in the San Antonio area. Option 2 matches $20

million in local stimulus funding with $130 million in State discretionary funding
and would build $150 million in projects.

Thank you for helping the San Antonio District secure these much-needed
transportation dollars. | ask that you consider approval of Option 1.

Best wishes, /
Kevin A. Wolff '
Bexar County Commissioner/Precinct 3

_ At i,
_ /7,,,(,.74/5//;
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HOUSE OF REP MAR 02 2009
COMMISSION OFFICE
CAPITOL OFFICE: ) " DISTRICT OFFICE:
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 4S.2 713 ELM STREET, SUITE 101
POST OFFICE BOX 2010 JIM DUNNAM FOST OFFICE BOX 1962

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768-2910
(512) 463-0508

WACQO, TEXAS 76703-1962

DISTRICT 57 '
(254) 753-8546

FAX(512)463-5034 TOLL FREE (B66) 753-8346
JIM.DUNNAM@HOUSE.STATE. TX.US FAX (254) 786-3197
VIA FACSIMILE

February 27, 2009

Amadeo Saenz, Executive Director Deirdre Delisi, Chair

Texas Department of Transportation Texas Transportation Commission
125 E. 11th Street 125 E. 11th Street

Austin, Texas 78701-2483 - Austin, Texas 78701-2483

Fax: (512) 305-9567 Fax: (512) 475-3072

Dear Ms. Delisi and Mr. Saenz:

As you know, Members of the Legislature recently raised concerns about TxDoT's plan
to obhigate $1.7 billion of funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
The Act required that TxDoT obligate 50% of those funds within 120 days, and the final
50% within one year. However, TxDoT's plan was to obligate 100% of the $1.7 billion,
with no public or legislative input, in less than one week.

After you decided to temporarily delay obligating these resources provided by the Federal
economic stimulus bill, your agency made available a list of $1.2 billion worth of projects
which you plan to fund, not including the list of $500 million in maintenance projects.

The House Select Committee on Federal Economic Stabilization Funding was told al its
hearing that the list was created with input from Metropolitan Planning Organizations
(MPOs) around the state, '

Today, my office has learned that TxDoT and MPO officials now claim that the list of
$1.2 billion worth of projects was produced using an internal “matrix” created by your
agency and presented at a staff briefing.

1 respectfully request that you provide to the Committee on Federal Economic
Stabilization Funding a copy of TxDoT’s matrix and any supporting documents used to
determine which projects are worthy of receiving stimulus funds and which are not. We
would like to review the weights and criteria contained in the matrix and know who in
TxDoT was responsible for deteimining the data evaluated and reviewing the results.

\




Pleasc provide this information to our committee no later than 10:30 AM on Monday,
March 2, 2009. [ would also request that Mr. Saenz and any other appropriate resource
witnesses be available to appear before our committee on Monday afternoon to update
the committee on the staff's current recomnmendation and respond to questions.

Respectfully,

Dunnam
hairman,
Select Committee on Federal Economic Stabilization Funding




CORYELL COUNTY COURTHOUSE

THE STATE OF TEXAS
County Judge 620 East Main Street
Honorable John E. Firth Gatesville, Texas 76528

(254) 865 - 5911, ext 2221
FAX: (254) 865 -2040

February 27, 2009

Ms. Deirdre Delisi, Chair RECEIVED BY

Ned S. Holmes, Commissioner
Ted Houghton, Commissioner MAR 03 2009

William Meadows, Cornmissioner ‘ . COMMISSION OFFICE - =

- Fred Underwood, Commissioner - : -

Texas Transportation Commission
125 E. 11th Street
Austin, TX 78701

Chair and Commissioners;

Although the Killeen Temple Urban Transportation Study Policy Board voted to recommend
on February 18, 2009 that the U.S. 190 bypass of Copperas Cove be their number one priority for
TxDOT consideration to approve as a stimulus funded highway project, information is now
emerging that the Commission will not approve the project.

Respectfully request that the Commission consider the project for the reasons presented in
the attached information paper.

Thank you for your consideration.

