














March 2, 2009

Richard J. Skopik, P.E.
WacoDistrictEngineer .

Texas Department of Transportation
100 South Loop Dr
Waco, TX 76704

Dear Mr. Skopik:

At the Policy Board Meeting of the Waco Metropolitan Planning Organization,
held on February 27,2009, the board unanimously identified the following
project as their top regional priority for funds from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

Interstate Highway 35
Extent: North Loop 340 to FM 1858
Scope of Work:

From North Loop 340 to US Business 77 -Reconstruct frontage rds &
realign ramps
From US Business 77 to FM 1858 - Widen to 6 main lanes, reconstruct
frontage roads to one-way, reconstruct bridges & overpasses

Cost: $206.3 million

The board authorized the commitment of the Waco urbanized area share from
the ARRA to this project and requested $199.1 million from ARRA funds at the
discretion of the Texas Transportation Commission.

Please contact me at your convenience if you have any questions regarding this
action by the Waco MPO Policy Board.

Christopher Evilia, AICP
Director

City of Bellmead
City of Beverly Hills
City of Bruceville-Eddy
City of Crawford
City of Gholson
City of Hallsburg
City of Hewitt
City of Lacy-Lakeview
City of Leroy
City of Lorena
City of Mart
City of McGregor
City of Moody
City of Riesel
City of Robinson
City of Ross
City of Waco
City of West
City of Woodway
McLennan County
Heart of Texas Council of Governments

Texas Department of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration
Federal Transit Administration

WACO
METROPOLITAN
PLANNING
ORGANIZATION

P.O. Box 2570

Waco, Texas 76702-2570
254-750-5650
254-750-1605 FAX

mpo@ci.waco.tx.us
www.waco-texas.com/mpo.htm

J.__



KECEWED BY ALL RECEIVED BY 
COMMISSIONERS MAR 03 2009 

TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES COMMISSION OFFICE 

March 1,2009 
DISTRICT 52 

Chairman Deirdre Delisi 
I25 E 11th Street 
Austin, TX 78701-2409 

. . 

Dear Chairman Delisi: 

Thank you for considering my comments at the Commission's recent work session regarding 
stimulus funding. I realize that you have been inundated with requests for project funding throughout 
the state and 1 truly appreciate the difficulty of the decisions before you. Indeed, each region has 
needs that are vital to their transponation infrastructure. 

I am writing to respectfully follow up on my request to allocate funds for the expansion of FM 1460 
between Old Settlers Boulevard (FM 3405) and University Boulevard in Round Rock. This project is 
of crucial importance to my constituents and would alleviate congestion and increase safety. 
Moreover, FM 1460 serves as a major artery to a hub of economic development. Its expansion would 
support healthcare and education industries which have historically weathered economically 
challenging times. Our task of stimulating the economy to recover fiom the current downturn would 
be well achieved by completing this project. 

This area encompasses the following developing entities: 
Seton Hospital's regional uauma center and medical offices 
Texas State University Round Rock 
Texas A&M Health Science Center 

. Austin Community College f~ 

Moreover, Stony Point High School and the Round Rock Premium Outlet Mall would be served by 
this added mobility. The county, city, property owners, and the above entities have all donated land 
or money to reach about 75% of the cost of this project. We just need a bit more to get this project 
completely funded. 

Again, I thank you for taking the time to consider my request. I look forward to working with you on 
this and other projects in the future. If I may be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Sincerely, 

Diana Maldonado 
Texas State Representative 

P.O. Box 2910. A U S T I N .  TEXAS 78768.2910. PHONE (512) 463-0670 FAX ( 5 1 2 )  463-1469 



CAPITOL 

PO. BOX 29 10 
AUSTIN. TEXAS 78768-2910 

(5 12) 463-0606 
Fax (5 12) 463-0660 

EDDIE LUCIO-I I I@HOUSE.STATE,TX US 

February 27,2009 
The Honorable Rick Perry 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, TX 7871 1 

ab Binie nf  fiJexne 
pnuee nf  ~ e p r e e e n i n f  bee 

DISTRICT 38 

2402 W. BUS.  HWY. 77, STE.  I 
S A N  BENITO. TEXAS 78586 

(956) 361-2795 

F A X  1956) 36 1-9 158 

Dear Governor Perry, 

This week, TxDOT announced its list of proposed projects that will be funded by federal 
stimulus dollars. I am writing to request your support for three ready-to-go, high-impact 
projects for Cameron County. 

I was pleased to see that SH 550 was included on TxDOTs recent list. This project, 
which will be our first toll project, will help fund the construction of 1-69 in the Valley. 
This project has not only gained environmental clearance and strong local support, but 
will also have a huge impact on safety, traffic and traddjobs in the region. 

In addition to this project, we also hope that you will consider funding the West Rail 
relocation project, which has strong public, private and international support. Securing 
the funds for this project will ensure that we do not fall behind schedule in completing the 
U.S. side of this project. 

