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Dear Mr. Simmons:

On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 into law in response to the economic crisis facing the nation.
The Department of Transportation received approximately $48 billion in appropriations
to invest in transportation systems, infrastructure projects, and other programs that will
provide long-term economic benefits to our nation. The Department plans to use these
funds to modemize and increase the capacity of our nation's transpcrtation systems,
deliver jobs, and restore our nation's economy.

The Act also emphasizes transparency and accountability in the use of these funds to
speed our nation's economic recovery, avoid unnecessary delays or costs, and ensure the
funds are used for their stated purpose. The OIG's Fort Worth regional office' aims to
increase DOT's stewardship and oversight of these funds by expanding and strengthening
our partnerships with all agencies who are beneficiaries of the funds. We plan to do this
through intentional communications with our partners, offer them fraud awareness
training presentations, and address any questions or concerns they may have regarding
this important initiative.

I invite you to distribute a copy of this letter throughout your agency, and especially
among those staff members who are most actively involved with your agency's stimulus
projects. If you have any questions or need assistance from our office please contact
Special Agent In Charge Max Smith at (817) 978-3979, or me at (817) 978-2911. Our e-
mail addresses are Max.D.Smith(woig.dot.gov and Joseph.M.Zschiesche(oig.dot.gov.
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' The area of responsibility for the Fort Worth regional office includes Arkansas, Colorado, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Texas, and Wyoming.



