
 
 

 

Documentation Summary of Second 
Series of Public Meetings 

Project Location 
El Paso County 

Paisano Drive and Montana Avenue Corridor Study 
Project ID: 24-A00191695 

Project Limits 
From Sunland Park Drive to Montana Avenue 

And from Paisano Drive to Loop 375 

Meeting Locations 
In-Person Meeting Options: 

In-Person Meeting Option 1 Coach Waly Hartley PK-8 
School Cafeteria 

6201 Hughey Drive 
El Paso, TX 79925 

In-Person Meeting Option 2 Bowie High School Cafeteria 801 S San Marcial Street 
El Paso, Texas 79925 

 
Virtual Public Meeting: https://www.txdot.gov/projects/hearings-meetings/el-

paso/2024/paisano-montana-040224.html 
 

Meeting Dates and Times 
Coach Wally Hartley PK-8 School- Tuesday, April 2, 2024, from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Bowie High School- Wednesday, April 3, 2024, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
 

Translation Services 
Spanish 

Presenters 
Jennifer Wright- TxDOT El Paso District 

Elected Officials in Attendance 
None were in attendance. 

 

 
 
 
 



Total Number of Attendees (approx.) 
April 2, 2024, In-Person Public Meeting: 5 

April 3, 2024, In-Person Public Meeting: 19 
Virtual Public Meeting Webpage: 

Total views from April 2, 2024, through April 18, 2024: 215 views 
Narrated YouTube Video Presentations: 

Total views from April 2, 2024, through April 18, 2024: 
English- 112 views, 1 like 
Spanish- 52 views, 1 like 

Total Engagement with Facebook Posts From 3/27/24 to 4/17/24: 
114  

Total Engagement with X Posts From 4/2/24 to 4/17/24: 
236 

Total Number of Commenters 
63 

Total Online Surveys Submitted: 
3 

Total Comment Forms and Emailed Comments Submitted: 
23 

Total Roll Plot Comments: 
37 
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Page Comment Location Category KHA Response

2
Gate / Access point at median for Sun Metro as secondary point of access for SB left
turn if needed in case of emergency

West of Montana at Lorne Rd
Access

Management

After a safety analysis, adding a median opening for emrgency access west of Lorne Rd was not be deemed safe. Buses would have to have enough
opening to cross 6 lanes of traffic and would be too long to stop in the median midblock. Additionally, adding a median opening would create conflicts
points if westbound and eastbound vehicles were to try making a U-turn in the opening

2 Extend turn lane; thru traffic blocks it EB Montana at Yarbrough Dr Congestion
Optimizing timing and other recommendations should decrease delay and help with traffic blocking the turn lanes. Will incorporate extending the turn
lane as well in mid-term.

2 Thumbs up Paisano Underpass Lighting picture Safety Comment noted

2
Arrow from Do Not Block Intersection sign to Traffic Study Needed for Congestion
Reduction from Border Crossings

Paisano Dr at Oregon St Congestion Comment noted; we understand the congestion from the two border crossings downtown causes congestion all through downtown

2 Needs a turn lane Paisano Dr at Ochoa St Congestion Our traffic counts from 2022 showed 17 left turns in the AM peak. Will incorporate a westbound left-turn lane for mid-term recommendation.

2 Sight distance Paisano Dr at Hills St and Tays St Safety Comment noted. Sight distances issues here are caused by the fences and buildings on the property blocking the view of Paisano Dr.

2 EB traffic at bridge, multiple crashes from backup Paisano Dr at Cotton St Congestion Will incorporate advanced signage for short-term.

2 Extend gore Paisano Dr at Cotton St Safety Will incorporate pylons and signs to reduce speed for short-term.

2
Traffic from Loop 375 bridge WB cut into property/driveway instead of U-turn at St
Vrain St

Paisano at Cotton St
Access

Management
Currently, there is raised median until St Vrain St and the median is not wide enough to add another median opening.

3 Proposed on-street parking blocking driveway East of Paisano Dr at Eucalyptus St
Access

Management
Proposed on-street parking avoids any driveways along Central Ave, will add No-Parking signs and striping in front of driveway for mid-term.