S S

———— Ol'll'l E.*Fiﬁth e — e e v - o = 5 ) — . . . — —
Coryell County Judge

Encl
as

cc: Honorable Governor Rick Perry
Honorable Senator Kip Averitt
Honorable Representative Sid Miller
Honorable Amadeo Saenz, Jr.
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ﬂ;fi's onc of the few major East/West roads in Texas which does not

1
1|tlari area; therefore providing unique long term mobility benefits.
: r!the most congested section of US 190 between IH-35 and TH-10 and
[use of this important East/West mobility corridor,”
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' 1 highway miles in Texas and although it is being widened to six lanes
h
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X
|

Copperas Cove has a higher percentage of military personnel than any
Bt
(Copperas Cove U.S. 190 bypass has been the number one road priority

gh Copperas Cove one of the greatest traffic challenges in Texas.
v travel on U.S. 190, often twice a day, is both a travel and safety
vel of congestion during peak travel periods.
]|1:e:|'past twenty years; and for which thej County has invested tens of

;
eir
ht of way purchase. |

rl

I '.!Il 90 through Copperas Cove has significantly increased the travel on

(%(:)ryel] County which has increased road maintenance costs for roads
[ithvelers thru Coryell County from other counties attempting to avoid

\Within the Copperas Cove city limits.

‘xDOT FY 09 Economically Disadyantaged County Program, Coryell

éa';f)ita property value rate of any County in the State and, therefore,
4] funding to comipléte the U.S-190 bypass. -

R ]

18! 190 Copperas Cove bypass as a stimutus funded highway project is

"

given to projects that can be completed within three years and are
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generated from property taxes, the project is easily
per capita property tax value rate in Coryell County.

Feb 27, 2009
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Fessed areas.” Since, for counties in Texas, revenue for most funding -
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Thlg"Shops at Five Hills can only become a reality and provide economic stimulus

to Copperas Cove and Coryell County with the construction of the Southeast

[l

Therefore my request as the Mayor for Copperas Cove is that the Texas
Transportatlon Commission reconsiders its prioritization of the stimuius projects
an'é! includes the Copperas Cove Southeast Bypass project that is currently on
schedule for construction when the stimulus funds are made available.. The
Sot'xﬁheast Bypass is a high priority of the citizens of the region and Fort Hood.
Wltn an approximate cost of $52 million, it has consistently ranked as the top
pr :>‘Fty on the KTUTS Metropolitan Transportation Plan.
Th | ank you for your con5|derat:on of this request,

Sirllnlerel
l_"
1

John A. Hull, Copperas Cove Mayor

o
Th’% Honorable Kip Averitt

P!IC:D Box 12068, Capitol Station
Austln Tx 78711

Tr! Honorable Sid Miller

P{© Box 2910 ,

Ar.i tlrn “Tx 78768~ ~ ' - T
An rea M. Gardner, City Manager
Clty of Copperas Cove

P. i’) Drawer 1448

Cof: .peras Cove, Tx 76522

|
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Chair, Higher Education Conumittee (T ommrittees COMMISSIONERS
Tiegislatite Budget Board Abministration
NI Tronamic Beoelopment
FJudith Zaffirini firance

[ﬂ] n Serbi
51312 ﬁenzxtnr, @i strict 21 Health and Human Serbices

President Pro Tempare, 1997

RECEIVED BY

February 25, 2009 FEB 25 2009
Deirdre Delisi COMMISSION OFFICE
Chair

Texas Transportation Commission
125 E. 11th St.
Austin, TX 78701

Dear Chair Delisi:

Thank you for your service to our state. This is to urge the Texas Transportation
Commission to approve controlling project NH2009(298), regarding the enhancement of
Loop 1604 in the San Antonio District, during your Thursday, February 26, meeting.

Despite its importance to northeast San Antonio, the City of Converse, and Randolph Air
Force Base, this project has been delayed twice due to funding cuts and diversions at the
state and federal levels. These unfortunate delays forced local officials to place other
desired projects on hold. Accordingly, I strongly urge the Commission to approve this
project, especially in light of your efforts to obligate and appropriate transportation funds
received under the federal stimulus package.

Feel free to contact me for additional support or information. May God bless you and
inspire you to agree with my perspective.

