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Figure 1: Example of Identifying Opportunity Areas
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Figure 2: Example of Creating Alternative Routes
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Figure 3: Example of Creating the Feasible Route
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Phase 1: Opportunity Areas
Opportunity Areas represent broad areas where conceptual
routes may appear feasible.

The broad areas were identified after evaluating:
e transportation needs

environmental constraints

community considerations

engineering feasibility

Phase 1: Conceptual Alternative Routes

Route concepts, approximately 1-mile wide, are developed
within the Opportunity Areas to establish a network of
possibilities.

The route concepts are evaluated against the goals and initial
screening criteria established for the study.

Phase 3: Feasible Route

Screening criteria is refined and applied within the evaluation
framework to identify routes that demonstrate greater
potential.

Some routes may be eliminated, modified or combined to
improve performance and minimize impacts.

Objective—reduce the number of alternatives and identify,
ideally, a feasible route to investigate further.
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Figure 4: Example of Identifying Viable Routes
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Figure 5: Example of a Preferred Route
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Figure 6: Example of Screening for Future Development
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Phase 3: Viable Routes
The feasible route is further refined to identify a set of viable
routes, each approximately 1,000-ft wide.

The viable routes are compared under refined screening criteria
including:

e freight mobility
e military connectivity
e stakeholder input

transportation benefits
community impacts
environmental impacts
construction cost

Study Outcome: Preferred Route

The outcome of the study is the preferred route, selected
after considering technical performance and overall
feasibility.

The preferred route is a planning recommendation, not a
final design, and does not authorize construction.

The study identifies and preserves a future interstate route.

Future Development
Future project development would be required beyond this
study to identify and finalize a potential alignment.

Construction of a final roadway alignment would occur only

after further development which includes:

e engineering design—roadway alignment and interchange

development—schematic design

e environmental studies

right-of-way evaluation (anticipate 350 to 500 ft for final
roadway alignment)

funding identification

continued public involvement

Please note, this is a hypothetical example of the Opportunity Area evaluation.
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