3 South of tracks RR no roundabouts in this area Paisano Dr at San Marcial St Safety Comment not in favor of roundabout recommendations

3 Great ideas
Paisano Dr Pedestrian Pick-up and drop-off and bike share station

pictures
Multimodal Comment noted

3 Yes to drop off areas Paisano Dr at Copia St Multimodal Comment noted

3 Yes! I love the roundabouts Paisano Dr at Copia St Safety Comment in favor of roundabout recommendation

3 No roundabouts! El Paso drivers do not yield Paisano Dr at Copia St Safety Comment not in favor of roundabout recommendations

3 When San Antonio closes, add "No Outlet" sign at Latta Paisano Dr at Latta St
Access

Management
Comment noted; will incorporate no outlet sign "by others"

3 We need this ASAP! Paisano Dr at Francis St Pedestrian Hybrid beacon picture Multimodal Comment noted

3 Yes! Paisano Dr at Tobin Pl Remove Bridge Multimodal Comment noted

3 Yes! Crosswalk with lights Paisano Dr at Tobin Pl and Francis St Multimodal Comment noted

3 Like the compact recommendation Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Long-term Recommendation picture Safety Comment in favor of compact intersection recommendation at El Paso Dr

3 Stop sign slight light? Paisano Dr at Concepcion St Safety Will incorporate short-term solution to signalize the fifth-leg

3 Yes Paisano Dr at Alameda Ave Scooter and Bike share station Multimodal Comment noted

3 Love Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Roundabout Option picture Safety Comment in favor of El Paso Dr roundabout recommendation

3 Yuck! Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Roundabout Option picture Safety Comment not in favor of El Paso Dr roundabout recommendation

3 Saves lives Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Roundabout Option picture Safety Comment in favor of El Paso Dr roundabout recommendation

3 Safety! Safety! Safety! Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Roundabout Option picture Safety Comment in favor of El Paso Dr roundabout recommendation

3 #1 Option Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Roundabout Option picture Safety Comment in favor of El Paso Dr roundabout recommendation

3 Traffic going south will be going very fast down the overpass/bridge Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Roundabout Option picture Safety Comment not in favor of El Paso Dr roundabout recommendation

3
Do not want another roundabout; this will be the only place in the city with 3 back to
back roundabouts

Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Roundabout Option picture Safety Comment not in favor of El Paso Dr roundabout recommendation

3 No! No roundabout Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Safety Comment not in favor of El Paso Dr roundabout recommendation

3 Roundabout please! Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Safety Comment in favor of El Paso Dr roundabout recommendation

3 Yes please!
Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Long-term Recommendation Compact

Geometry
Safety Comment in favor of compact intersection recommendation at El Paso Dr

3 Yes to Chelsea only south Paisano Dr at El Paso Dr Mid-term Recommendation
Access

Management
Comment noted

3 Upgrade bridge, aesthetics, wrought iron Paisano Dr north of El paso Dr Aesthetics
Aesthetics for bridges to be in line with TxDOT El Paso district aesthetic plan. The updated bridge recommendation would include increasing sidewalk
width

3 PHB Paisano Dr at Frutas Ave Multimodal Will incorporate if future pedestrian volumes warrant

3 Ped destination future greenspace, MCA propoerty Paisano Dr at Frutas Ave Multimodal Will incorporate pedestrian hybrid beacon if future pedestrian volumes warrant in mid-term

3 This looks cleaner Paisano Dr at Montana Ave Long-term Aesthetics Comment noted

Roll-plot



Response #

Please rank which the following improvements
regarding Paisano Drive and Montana Avenue is
most important to be constructed, bringing your
highest priority to the top of the list.

P1 Q2 - Please indicate your level of
support for the drainage

improvements to Paisano Drive and
Montana Avenue (adding capacity

to storm sewers, maintenance,
adding inlets, etc.)

P1 Q3 - Please indicate your level of
support for the safety

improvements to the curve along
Paisano Drive between Coldwell

Street and Durango Street (speed
feedback signs, rumble strips,

signalization of Durango

P1 Q4 - Please indicate your level of
support for the pick-up and drop-

off areas along Paisano Drive at the
Bridge of the Americas port of

entry, with 5 meaning you are fully
supportive and 1 meaning you are

not at all supportive.

P1 Q5 - Please indicate your level of
support for the Pedestrian Hybrid

Beacons and shared use path along
Paisano Drive near Jefferson High

School, with 5 meaning you are
fully supportive and 1 meaning you

are not at all supportive.

P1 Q6 - Please indicate your level of
support for the safety

improvements restricting left-turns
from Montana Avenue just west of

Buffalo Soldier Road and from
Montana Avenue into Cielo Vista

Drive,

P1 Q7 - Please indicate your level of
support for the potential compact
signalized intersection at Paisano

Drive and El Paso Drive, with 5
meaning you are fully supportive
and 1 meaning you are not at all

supportive.

P1 Q8 - Please indicate your level of
support for the potential

roundabout intersection at Paisano
Drive and El Paso Drive, with 5

meaning you are fully supportive
and 1 meaning you are not at all

supportive.