Finally, 1 ask that you also consider funding the North Rail project, a joint venture of 
Cameron County, the City of Harlingen, and Union Pacific that would relocate the 
switchyards out of downtown Harlingen to Olmito, Texas. Extensive talks with Union 
Pacific have already occurred, and securing the needed funds to close the gap on this 
project is crucial. 

I appreciate your consideration of these three projects, which are crucial to the future of 
Cameron County. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or my office at 
anytime. 

Sincerely, 

CAMERON COUNTY . D ~ S T R ~ C T  38 

COMMITTEES: C ~ L E N D A R S ,  VlCE C H A I R M ~ H  . STaTE AFFAIRS ' NATURAL RESOURCES 
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CAPITOL OFFICE: 
STATE CAPITOL.  R O O M  dS.2 

POST OFFICE BOX 29 1 0  
A U S T I N ,  TEXAS 78768-2910 

VIA FACSIMILE 

February 27,2009 

J I M  D U N N A M  
DISTRICT 57  

Amadeo Saenz, Executive Director 
Texas Depamnent of Transportation 
125 E. 1 l th Street 
Austin, Texns 78701-2483 
Fax: (512) 305-9567 

COMMISSION OFFICE 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
713 ELM STREET. S U I T E  1 0 1  

POST OFFICE BOX 1962 
WACO. T E X A S  76703-1962 

1254 )  753-6546 
TOLL F R E E  18661 753.8546 

FAX 12541 756.3197 

Deirdre Delisi, Chair 
Texas Transportation Commission 
125 E. l llh Skeet 
Austin, Texas 78701-2483 
Fax: (512) 475-3072 

Dear Ms. Delisi and Mr. Saenz: 

As youknow, Members of the Legislature ~.ecently raised concerns about TxDoT's plan 
to obligate $1.7 billion of fundingunder the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
The Act required that TxDoT obligate 50% of those funds within 120 days, and the final 
50% within one year. However, TxDoT's plan was to obligate 100% of the $1.7 billion, 
with no public or legislative input, in less than one week. 

After you decided to temporarily delay obligating these resources provided by the Federal 
economic stimulus bill, your agency made available a list of $1.2 billion worth of projects 
which you plan to firnd, not including the list of $500 million in maintenance projects. 

The House Select Cornlnittee on Federal Econolnic Stabilization Funding was told at its 
hearing that the list was created with input from Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(MPOs) around the state. 

Today, my office 11as learned that TxDoT and M1'0 officials now claim that the list of 
$1.2 billion worth ofprojects was produced using an internal "matrix" created by your 
agency and prescnted at a staff briefing. 

1 respectfully request that you provide to the Committee on Federal Economic 
Stabilization Funding a copy of TsDoT's matrix and any supporting documents used to 
determine which projects are worthy ofreceiving stilnulus funds and which are not. We 
would like to review the weights and criteria contaiiied in the matrix and know who in 
TxDoT was responsible for deletmining the data evaluated and reviewing the results. 



Plcase provide this information to our committee no later than 10:30 AM on Monday, 
March 2, 2009. I would also request that Mr. Saenz and any other appropriate resource 
witnesses be available to appear before our committee on Monday afternoon to update 
the co~nmittee on the staffs curre~it rcco~nmendation and 1,espond to questions. 

&hainnan, 
Select Cotnmittee on Federal Econoniic Stabilizalion Funding 



CORY ELL COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

CounCy Judge 620 Easr Main Slreel 
Hortorable John E. Firth Gatesville, Texas 76528 

(254) 865 - 591 1, ex1 2221 
FAX: (254) 865 - 2040 

February 27,2009 

Ms. Deirdre Delisi, Chair 
Ned S. Holrnes, Commissioner 
Ted Houghton, Commissioner 
William Meadows, Commissioner 

- Fred Underwood, Commissioner 

RECEIVED BY 
MAR 03 2009 

- . COMMISSION OFFICE - = 

Texas Transportation Commission 
125 E. 1 lth Street 
Austin, TX 78701 

Chair and Commissioners. 

Although the Killeen Temple Urban Transportation Study Policy Board voted to recommend 
on February 18,2009 that the U.S. 190 bypass of Copperas Cove be their number one priority for 
TxDOT consideration to approvc as a stimulus hnded highway project, information is now 
emerging that the Commission will not approve the project. 

Respectfully request that the Commission consider the project for the reasons presented in 
the attached information paper. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

~ I I  County Judge 

Encl 
as 

cc: Honorable Governor Rick Perry 
Honorable Senator Kip Averitt 
Honorable Representative Sid Miller 
Honorable Amadeo Saenz, Jr .  



one of the few major EastiWest roads in Texas which does not 
therefore providing unique long term mobility benefits. 

congested section of US 190 between M-35 and IH-I0 and 
important EastiWest mobility corridor. 