Very truly yours,
Judith Zaffirini
IZ/sg

XC: Members, Texas Transportation Commission
Amadeo Saenz Jr., P.E., Executive Director, TxDOT
Mario G. Medina, P.E., San Antonio District Engineer, TxDOT
Mayor Al Suarez, City of Converse

Qapitol @ffice: 0. Box 12068 » Austin, Texas 78711 ¢512/463-0121 @ Fax 512/475-3738 ¢ Bial 711 For Relay Calls
Suouth Bistrict Office: 0. Box 627 » Tavedn, Texas 78042-0627 ® 956/722-2293 » Fax 356/722-8586

North District @ffice: 12702 Toeppertoein Road #214 ¢ San Artonio, TWexas 78233 © 210/657-0095 ¢ Fax 210/657-0262
&3 Printed on Recycted Papsr
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Whe State of Texas

Wexas House of Representatifies

D DISTRICT OFRICE:
P.Q, BOX 6028
TYLER, 'TX 757316028
VOICE: {903) 959-2400
FAX: (903) 939-2402

D CAPITOL OFFICE:

PO, BOX 29010

AUSTIN, TX 78768-2910

VOICE: (512) 463-0584

FAX: (512} 463-3217

E-MAIL: leo.bermancerhouse.state tx.us

LEO BERMAN

X STATE REPRESGNTATIVE
| DIsTRICT 6 * Smita County

February 25, 2009

Ms. Deirdre Delisi, Chair

Texas Transportation Commission
125 E. 11th Street

Austin, TX 78701-2483

~ 3 0"
Dear Chair D’éﬁsi: D o '

I su}ﬁmrt the projects listed on the attachment approved by NET RMA for inclusion in TxDOT’s
stimulus tunding proposal.

Thaok you, in advance, for your assistance in setting these projects for inclusion in the NET
RMA stimulus proposal.

Sincer

Led§ Berman

HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS v DEEENSE AFFALRS AND STATE-FEDERAL RELATIONS, CBO » HOUSE ADMINISTRATION, VICR.CIIAIR

02/25/09 WED 10:19 [TX/RX NO 7780]
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Rep. Berman

(512) 463-3217 >>

512 475 3072 P 2/2

02/24/20085 09:09 FAX 8035412088 AUSTIN BANK [Boo2r002
Norty: Case Tuxas
Regianal Mabillty Autherity
NET Rva Daler 23-Fob-09
208 South Broadway Ave: Sie, 100 Projact #: 048001301
Tylar Tx 7702 Project Nume: Economic Stimuiug Frajects
NORTH EAST TEXAS REGIONAL MOBILITY AUTHORITY
2008 ECONOMIC STIMULUS PROJECTS - BY COUNTY

Tatal Ceat
NG, Counly Project Name From To. Projact Type Regdy to Lel
: 1 Bowle SHo3 SH 83 al UPRR Gradg Separatinn $5.830,000
- Subrtatsl f Bowis Coanly: 55,830,008
E 2 Cass 8H77 8Ha FMBB5 Vidan and st Shouldere $3,337,000
B 3 Grss K a3 b4 2528 5M 1841 Widen ang aod Shonlines 1,369,000
i & Cass Fn 3129 FM 3129 al UPRR Gragde Separation 15 230,000
! : Sub-totar / Cass Couaty: $16,734,000
i § Gregg LR 281 Shalnor 8. Us 259 Construct New Lanag £32,003,000
! € Gregg SH42 us 80 20 Widen ang ada Shouldors 57,087,008
! 7 Gregyg Langview Quial Zone Loaguiew URFRA Xings Improva Greswing Faciltivs $1,040,000
| & Grigy Mufti-modal Centar At Amlrak Slalion Relurbish Fassesger Depot $3,416.900
i Sub-tolal / Gregg County: $43,555,000
‘ 9 Panaia us7s Mill Creait FM 31 Widan 3nd seid Shoukdars £5,880,000
: Sub-oial/ Pancla Cauniy; $3,580,000
10 Smilh ‘ot 43 - Sag 5 R 756 S 10 Mow Tod Hoag 524,444,000
' it Smith Tol 49 - Seg 3A 8K 155 sHa Naw Tolt Aoag $56,860 000
12 Smith Tyler Quiet Zona Tyket WPRR Xirgs \mprove Crossing Facililies $552,000
13 Smith FM 844 FM 348 us gz Widen and sod Shoulders £2.500,000
Sutr-ioll/ Smilh Caynly: 554,416,000
14 ¥an Zandt SHe4 FM 314 Redlgnd Widen and add Shouiders $6,802,000
35 van Zangi Fn 394 20 SH é4 Widan and add Shoulders $5,150,000
Sub-olal / Van Zandl County: $13,598,000
STavars ALLPROMECTS, .. 5T L SI6LE16,00p