P1 Q9 - What has the current study
not addressed regarding Paisano

Drive or Montana Avenue? Please
provide specifics about the location

of any challenges.

P1 Q10 - Please provide
any additional

comments.
Takeaways Response

1
1 - Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons to aid pedestrian

crossing locations
4 5 5 5 4 5 1

Agree with most of the recommendations with priority
for the installation of pedestrian hybrid becaons.
Against the roundabout recommendation at El Paso
Drive but like the compact intersection
recommendation.

Comment noted

2

^1 - Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons to aid pedestrian
crossing locations

2 - Drainage Improvements along Paisano Drive and
Montana Avenue (adding capacity to storm sewers,

maintainance, adding inlets, etc.)
3- Bridge of the Americas Pick-Up and Drop-off Areas

5 4 5 5 4 1 5
^Asthetics on paisano bridge and

freeway and paisano

Agree with most of the recommendations with priority
for the installation of pedestrian hybrid becaons and
drainage improvements. Against the compact
intersection recommendation  but like the roundabout
recommendation at El Paso Drive. Want to include
aesthetics on the upgrade bridge recommendations
for Paisano

Comment noted

3
1- Montana Avenue grade separated intersections at

Airway Boulevard and Hawkins Boulevard
4 4 4 1

^Roundabouts do not work . We go
way out of our way to avoid them

Agree with most of the recommendations with priority
for the grade separated intersections at Montana and
Airway / Hawkins Blvd. Against the roundabout
recommendation at El Paso Drive.

Comment noted

Survey



Name Comment Category Takeaways Response

Manuel Martinez

At Paisano Point of entry- the proposed cut-ins could also benefit from having a safe bus stop area for the city transit system on both the east and west bound
lanes near the proposed drop off areas. Montana and Lorne (Sun Metro Facility)- we agree on safety being the top priority, and we understand the reasoning

behind the installation of a raised median in the area. Still, as this is a proactive solution to minimize accidents in the area, we just want to be proactive as well in
the event our main entrance is closed off and would need to use our secondary exit. Yes, there will be safe passage west bound for the busses, but in an

emergency we would need a way to turn westbound. We cannot do U-turns with our units, especially on Montana, so we also have limitation with traversing
through neighborhoods based on unit size. We have met on the issue before, but did not come to an agreement, nor a resolution. It was stated that

accommodations have been made for the fire department I the past. We are part of the cities emergency response team and our units are longer than the fire
engines, so we just need to ensure that we can respond in a timely manner should such a need should arise. And we did not have access to our primary

entrance. Based on the data of average daily traffic data and the crash data heat map, our area has a marginal [percentage of severity which does not warrant
that a complete closure of the entrance without a possibility of an access point at that entrance. With a form of controlled access point at the location, txdot
can have the safety control and we could have an access point which would satisfy both sides. Again, this would be used in an extreme emergency situation.

Access
Management

- Would like a safe bus stop on both the eastbound and westbound lanes near the BOTA pick-up and
drop-offs

-Would like an opening for the busses to pass through the median in case of emergency; unable to
make u-turns or go through residential neighborhoods

After looking at saftey, we have decided against adding a median opening for the
driveway west of Lorne. It would cause safety concerns with buses having to cross 6 lanes

of traffic with no room in the median for a two stage crossing and giving area for
westbound and eastbound traffic to try to make a u-turn in the opening.

Fred Borrego

Round about needed at Paisano & El Paso Drive. Safety safety safety! PHB needed at Tobin, by Jefferson and Frutas & Paisano.
Trail from zoo to roundabouts a must

Paint job on overpass Paisano & railroad tracks with wrought iron.
Pain job on I-10 & Paisano, something pleasant.

Multiple

- Agree with roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr
- Agree with the shared use path from BOTA to Alameda

- Update paint job on overpass around I-10 and Paisano to be aesthetic and maybe incorporate
wrought iron

Comment noted

Cynthia Renteria
Prefer the compact intersection at Paisano and El Paso Drive. Love the removal of pedestrian over pass and adding cross walk lights at Tobin and Francis. Love

the drop off at the Chamizal and BOTA. Love the bike and walk trail north of Paisano Drive
Multimodal

- Prefer the compact intersection over the roundabout at El Paso Dr
- Love the removalof ped bridges and proposed PHBs and shared use path

- Love the BOTA pedestrian pick-up and drop-off locations
Comment noted

MT Motor
1)Round abouts no good for older populaǝon that lives in this area

2)Concepcion has 2 stop signs and 1 stop light at intersecǝon with Paisano- very confusing on who goes Ŭrst.
Safety

- Against roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr
- Want to see improvement at Concepcion for the signal

Comment noted

Christina Martinez Park & Ride area at various locations around. Multimodal - Want to see additional park and ride facilities (maybe related to the BOTA crossing) Comment noted

Jose Meza TxDOT personnel was very helpful & courteous to all our questions. Other Comment noted

Suzy Marrufo

1) Airport Rd: needs to be updated desperately! Your representative informed me that they city needs to do this and not tex.com Shame!
2) No round about on paisano and Trowbridge. Your rep informed us that studies show round abouts are safer? Hmm… do we have access to these studies? Or

can you provide a brief summary of them?
3)How long will Paisano be closed if this proceeds?

thank you for providing this meeting!