. . . . .. . . . -- - 
Cove from.thk-~&t o n ~ ~ ~ ? 1 9 0  irhiiiier-thin the 

in Texas and although it is being widened to six lanes 
through Copperas Cove, when combined with local 
one of the greatest trhffic challenges in Texas. 

a higher percentage of military personnel than any 
often twice a day, is both a travel and safety 

travel peridds. 

has been: the number one road priority 
thecounty has invested tens of 

increased the travel on 
costs for roads 

. - - - .  7 - 

construction is generated from taxes, the project is easily 
per capita property tax value rate in Coryell County. 

Feb 27,2009 

I 

I i 
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Aast~n, 7;x 78701 

AND THE COPPERAS 

Cove Southeast Bypass 
funds. The City is 

million and the KTUTS 
. . 

that has received 

top military officials 
project includes the 

local funding of 
for right-of-way 

. . -. 
the 

. .  . 

. , 

w.ci .copper . lsc0ve.m.u~ 



reality and provide economic stimulus 

I 

I 

I 
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County with the construction of the Southeast 

my request as the Mayor for Copperas Cove is that the Texas 
Commission reconsiders its prioritization of the stimulus projects 

Southeast Bypass project that is currently on 
funds are made av.ailable.. -The 

of the citizens of the region and Fort Hood. 
it has consistently ranked as the top 

on the KTUTS Metropolitan Transportation Plan. 

you for your consideration of this request. 

I 
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February 20,2009 
The Honorable Rick Perry 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, Texas 7871'1 

Dear Governor Peny: 

I respectfully write before the first round of TxDOT stimulus dollars are allocated and 
ask for support for three ready-to-go, high-impact projects for Cameron County. 

The first is for the $30 million SH 550 project, which will be our first toll project and 
help furtherlfund the 1-69 project in the Valley. It's been cleared environmentally, has 
strong local support and will have a huge positive impact in safety, traffic and traddjobs. 

In addition we need $8 million to complete the West Rail relocation project. This is a 
great project, with strong public (regional), private (UP) and international (US-Mexico) 
support. We're at risk of falling behind the schedule on the US side if we can't secure the 
funds to complete the project. 

Finally, Cameron County, the City of Harlingen, and Union Pacific have been working 
on the first phase of the rail relocation in Harlingen, Texas otherwise known as the North 
Rail. They have had extensive conversations with UP and are close to finalizing an 
agreement that could relocate the switchyard out of downtown Harlingen to Olmito, 
Texas. The funding needed to close the gap for this important project is $4 million. 

We want to get these on the list and get the dirt flying, pour concrete and traffic moving 
in Cameron County. I need these projects in Cameron County. They perfectly fit the bill 
for TxDOT and the stimulus parameters. 

State Representative 
District 37 



C O U N T Y  J U D G E  

March 3,2009 

Ms. Deirdre Delisi, Chair 
Texas Transportation Commission 
Texas Department of Transportation 
125 East 1 lth street 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Re: American Recovery 8 Reinvestment ActIAgency Recommended Stimulus 
Projects 

Dear Chair Delisi: 

Please accept this letter as support for the Houston District projects proposed by 
the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and approved by the 
Transportation Policy Council of the Houston-Galveston Area Council. 

The projects: SH 99 Segment E, BW 8 construction of 4 direct connectors at US 
59 North, IH 610 East of Ella reconstruction of roadway and reconstruction of 
roadway at IH-10 White Oak Bayou Bridge. The projects have met all the criteria 
established by both the federal and state governments for favorable 
consideration under the Stimulus bill. 

These projects will address and improve mobility issues that currently exist. I am 
writing to urge to direct funding to the Houston region and to these projects that 
will prove to improve congestion in Harris County. Thank you for your 
consideration in this matter. 

County Judge 



~-.
 

RECEIVEDFebruary 19, 2009 

FEB 2 3 2009 

Mr. Amadeo Saenz, Jr. OFFICE/EXECUTIVE D!RECTOH 
Executive Director 
Texas Department of Transportation 
125 East 11th Street 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Mr. Saenz: 

The City of Eagle Pass would like to thank you for your hard work and continued 
dedication to the border region and our community. As you know, the City of 
Eagle Pass is currently undergoing major transformational changes, due to our 
rapid growth. 

It is our understanding that the Stimulus Package will be channeled through state 
agencies, to provide for shovel-ready transportation projects; we have included a 
bounded copy of our funding requests. It should be noted that the Loop 480 
project is our priority. This thoroughfare will allow us to provide for the 
transportation needs of current and future generations by providing connections 
between International Bridge II, FM 1021, US Highway 277, and US Highway 57. 

We wish to thank you in advance for taking our projects into consideration. The 
City of Eagle Pass looks forward to working with TxDOT in developing and 
maintaining the best roadway infrastructure along the border region. 

Sincerely, 

CITY OF EAGLE PASS 

'"\$"'-; ::-s:::
"""----~- "< ~ •• 

Daniel Tijerina Jr.
 
Assistant Planning Director
 

XC: Albert Quintanilla, District Engineer 

CITY OF EAGLE PASS • 100 S. MONROE • EAGLE PASS, TEXAS 78852 (830) 773-1111 
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