i

i

i

02/25/09 WED 10:19 [TX/RX NO 7780]



0871872001 01:56 FAX 53317 @oo1/002

REPRESENTATIVE SHEILA JACKSON LEE (TX-18)

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

To: FROM:

Chairwoman Deirdre Delisi Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee
COMPANY: DATE:
TXDOT 2/24/2009
FAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO. OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER:
512-475-3072 02
PHONE NUMBER: SENDER’S REFERENCE NUMBER:

512-305-9512

RE: -
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009

X URGENT X FOR REVIEW O pLeasE coMMENT [ PLEASE REPLY O PLEASE RECYCLE

NOTES/COMMENTS:

Please ensure that this letter from Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee of the 18%
Congressional District of Texas is seen by Chairwoman Deirdre Delisi and is responded to
accordingly. ‘

‘Thank you

'RECEIVED BY
FEB 24 2009
COMMISSION OFFICE

U.5. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVRES, OFFICK QF CONCGRESSWOMAN SHEILA JACKSON LERX
2435 RAYBURN IIOUS[‘% OFFICH BUILDING, WASHINGTON, DDC

02/24/09 TUE 22:07 [TX/RX NO 77751
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SHEILA JACKSON LEE

18T DISTRICT, TEXAS

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
2435 Raybum House Office Bullding

- P (ongress of the United Siutes

1919 Sumn e, Sure 1180 Houze of Representatives
HE GEORGE "MICKEY" LELAND FECERAL Buloing .
N5 655 0080 - Washinoton, BE 20515
ACRES HOME OFFICE:

6719 WEST MONTGOMERY, SUITE 204
Hauston, TX 77019
713) 6o1-4882

HESGHTS OFFICE:
420 WEST 19TH STREET
Haouaron, TX 77008
{713) 8681-4070

February 24, 2009

Mgzs. Deirdre Delisi

Chairman/ Commissioner

Texas Department of Transportation
125 East 11" Street

Austin, TX 78701

Mrs. Delisi:

0027002
COMMITTEES:
JUDICIARY
SUBCOMMITTEES: )
CRIME, TERHDR‘SM. AND HOMELANG SECURTY

IMMIGRATION, BORDER SECURTTY, AND CLAMS

HOMELAND SECURITY
SUBGOMMITTEES:

INTELLIGENCE, INFORMATION SHARING, AND
TERACRISM RISK ASSESMENT

ECONOMIC SECURTTY, INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION,
AND CYBERSECUATY

MANAGEMENT, INTERGRATION, AND OVERSIGHT

SCIENCE
SUBCOMMITTEES;
ENERGY
SPACE AND AERONAUTICS
hramer

DEMOCCRATIC CAUCUS POLICY AND
STEERING COMMITTEE

CoLran
CONGRESSIONAL CHILDREN'S CAUCUS

As you know, many'Members of the Texas Delegation have worked very hard to ensure that

Texas received ample funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Pub.L. 111-5
“ARRA™) particularly in the area of Homeland Security. As Chairwoman of the Subcommittee on
Transportation Security and Infrastructure Protection, I understand the dire need for funding in the state of
Texas.