Safety

- Want improvements on Airport Rd, Airport Rd is a City of El Paso roadway
- Against roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr and interested in information on the safety of

roundabouts
- Interested in any closing of Paisano Dr if the recommendations proceed

Airport Road is a City street, so improvements were not included as part of this study
Chapter 7 of the Transportation Research Board's Guide for Roundabouts  provides

information on roundabouts: https://www.trb.org/Publications/Blurbs/182939.aspx

Yolanda Martinez Round abouts are a BAD idea for El Paso Drivers. They are a bit distracting & international drivers are not great about yielding the right of way. Safety -Against roundabout recommendations Comment noted

Quirino Villa No to another turnaround Safety - Against roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr Comment noted

Bernanarda Arizmendiz No to another turnaround Safety - Against roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr Comment noted

Luiz Castillo No to another turnaround Safety - Against roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr Comment noted

Guadalupe Miranda A roundabout at the end of the overpass on Paisano and El Paso Drive will cause many many accidents. We do not need that. Safety - Against roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr Comment noted

Margarita Villalobos I do not want another turn around. Safety - Against roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr Comment noted

Carmen Amparan
The idea of making a roundabout on Paisano & El Paso Dr will be a deadly roundabout whoever came up with this idea needs a brain transfusion. This is the

worst idea to benefit the city or our community. This is absurd!
Safety - Against roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr Comment noted

Sergio Romo I don't want any work on Paisano Dr because benefit anyone with this project won't benefit anything. Other - Against any recommendations along Paisano Comment noted

Carol Trujillo
I don't want a roundabout on El Paso Drive at the end of the overpass on Paisano. Too much traffic coming down and some are faster than others and will not

have enough time to stop. It will cause too many accidents. No roundabout
Safety - Against roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr Comment noted

Alicia Villa I am against the roundabout on Paisano and El Paso Drive / Chelsea. Auto coming down the overpass will cause accidents and won't be safe. Safety - Against roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr Comment noted

Estella Solis We do not want another roundabout in the neighborhood. We would like to remove the roundabout we already have. Safety - Against roundabout recommendation at El Paso Dr Comment noted

Estoban Jimenez We require more safety since some of us lack road education. Therefore, the more saefty we have the fewer accidents there are. Safety - Would like to see more safety impovements to reduce crashes Comment noted

Comment Form



Name Comment Category Takeaways Response

Jessica McBain

I am writing to provide my feedback on the Paisano Drive and Montana Avenue Corridor Study. As a resident of El Paso, I am deeply invested in
the safety and efficiency of the roadways in our community.

I appreciate the shared use paths which I believe are much safer than the bike lanes that are simply painted on the street. As a driver, I feel much
safer when there is a barrier between me and bicyclists. I suggest that bike lanes are only implemented where there is sufficient space for the

installation of safety barriers.
Additionally, I commend the proposal for below-grade intersections at Montana at Airway and Hawkins. This forward-thinking approach has the
potential to greatly improve traffic flow and safety in these areas. I would like to see more information on similar projects implemented in other

cities and the below-grade intersection impact on safety and efficiency.
I am supportive of the idea of creating an inlet at Bridge of the Americas to facilitate drop-offs/pick-ups. This not only enhances convenience for

drivers but also improves safety for pedestrians by reducing conflicts between vehicles and foot traffic.
Lastly, I urge TxDOT to minimize construction zones to avoid multiple projects occurring simultaneously or to prioritize working at night to

mitigate the impact on daily traffic, which is already heavy.
Thank you for considering my feedback, and I look forward to seeing the positive impact of this project on our city.

Multimodal Comment noted.

Jackson Hurst
I approve and support TxDOT's Paisano drive and Montana Avenue Corridor Study recommendations because these recommendations will

improve safety.
Other Comment noted.

Omar Ropele

My name is Omar Ropele, I am the president of the El Paso Sports Commission, we are the company that manages the El Paso County
Coliseum. I’m writing to see if you have numbers of how many cars pass each day through paisano around the coliseum area?
Or if you can point me in the right direction as to whom I can reach out to. I’m assuming that because of the corridor study you already have
made this estimate.
Thank you for taking the time to read this email

Congestion

Omar,
Around the Colesium on Paisano in 2022 it is about 8,616 annual average daily traffic
(AADT). Below is the link on TxDOT's website where you can find the Statewide Planning
Map or you can go to www.txdot.gov and search for 'statewide planning map'. This is
where you can see the traffic volumes on all TxDOT roadways.

Scott White

I am writing today to provide public comment on the Paisano Drive and Montana Avenue Corridor Study. It is important to note that neither of
these roadways segments are currently designed to accommodate all ages and abilities, active transportation. I have ridden both segments at one
point or other, and the goal is to provide safe, multimodal options, then these roads need to be reprogrammed and completely redesigned to give

over space to people who walk, ride bicycles, use mobility carts, skate, roll, or even take transit. 'This begins with slower, safer context sensitive
speed management - which may include widening sidewalks, adding street trees to provide shade, and narrowing traditional travel lanes to

encourage people who drive to use safer, context appropriate speeds. I appreciate that you have identified several areas that could be safer, but
based on the roll plots it appears Level of Service is still being given a higher priority than safe system approaches as aligned with Road to Zero
goals to cut serious and fatal crashes in half by 2035. By continuing to use traditional design principals that prioritize the movement of vehicles,

rather than encouraging safe, active, multimodal, active transportation. On both Montana and Paisano, right of way should be dedicated to
providing protected bike lanes so people who ride bicycles may easily access shops and destinations along their route. Paisano does not need four

lanes, and could be reduced to two travel lanes with a super two treatment, while one lane could be converted to active transportation to
facilitate the movement of people to and from Doniphan and/or Sunland Park and central El Paso. We need to plan for a complete transportation

system as is currently being considered by TxDOT Emphasis Area Work Groups that are looking at a much wider approach to mobility in and across
our state. It's time to rethink our singularly focused emphasis on moving people and goods in motorized vehicles, and provide meaningful

opportunities for those who either cannot, or choose not, to drive everywhere. If safety as defined in the Road to Zero - ending all serious and
fatal traffic deaths - is not the first need of every transportation project, then we are just building a system that is dangerous by design. I ride a

bike for transportation, and I want to be able to access my community with the same sense of safety and ease (well excepting that I have to pedal
and don't have air conditioning on my bicycle). I want to know we are planning for a system that accommodates my needs, those who walk or roll,

and those who drive equitably. There are an amazing number of people who don't or can't drive, and they should have the same right to travel
through and across El Paso as anyone else. But for decades, we haven't met, much less considered these other needs. Both projects could - no

should - center on bringing new opportunities to traveling in El Paso. I could go on about air and noise pollution, or the need for healthy lifestyles,
but the reality is these roads need to serve us all, rather than limit our options. It's time to look to the future, and set a new course for our

community - one where we all can choose how we want to travel, safely - for everyone's benefit.

Multimodal

- Neither roadway segments are
designed to accommodate all ages,
abilities, and types of multimodal

transportation
- Want to see multimodal

recommendations like widen sidewalks,
adding street trees, narrowing travel

lanes
-Believe ROW should be dedicated to

provide a protected bike lane and
Paisano Dr doesn't need four lanes but

could be a super two
- Want to see an equitable travel way

that considers the needs of bikers,
wheelchairs, and pedestrians

- The current multimodal recommendations for Paisano Dr are limited by ROW but include
upgrading all ramps, bus stops, and sidwalks to ADA compliance to allow for wheelchair
users, widening bridge to accommadate shared use path, adding 1.9 miles of shared use

path connecting bicycle users to other existing and proposed bike facilities, and install
pedestrian hybrid becaons to allow safe at-grade midblock crossings for pedestrains

- Other multiomodal recommendations for Montana Ave include removing a pedestrian
bridge that blocks sidewalk access, upgrading all ramps, sidewalks and bus stops to ADA

compliance, and adding 1.4 miles on both sides on Montana to connect to the existing 3.8
miles of shared use path and bike lane, and adding sidewalk to have continuous sidewalk

throughout the corridor
- Road-diets or decreasing the number of vehicle travel lanes to add bike and pedestrian

facilities cannot be incorporated on TxDOT roadways. From the traffic counts and AADT on
the corridor, the current number of travel lanes is needed for both corridors including the
travel lane width as both Paisano and Montana Avenue are designated freight corridors
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From: Jennifer Wright <Jennifer.Wright3@txdot.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 12:12 PM
To: Jennifer Wright <Jennifer.Wright3@txdot.gov>
Cc: Gus Sanchez <gus.sanchez@txdot.gov>; Lahon, Dhruva <dhruva.lahon@kimley-horn.com>
Subject: Please join us! Series 2 Public Meetings for the Paisano Drive and Montana Avenue Corridor
Study, in person April 2 or April 3, 5-7PM; Virtual option begins April 2.