As Tunderstand, there is a list of projects under consideration. Before the list is finalized, I would
like to see more money put towards transportation in Texas. If Texas is to remain competitive in the
national and global economy, we must find adequate and stable funding for new road construction and
maintenance. In the past 25 years, Texas’ population has increased 57 percent and road use has nearly
doubled, but state road capacity has grown grew by only eight percent. Over the next 25 years, that Texas
population growth is expected to continue, and the Texas Department of Transportation predicts road use
will likely increase 214 percent; however, according to current plans, capacity is projected to grow by a
mere ¢ percent.

Additionally, in ARRA I would like to see more money towards smail, minority, and women
owned businesses. In 2002, 490,000 minority firms in Texas employed over 543,000 paid workers.
Minority businesses account for over 29% of the “classifiable’ businesses in Texas. I have worked hard to
support these small, minority owned businesses, and these businesses are an essential element to the
Texas economy that need to be compensated in the stimulus.

Before the list is finalized, I am requesting to a copy of the list of projects along with the
reasoning and justification for the designated funding. I urge you to take these areas into consideration as
the list is reorganized, and I look forward to viewing the list prior to its finalization:

Thank you for you time, dedication, and assistance in this matter. If you have any questions
please fecl free me at (202) 225-3816.

ee
Congress

02/24/09 TUE 22:07 [TX/RX NO 77751
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COMMITTEES:
Intergovernmental Relatians, Vice Chair
Sutwomuplttes on Pipoding 4 Evacuatians

CAPITOL OFFICE
F.C. Box 12048. Room B1.708
Austin, Texag 7RH1

(312) 4630102 Health & Human Services
PAX: (513) 463-1526 Nomloatons
Dlal 711 tor Relay Talls Transpontation & Komeland Security

ROBE,I;ETEIQQNIS%EHOLS RECEIVED BY

FEB 24 2009
COMMISSION OFFICE

February 23, 2009

Chairwomen Delin

Texas Transportation Commission
125 East 11th St.,

Austin, TX 78701

Dcar Chair Delisi,

I want to express my support for granting federal sttmulus money to complete the Loop 49
project in Tyler. It is my understanding that this project is eligible for funding, and the project is
ready to be developed. I worked with the NET RMA and TxDOT for several years on this
project and it is very important to East Texas.

As you know, the Tyler Outer Loop will offer drivers the choice of a fast-moving, convenient
method of traveling around the south and west sides of Tyler as well as quick access to 1-20.
There are three remaining segments which are eligible for funding, and I ask the commission's
favorable consideration for this project.

Thank you for your leadership on transportation issues facing Texas. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can answer any questions. '

-

oot 2

Robert L. Nichols
State Senator

cc.  Texas Transpertation Commission
Mr. Amadeo Saenz
Mr. Jeff Austin 111

ACKSONVLLE CFRICE NACQGDOTHES OFFICE LUGKIN OFRICS CONROR OFRICE
! 329 Weghes Sueet 202 E. Piltar 52, Ste, 208 4100 8 Mediord Do 2020 N. 1,o0p A%¢ W, Ste. 107, Box 7
Yavksonviite, Thwag 787648 Nacegdodes, Texns D61 Lufkin, Tuxes 75901 Convoe, Toxas 77304
(503) 3833003 (934) 5442 {936} 69945 (936} 7360168
PAX; 1003) 589.0203 A (536) 3944276 PAX: (DI6) 479-4303 FAX: (956} 736-5170
Senate District 3

F-mail: robertnicholsifaennts state.txus



RECEIVED BY
FEB 23 2009

COMMISSION OFFICE

February 20, 2009

Mrs. Deirdre Delisi
Chair
Texas Transportation Commission

125 E. 11™ Street : : C -

Austin, Texas 78701
Dear Chairwoman Delisi,

Please find attached a few thoughts related to addressing funding issues this session. Page
2 discusses the benefits of temporarily reducing our pavement score and investing the
savings into reducing congestion. I have also outlined a possible solution to improving
the alignment of the agency and folks across the street. The fact is that our infrastructure
needs far exceeds funding levels and we should provide assurance that this agency will
allocate limited funding to each one of the five goals which represent different sectors of
the public.

Thanks for serving our great State and let me know if I can do anything to support your
initiatives.

John Shackett
281.793.1662
Jshackett@rtg-texas.com



Thanks for your time and for taking time to serve our great State.