Greetings:
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is performing a Traffic Engineering and Planning
Study to improve multi-modal safety and mobility along approximately 11.5-miles of Paisano Drive
from Sunland Park Drive to Montana Avenue and along 9.0-miles of Montana Avenue from Paisano
Drive to Loop 375 in El Paso County. This notice advises the public that TxDOT will be conducting an
online virtual public meeting on the proposed study with two in-person options. 
Attached are the meeting notice, flyer, and calendar invitations which you can open and add to your
calendar based on which date and time suits you best. We look forward to seeing you in person, and
welcome you to participate virtually if you prefer.

Virtual Public Meeting
Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at
5 p.m. through Thursday, April 18, 2024, at 11:59 p.m. MT
Project Website: www.TxDOT.gov and enter keyword “Paisano Drive and Montana Avenue
Corridor Study”

In-Person Meeting Option 1

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.txdot.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce0870abba3d44651868708dc4e8268bb%7Cfc55050cee8f4852add441f8faef3823%7C0%7C0%7C638471569234299907%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LwwPxUpbhd7fAYo%2BehJhcrfiz2DNO1NrtiuwW7qxq1w%3D&reserved=0


Tuesday, April 2, 2024
5 to 7 p.m. MST
Coach Wally Hartley PK-8 School Cafeteria
6201 Hughey Drive
El Paso, TX 79925

In-Person Meeting Option 2
Wednesday, April 3, 2024
5 to 7 p.m. MST
Bowie High School Cafeteria
801 S San Marcial Street
El Paso, TX 79905

The same information will be available at the virtual public meeting and both in-person public
meeting options. The proposed Corridor Study will develop short-, mid-, and long-term
improvements for multi-modal safety, connectivity, drainage, and transportation operations along
Paisano Drive and Montana Avenue, in El Paso County.

Thank You, and Safe Travels,
Jennifer Wright
Public Information Specialist
Texas Department of Transportation
Communications Division, El Paso District
jennifer.wright3@txdot.gov
915-790-4340
915-201-9414
13301 Gateway Boulevard West
El Paso, TX 79928

Visit Us Online
Like us on Facebook
Follow us on X
Traffic Cameras

mailto:jennifer.wright3@txdot.gov
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.txdot.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce0870abba3d44651868708dc4e8268bb%7Cfc55050cee8f4852add441f8faef3823%7C0%7C0%7C638471569234310648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=10ebnGBIR59aKrpXl%2B4r7Zu4M%2Fe5bZ0sjzqSY9OD%2B%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Ftxdotep%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce0870abba3d44651868708dc4e8268bb%7Cfc55050cee8f4852add441f8faef3823%7C0%7C0%7C638471569234319529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KUeHw4jjEmwHf7svrkx5R7FfDYXcYxgz6mvFmq5BtiU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Ftxdotelp&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce0870abba3d44651868708dc4e8268bb%7Cfc55050cee8f4852add441f8faef3823%7C0%7C0%7C638471569234326269%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0kbNG7njJY3M1cZyBTF0UfVYKHu3%2FMm7AakXbKhSLYs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fits.txdot.gov%2FITS_WEB%2FFrontEnd%2Fdefault.html%3Fr%3DELP%26p%3DEl%2520Paso%26t%3Dcctv&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce0870abba3d44651868708dc4e8268bb%7Cfc55050cee8f4852add441f8faef3823%7C0%7C0%7C638471569234332457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RqLxC5m5kBwCy9zmwLWxqP%2BfY%2FnvQrr3oIM%2B1t64FoA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.txdot.gov%2Fsafety%2Ftraffic-safety-campaigns%2Fendthestreaktx.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce0870abba3d44651868708dc4e8268bb%7Cfc55050cee8f4852add441f8faef3823%7C0%7C0%7C638471569234338649%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yo0hO3D%2BEBQiObEK3pJFOsWcLYxUSW5HGhjC65vDsM8%3D&reserved=0
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Notice
Virtual Public Meeting with In-Person Options

PAISANO DRIVE AND MONTANA AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY
From Sunland Park Drive to Montana Avenue

And From Paisano Drive to Loop 375

Project ID: 24-A00191695
El Paso County, Texas

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is performing a Traf�c Engineering and Planning Study to enhance multi-modal safety and mobility along 
approximately 11.5-miles of Paisano Drive from Sunland Park Drive to Montana Avenue and along 9.0-miles of Montana Avenue from Paisano Drive to Loop 
375 in El Paso County. This notice advises the public that TxDOT will be conducting an online virtual public meeting on the proposed study with two in-person 
options.

Virtual Public Meeting
Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at 5 p.m. through Thursday,

April 18, 2024, at 11:59 p.m. MST
Visit www.TxDOT.gov and enter the keywords 
“Paisano Drive and Montana Avenue Corridor 

Study”

In-Person Meeting Option 1
Tuesday, April 2, 2024,
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. MST

Coach Wally Hartley PK-8 School Cafeteria
6201 Hughey Drive
El Paso, TX 79925

In-Person Meeting Option 2
Wednesday, April 3, 2024,

5:00 to 7:00 p.m. MST
Bowie High School Cafeteria

801 S San Marcial Street
El Paso, TX 79905

The virtual meeting will consist of a pre-recorded video presentation and will include both audio and visual components. The presentation will 
be posted online by Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. MST. To log onto the virtual public meeting, go to the following web address at the date and 
time indicated above: www.TxDOT.gov and enter the keyword “Paisano Drive and Montana Avenue Corridor Study”. Following the virtual public meeting, the 
presentation will remain available for viewing at the web address indicated above until at least Thursday, April 18, 2024, at 11:59 p.m. MST. If you do not have 
internet access, you may call 915-790- 4204 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. MST, Monday through Friday, to ask questions and access study 
materials during the study development process.

Additionally, TxDOT is providing two in-person options for individuals who would like to participate in person. The �rst in-person option will be held on 
Tuesday, April 2, 2024, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. MST at Coach Wally Hartley PK-8 School Cafeteria, 6201 Hughey Drive, El Paso, TX 79925. The second 
in-person option will be held Wednesday, April 3, 2024, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. MST at Bowie High School Cafeteria, 801 S San Marcial Street, El 
Paso, TX 79905. Both meetings will allow attendees to review hard copies of study materials, ask questions of TxDOT staff and/or consultants, leave written 
comments, and view the same presentation delivered in the online public meeting which will be playing on a screen. The same information will be available 
at the virtual public meeting and both in-person public meeting options.

The proposed Corridor Study is developing short-, mid-, and long-term improvements for multi-modal safety, connectivity, drainage, and transportation 
operations along Paisano Drive or Montana Avenue, in El Paso County. In coordination with the City of El Paso 2016 Bike Plan, the corridor study will analyze the 
most imperative bicycle and pedestrian updates needed for the community. Short-term recommendations would take up to 5 years to implement, mid-term 
recommendations would take 5 to 10 years, and long-term recommendations would be implemented in 10+ years.

The virtual public meeting and in-person option will be conducted in English and Spanish. If you have a disability and need assistance, special arrangements can 
be made to accommodate most needs. If you need interpretation or translation services or you are a person with a disability who requires an accommodation 
to attend and participate in the virtual public meeting or in-person option, please contact the El Paso District Public Information Of�ce at 915-790-4341 no 
later than 4 p.m. MST, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Please be aware that advance notice is required as some services and accommodations may require time 
for the Texas Department of Transportation to arrange.

Written comments from the public regarding the proposed study are requested and may be submitted by mail to the TxDOT El Paso District Of�ce, 13301 
Gateway West, El Paso, TX 79928-5410. Written comments may also be submitted by email to ELP_Paisano-Montana@txdot.gov. Additionally, members of 
the public may call 972-325-8604 and record a verbal comment. All comments must be received on or before 11:59 pm MST on Thursday, April 18, 2024. 
Responses to comments received will be available online at www.TxDOT.gov via the keywords “Paisano Drive and Montana Avenue Corridor Study” once 
they have been prepared.

If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the proposed study or virtual meeting or in-person option, please contact TxDOT Project Manager, 
Gus Sanchez, at 3301 Gateway West, El Paso, TX 79928-5410 or by email at ELP_Paisano-Montana@txdot.gov.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this study are being, or have been, carried-out 
by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

The White House announced Thurs-
day it is waiving another $5.8 billion in
student loans for 78,000 public service
workers. 

The administration is also sending
emails signed by President Joe Biden to
another 380,000 borrowers in the pub-
lic sector to let them know they are one
to two years away from getting the same
debt cancellation. 

The latest student loan relief comes
amid the president�s bid for reelection
and is likely to rankle Biden�s Republi-
can opponents, who have criticized him
for trying to �buy votes.� Others have
said the president�s loan forgiveness ef-
forts have come at the expense of the
rollout of a new college �nancial aid
form, which has been rife with errors. 