Each one of these goals represents different sectors of the public and any one of these
goals could consume the entire budget.

For example, there is no doubt that maintenance could absorb the entire budget and is
very important to preserving our assets; however, preserving our assets is just one of
the five goals of this agency and the shareholders get pretty nervous about investing the
majority of our dollars into one category because it is neglecting the other 80% of our
goals.

The 2030 committee discussed the fact that we need to prioritize maintaining our
existing infrastructure, but more importantly maximize our return on investment,

An example was given that we could save approx $13 bn over the life of the study if we
reduced our pavement score goal. The committee discussed in a commission meeting
that this savings would ultimately cost the public some $33bn in future rehabilitation cost
and that is significant.

But, let's take this example one step further. The 2030 committee report displayed that if
we invest $213bn in reducing congestion in urban mobility, it will return $1.4 trn in
economic benefit or 6.5 times our money. If we took the $13bn in savings by temporarily
lowering our pavement score and invested that into urban mobility projects, we would
generate $84bn in economic benefit to the public. $84 billion in economic benefit vs.

$33 billion in cost. That seems to be a pretty good return on our investment.

Please note | am not underestimating the importance of preserving our assets. We just
need to keep in mind that the public is asking this agency to allocate its limited funding to
each one of our goals. One idea on how we can accomplish this alignment is to commit
20% of every dollar that comes into this agency to each one of the goals. This would
provide confidence to all interested parties that the limited funding is being allocated to
accomplish all our common goals. We could even provide an LAR to the LBB that
allocates funding to each one of the goals and then provide periodic reports displaying
funds invested by goal to ensure transparency of addressing the publics concerns.

e ———————yts e 8 der



" Discussion of TxDOT Funding
Public Comments
01/29/09 Commission Meeting

Hello my name is John Shackett and I'm a strong supporter of TxDOT and mobility
agencies. It's great to see a little economic stimulus coming our way; however, due to
ali the competing interest at the federal level, we can not rely on the federal government
to address our infrastructure needs. | encourage you to read Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged
to get an idea of our climate at the federal level over the next few years. A couple of
items to consider at the State level:

1. We need to provide assurance across the street that every dollar invested in.— —-
TxDOT will be allocated evenly to each one of the 5 goals. I'll talk about that in a
minute.

2. Let's write enabling legislation for Prop 12 that restricts those funds to be
invested or leveraged on projects that generate revenue that can payback the
debt service so we don't have to rely on general revenue

3. Quit jacking around with the gas tax and pass a minimum 10 to 20 cents
increase. The legislators need to inform their constituents that this wilt:

a. Create significant jobs
b. Can be used to fund Prop 12 debt service
c. 100% will stay in Texas, and
4. We need to seriously start educating the public on VMT now.

In regards to increasing the State gas tax, | understand this is only an interim solution,
but | guarantee you that the public is numb to volatility in gas prices and will forget this
passed within two weeks. This is a great opportunity to generate funding to service debt
on projects that are capable of producing additional revenue. In addition, we could
commit the additional revenue to a Transportation Finance Corporation with the capacity
to provide loans to our partners in transportation.

| have come to the conclusion that operating government is very similar to operating a
business. You have sources of revenue and you have expenses.

We also have a; -— ~- TR
1. A Board of Directors — Which is the Commission
2. Management and Staff — The Agency
3. Shareholders ~The public represented by the folks across the street.

The guestion is how we can achieve alignment between the Board, Shareholders and
Management.

| believe you accomplish alignment by identifying common goals. We have actually done
that. Everyone agrees we should:

Reduce congestion

Enhance Safety

Expand economic opportunity

Improve Air Quality, and

Preserve our assets.

A=



Ways & Means, Chatrman
Public Education
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.0 B 910 René O. Oliveira
Awarin, T JATR8. 20 10 ’ 3 Pz : AREI0
e T Texan House of Representatives o
FAX: (812) 4638186 Bistrict 37 FAN PR TR0 b
February 20, 2009 '

The Honorable Rick Perry
Office of the Governor
P.0O. Box 12428

Austin, Texas 78711

' Dear Governor Perry:

I respectfully write before the first round of TxDOT stimulus dollars are allocated and
ask for support for three ready-to-go, high-impact projects for Cameron County.

The first is for the $30 million SH 550 project, which will be our first toll project and
help further/fund the I-69 project in the Valley. It's been cleared environmentally, has
strong local support and will have a huge positive impact in safety, traffic and trade/jobs.

In addition we need $8 million to complete the West Rail relocation project. This is a
great project, with strong public (regional), private (UP) and international (US-Mexico)
support. We're at risk of falling behind the schedule on the US side if we can't secure the
funds to complete the project.

Finally, Cameron County, the City of Harlingen, and Union Pacific have been working
on the first phase of the rail relocation in Harlingen, Texas otherwise known as the North
Rail. They have had extensive conversations with UP and are close to finalizing an
agreement that could relocate the switchyard out of downtown Harlingen to Olmito,
Texas. The funding needed to close the gap for this important project is $4 million.

We want to get these on the list and get the dirt flying, pour concrete and traffic moving
in Cameron County. I need these projects in Cameron County. They perfectly fit the bill
for TxDOT and the stimulus parameters.

Sincerely,
[L/ OOV
Rene O.Oliveira

State Representative
District 37




COUNTY JUDGE

March 3, 2009

Ms. Deirdre Delisi, Chair

Texas Transporiation Commission
Texas Department of Transportation
125 East 11" Street

Austin, Texas 78701

Re: American Recovery & Reinvestment Act/Agency Recommended Stimulus
Projects

Dear Chair Delisi:

Please accept this letter as support for the Houston District projects proposed by
the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and approved by the
Transportation Policy Council of the Houston-Galveston Area Council.

The projects: SH 99 Segment E, BW 8 construction of 4 direct connectors at US
59 North, IH 610 East of Ella reconstruction of roadway and reconstruction of
roadway at |H-10 White Oak Bayou Bridge. The projects have met all the criteria
established by both the federal and state governments for favorable
consideration under the Stimulus bill.

These projects will address and improve mobility issues that currently exist. 1 am
writing to urge to direct funding to the Houston region and to these projects that
will prove to improve congestion in Harris County. Thank you for your

- consideration in this matter.

Sin j

Ed Emmett
County Judge

ADMINISTRATION BUILOING 1001 PRESTON, SUITE 811 HOUSTON, TEXAS 77002 (713) 755-4000 (713) 755-8379




RECEIVED

FEB 2 3 2009

Mr. Amadeo Saenz, .Jr OFFICE/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Executive Director

Texas Department of Transportation

125 East 11" Street

Austin, Texas 78701

February 19, 2009

Dear Mr. Saenz:

The City of Eagle Pass would like to thank you for your hard work and continued
dedication to the border region and our community. As you know, the City of
Eagle Pass is currently undergoing major transformational changes, due to our
rapid growth.

It is our understanding that the Stimulus Package will be channeled through state
agencies, to provide for shovel-ready transportation projects; we have included a
bounded copy of our funding requests. It should be noted that the Loop 480
project is our priority. This thoroughfare will allow us to provide for the
transportation needs of current and future generations by providing connections
between International Bridge I, FM 1021, US Highway 277, and US Highway 57.

We wish to thank you in advance for taking our projects into consideration. The
City of Eagle Pass looks forward to working with TxDOT in developing and
maintaining the best roadway infrastructure along the border region.

Sincerely,

CITY OF EAGLE PASS

Daniel Tijerina Jr.
Assistant Planning Director

XC: Albert Quintanilla, District Engineer

CITY OF EAGLE PASS + 100S. MONROE ¢ EAGLE PASS, TEXAS 78852 (830) 773-1111




BELTON

CHAMHUER of Cn\lml R(_l.