It�s yet another instance in recent
months of Biden appealing directly to
the borrowers he�s singling out through
various executive tools at his disposal.
This time, he is expanding his messag-
ing campaign to include Americans on

the brink of qualifying for similar can-
cellation under the Public Service
Loan Forgiveness program, a special
loan repayment plan for teachers, �re-
�ghters and other public service work-
ers. 

In his State of the Union address
this month, Biden underscored the re-
forms he�s made to the program by in-
creasing the number of borrowers eli-
gible for relief. 

�When I was told I couldn�t univer-
sally just change the way in which we
dealt with student loans, I �xed two
student loan programs that already ex-
isted to reduce the burden of student
debt for nearly 4 million Americans,�
he said. 

Under the PSLF program, borrowers
who have worked in public service and
paid down their loans for a decade or
more qualify for full relief from their
federal student loans. In 2021, the ad-
ministration tacked on more time to
thousands of borrowers� repayment
timelines. 

O�cials have been adjusting the ac-
counts of millions of PSLF borrowers,
as well as those who are in payment
plans based on their incomes. They�re
expected to wrap up their calculations
by July.

At his State of the Union address, President Joe Biden touted his moves on
student loan forgiveness. MEGAN SMITH/USA TODAY FILE

Biden cancels billions
more in student loan debt
78,000 public service
workers to get relief
Zachary Schermele
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON � A Democratic
group has outlined its strategy for se-
curing abortion access by targeting
statehouse races.

State legislatures have become �the
arbiters of reproductive freedom,
shaping the reality facing women and
their access to care,� the Democratic
Legislative Campaign Committee
wrote in a memo �rst shared with USA
TODAY.

Solutions at the state level �will end
Republicans� anti-abortion crusade
and protect fundamental reproductive
freedoms,� the group wrote, saying
this year�s statehouse elections will
�decide the future of abortion rights.�

The committee in January an-
nounced a $60 million budget to hold
and �ip state legislative seats. 

After the Supreme Court over-
turned Roe v. Wade in 2022, 25 states
with Republican-led legislatures en-
acted laws to outlaw or restrict abor-
tion, according to the Kaiser Family
Foundation. 

Some states have gone a step fur-
ther, trying to clamp down on contra-
ceptive access. Arizona Republicans
blocked an e�ort from Democratic
lawmakers to protect the right to con-
traceptives in the state last week.

The DLCC expressed concern in its
memo over the Alabama Supreme
Court�s blockbuster ruling granting le-
gal protections to frozen embryos cre-
ated during in vitro fertilization. 

The U.S. has 99 state legislative
chambers, with elections in 85 this
year, according to the campaign com-
mittee. Currently, 57 are GOP-led.

The DLCC laid out a battle plan in

its memo. It is seeking to protect and ex-
pand new Democratic majorities in
Michigan, Minnesota and Pennsylvania
and to �ip seats in Republican-led Ari-
zona and New Hampshire chambers. In
states with red legislatures such as
Georgia, the group is seeking to build
Democratic power to get the ball rolling
for future majority control.

The committee will likely face chal-
lenges in �ipping seats and building
Democratic majorities in these races,
experts say.

For one, state legislatures have be-
come polarized due to a wide range of
factors, said Mary Ziegler, a politics of
reproduction expert at UC Davis School
of Law. Because of gerrymandering,
some state legislatures have essentially
been under the control of a single party,
even when the electorate might not be
monolithic. 

Also, state races are lower-pro�le,
said Amanda Roberti, a political science
professor at San Francisco State Univer-
sity. �The DLCC will have to spend a lot
of time and resources making sure vot-
ers understand who the candidates are,
and why those candidates are better for
the people,� she said.

Another issue: Incumbent candi-
dates generally have an overwhelming
chance of winning reelection, Roberti
said. 

But Heather Williams, president of
the DLCC, argued that Republicans have
vulnerabilities in states the organiza-
tion is targeting. In Arizona, for in-
stance, there is an e�ort underway to get
an initiative on the ballot that would
protect the right to abortion until about
24 weeks. Democrats have notched
multiple victories with state-level ballot
measures on abortion rights, even in
states that often go red.

Dems eye state races for
securing abortion rights
Sudiksha Kochi
USA TODAY

After the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, 25 states with GOP-led
legislatures enacted laws to outlaw or restrict abortion. 
JACK GRUBER/USA TODAY FILE

The point is 
stories you can 
get through 
before they’re 
yesterday’s 
news.
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Policy Director

Velo Paso Bicycle-Pedestrian Coalition
League Cycling Instructor #4100
2021 Walking College Fellow
915-240-2680
velopaso.org
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