P.0. Box 659 - 412 E. Central Ave

254.939.3551

Bellon, Texas 76513
254,939.1061 (fax)
beltonchamber.com

2009 Board of Directors
Executive Commilttee
Chris Moore
Chairman &
Economic Development
Balton Church of Christ

Cathy Phillips
Organizational Davelopment
First Texas Bank

Trac Sution
Mambership Services
Kasherg, Patrick & Associates

Susan Kamas
Community Developmsnt
Contral Texas
Worklorce Board

Mike Beevers
Treasurer
08 Commercial

David K. Leigh
Secretary
Harvest Teshnologles

Marion Grayson
Convenlion & Visilors Bureay
Your Box Lady

Dr. Jerry Bawcom
Past-Chairman
Univarsity of Mary Hardin-Baylor

Direciors
Br. Larry Monigomery
Montgomery Chiropraciic
John Toone
ONCOR Electic Defivery
Terri Covington
Covington Rea! Estate
James Harrison
KTEM
Carol Rawald
Heart of Texas Landscope & figation

Donnie Ringler
Don Ringler Chevrolet, Toysta, Stion,
Salurn

Bry Ewan
Evans, Ewan & Brady Insurance
Agengy, Ing,

Beckie Johnslon
Extraco Banks

Judy Garreit
La Quinta Inn & Suitas

Jason horgan
Harvest Tachnelogies

Jim Read
Central Texas Coundil of
Governments.

Ex-Diticio
Tim Stephens
Betl County Expo Center
Richard Cortese
Ball County Commissianer
Eloise Lundgren
Fort Hood
Dr. Vivian Baker
BISD
Staphanic Turnham
Bell Counly Musaum
Dan Thomasson
US Army Corps of Engineers
Tommy Baker
Belton Econamic Davalapmaent Corp.
Soam Listi
City of Belon
Jay Taggart
Docubdaxx
Military Ralations Chairman

Stephanie O'Banian
Prasident/CEQ

February 19, 2009

Ms. Deirdre Delisi, Chair
Texas Transportation Commissioner
Texas Department of Transportation

125 E. 11" Street
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Ms. Delisi:

RECEIVED BY
MAR 02 2009

COMMISSION OFFICE

On behalf of The Belton Area Chamber of Commerce, 1 am writing you in strong support of the
implementation of full funding for IH — 35 widening from 4-6 lanes from FM 2484 in Salado to US 190 in
Belton. This project is inciuded in the TxDOT Agency recommendation under consideration by the
Commission on March 5, 2009. This project meets all required criteria for funding and is a shovel ready

project.

With Beiton's location at the crossroads of 2 major arteries in Texas, IH — 35 and U.S. Highway 190, this
project is vital for statewide traffic flow and will increase econcmic benefit to the entire region, whereas if
not addressed, the rapid growth of traffic congestion will prohibit proactive and managed development in

the area.

| urge you to support and approve this critical transportation project so we can continue to grow and

prosper.

Thank you for your time and service to our great state.

Sincerely,

Stephanie O'Banion
President/CEQ



RECEIVED BY
FEB 20 2009
COMMISSION OFFICE

Texas Conservative Coalition

February 17, 2009

The Honorable Deirdre Delisi

Texas Department of Transportation
125 East 11" Street

Austin, TX 78701

-

Dear Chairman Delisi:

In anticipation of the money Texas will receive as a consequence of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009, | request the following information:

1. A projected date of receipt of federal stimulus monies your agency expects to receive as a result
of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

2. A projected amount of stimulus monies your agency expects to receive,

3. A surmmary of the plans your agency has developed for expending money received as
anticipated as a result of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. (Please break this
down by division, program, and budget strategy.)

4. Asummary of the federal guidelines to which your agency is expected to comply (spending
parameters) as a result of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

S. A projection of the number of jobs that will be created by your agency’s use of stimulus monies.
The projéction should not include any jobs that could be created as a consequence of your
agency’s 2010-11 Legislative Appropriations Request without stimuius funding. The projection -
should also indicate the extent to which the new jobs are reliant solely on federal stimulus
funding, and the likely cost to the state of retaining those jobs once the stimulus funding is no
longer available.

Your assistance with this information is greatly appreciated, and will ensure that we make informed
decisions in the 81% Texas Legislature. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Wayne Christian
House District 9 — Center
President, Texas Conservative Coalition

TCC % P.O. Box 2659, Austin TX 78768 % 512-474-1798 % www.txcc.org
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